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Yorld Mealsth QOrzanization renor+s:

. Asbestos in environnment

not public health threat

NEW YORK -~ "Recant findings that levels of asbestos dust in <he

anvirontent do notT encanger tha general public -- as repcrted oy

e Vorld Heclth Crgenization agensy =-- confimm the posizticn ol o=
&sbestos industry," says Matthew X, Swe<s  :, exegutive secraIiry
of the Asbestos Infcrzation Association/North Anerica.

The findings are contained in a report of the Advisory

Committee on Asbestos Cancers to the director of the Internatiznal
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Agency for Research on Cancer, a division of the WHO. They are
conclusions of a specially selected panel of medical researchers
convened following the IARC conference on the "Biological Effects

of Asbegtos" held at.lLyon, France, October 5-6, 1972. According
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to Morld Hec lth Crganization headjuarters in Geneva, tThe full

proceedings of the meeting will be published sometime this year.
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Commenting on the IARC report, Mr. Swetsnic calls it a

major contridbution dy distinguished researchers frem all over Ih2
world, and the most conprenensive presentation of facts avallatl:

about the occupetional hazards of asbestos and the relationsniy

of asbestos to the general public.

"The Lyon conference," Mr. Swetonic adds, '"was attengad oy

130 participants from 22 couniries -- ineluding Belg:ium, Canazz,
Czechoslovakia, Denmark, France, VYest Germany, Izaly, Japan,
South Africa, Switzerland, The Unitaed Xingdom, The United Statas,

(49

The U.S.S.R. and Yugcslavia -- and is representative of worl

medical opinion.”

According to Mr. Swetonic, the major conclusions cf zhe

TARC rezort can be summarized &s Jolleuws:
= The zcpulazion a% Large Is not threatenad Ly astaestss
f£ibers In Ine atmcsphere.  Surveys 'in a numder ¢f

countries have shown tha<t the concentration of aszbasic:

dust in <The urben atmoszrhere is about 10,000 timas Lower

than the concentration known to be safe for occupaticnaily

exposed workers,

- While a direct relationship detween irnhalaticn of excess:-

asbestos dus:t and certain diseases was confirmed, Iisks

varied according to the type of fiber, the type of
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occupation, and the extent of engineering conirc.

implemented ‘n the workplace,
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