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HIS EXAMINATIOO of
the res s has discle:ed
thit, wie.s the 3970 1 1973
rute of such defect: - the
st:te as a2 whole w.» 11,
per 1,000 live births, the
rate in the three cominuni-
tics = Ashtabula, Lake
Avon and Prinesville —
wis al: usttwice as oreat.,
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unrelaled to vinyl chior] 2
miy explain the difior-
ences. But he emphusiced
thit the possibility ihat
expusure o the chernical
nzy bz responsin'e is ulse
very real. le is now: in the
process, ke said, ¢ deter-
mining the precise nature of
the bir fth def. clo in question
to see if there is any paiier
of urniformity.

Meanwhile, Dr. Irving J.
Celikoll of the Mourt Si..zi
Schnal of Medicing in New
York, .o‘d the envirgninont
subce..anitts 2 in the Senide
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Chromosomes are the

Junitsin .hc rucleus ¢f cvery
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one generation to the noxt.

Thus, if the chrom - omes of
eithier parent are not intact,
there is a recal possibility
that any offspring of the
union wil) kave a birth de-
fect a5 result,

Sciikoff hz: done much of
the scientific detective
work linkin, vinyl chloride
to anpiosarcomas (the rare
cascers) of the.liver, He
hoe also recently q..stion-
cd men at two plants — on2
owned by Union Carbide,
tke other by the Dow
Chemiczl Co. — where
polyvinyl elioride is mode
about the stilivirths =ud
paiscarrioges experienced
by their v.‘ivcs

“] FETL an unezasincss
because of the apparent in-
cre o in these stillbirtiis
and miscarriages,” Seliko!f
to'd a reporter after )ester-
day's hc.mng. “Thy 2 are
plmt: wler: many . N’:l")l-

als are made so that ey

.sure to substarces ott.cr
than vi:: I ehloride or in-
decd factors urrelated to
employment 1m:ay be to
blamse. Neve:t cless, t.is is
a lead that ust be pur-
sued."

Should proof posii .o
develop that vinyl chlerude
causes birth defects, many
scientists v.ould not be sur-
prised. It has bzcome in-
creasingly Japparent from
the work of several labars-
tories th:t substancer
which cau.* cancer fre-
quently arc capable of
damaping the fetus : s well.

Morcuver, some of the
data o:. ongiocnrcoma —
the carcer linked to plastic
manufacture — sugrests
that a heightened ridk of
tumors may have existed
frora birth.

One of ever:. {our cases of
angzioscreomz in S -4
oceurring betweesn 3 5., "r
1959, for examplc. Wb
found in babice, And, in
additiovn, the work of Dr.
Ceasare Maltoni of lialy,
the sci- ntist who ¢id muzh
of the originai luborutery
worl: on vinyl c: loride in
anii. 2ls, clearly demon-
strai.d thet whean pregn ant
rats were exn-sed o the
gas, maay of 1 = plws de-
velo; Dangiosdicol. ..
Morc recemly, soontis?
at the University of Stocl.-
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spr .)"‘f 6. abeat 1958 until
curlier this yeor . hun it
pot-rtial darers beeatfins
know o

teunwhile, ancther wit-
ncss at the hearing - I'r,

~Revert Schafiver o e

Fosd and Drug Administra-
tion — told ef recent evi-
dence that «— besides boinn
inrtialed — some vinyl chioe
rile moy hive go:tc R inio
the foud supply. .

ZhTs HAVE shown,
Schaliner rcpnr:cd. that the
chcmical is capable of “mi-
gratirg" out of plnm\. lig-
uor bottles or flasks into
alcolio! and cut of x..c plas-
tic containers in wiich food
praducty, such as some
cusking oils, have been
sold.
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Al of thiz caused sphrome-
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