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CONFIDENTIAL

DR+ EOBT. 4. KZHCE,
Dear Dr. Kehoe,

You will remember when I saw you in New Orleans that I mentioned
the fact that from a chance remark dropped by the men in the Ark-
ansas Fuel 0il Corporation office at Shreveport;” ¥ac Mclocley learned
that they had some knowledge of an accident which had occurred dur-

ing a tanlk cleaning several years ago which had never been officially

- brought to light. Since that tiwe, ir. ¥cCooley has followed up

several lesds and finelly got sufficient information aboub this

case to render a report. This report is atbached and I am sending
it along to you principally because it may be pertinent since we

are reesonably certain that the tank in which this accident occurred,

had never been spiked. We also know that it never was a blending

teani.

%hile this accident occurred in 1537, it still came within the
tire in which our safety program was functioning. ¥While the fol-
lowing is not intended to represent in any sense an alibi for the
functicning of our safety orogram, I think it is perbtinent to the
case. :

Turing 1937 when this accident occurred, the existence of the
Hempstead Petroleum Warshouse Company was not knowvm either to Hclooley
or to this of:ice. I% so happens that it is a very small terminal which
stores turpentine and molasses principally and has two gasoline storage
tanks which were leased by the Arkansas Fuel 0il Corporation. This

termninal is located in a rather out of the way place and owing to. the

fact that at that time the Shreveport office of the Arkanses Fuel
.0il Company was not in our Division, this tersfinal was missed in

the original survey made at the time that the safety progrem was in-
augurated. In Jenuary 1938 when Louisiana was put in this Division,
¥r. kcCooley obtained complete information about the Arkeansas Fuel

' 0il Company's storage facilities through their home office at Shreve- _
- port, and arrangements were then made for the Arkensas Fuel Oil Company

to supervise the cleaning of these leased tanks,” both at ¥obile and

Panema City, owned by the Hempstead Brothers, and for Arkansas to ad-

vise us on every occasicns when these tanks were clesned. In ¥ovem~

“ber of last year, they cleaned a tank at Panama City end we were duly
advised, and Don Phipgps was present when the tenk wes to be cleaned.
. On that occasicn, there vms some gquestion sbout the cleaning of the
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tank since they wanted to scrape the side walls and we held them up

for e day until HeCooley could get there because of Phipps! inexperience
Wifh this type of worke Later the tank was cleaned and ¥eCooley super-
vised the work, without any difficulty.

I mention this because while we missed the tank cleaming in 1937,
once HeCoolsy found out the existence of the terminal, the 'subsequent
tanik ¢legning whieh took place was in accordance vith our standard
procedure. e have every reason to believe that future tank eleanings
will be properly handled. ‘

You willnote that the name of the person involved was not given since
the Arkansas Fuel Uil Compeany did not have this information and the
Hempstead Company, who employed the man, were not willing to provide
any informabion whatever. In view of the time which has elapsed since
this took place, I doubt if there is much to be gained by any further
investigation of the matter. Xowever, if you think otherwise, we
will be glad to meake an effort to obtain any additional information

which you might wish.
Very truly yours,

(bsatTo

Costellc.

JAC/F.L

enclosure

CC=Mr.Lewis with enclosure
licCooley.
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a period of one month prior

man remained inside ®7 the-tank, .-
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¥r.J.A.Costello,

Dear Joe:

This 1s a r=port on a tank cleaning accident at
The Arkznsas Fuel Cil terminal in ¥Yobhile, Alabama You
were inf oz*ed of this accident sometime ago but it was (
not until this week, while I was 1in ohr@verorb, that I

was able 1o get enoush information in order to make a

report. I first heard of this accident from Mr. Mobley, ,
in charge of terminals for Arkansas Tael Cil, 'but he 4igd -
not know any of the details, and on my visit to thelr -
terminal in Mobile I was unable to obtaln any information

due to tre faet that ¥r. Parks, superintendent, was out

of town. I also detsrmined while in Mobile that it was

useless to wait for Mr, Parks as he would rnotimpart any
information. It was only this week that I was able to

get the history of this case from Mr. Vaughan, who 1s now

assistant to Mr. Mobley, who was at that terminal in Mobile

when this tank cleaning accldent occurred,

The tank cleaning accident occurred sometime in
October 1937, when tank #3, a 10,000 barrel storage tank
that had been used in "Q" service from the time they handled
leaded products until 1837, when it.was cleaned, to be put in
kerosene service, which‘service it 1s still employed.

A The tarnk in quest on had been- emptied and aired for .- v
{0 thecleaning. Three colored . .-
men, who ware temporary employees plcked up for this job,
entered the tank to clean it. TFirst the tank was washed out
well with a fire hose washing downs the sides, rocf and bottom
thoroughly. The threse men entered the tank with thelr ordinary
street clothes, barefoot and without masks or otRer svecified .
equipmen t.. One of the men, his name not known by The Arkansas
Tuel Cil Company, spent about ons and a half hours in this tank -
in his barefeet, bucketing out the water,before lunch. The other . ..
two men cams out of the tank feor lunch but this one manﬂat@ his
Iunch inside of the tank, and then took a nap waiting for the .
other men to return from their lunch period. After lunch the
three men completed thefjob’o’ tank cleaning in aktout another.
hour, making a total of three and a balf bouvs w’vc% the on
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It seems that the three men left work together,that
evening, and started home together, none of the men
notieing any 111 effects. All three men returned to
work the following day, and it was not untlil the after-
noon that one of the men showed signs of #llness, It -
might e mentioned here that although the man in questi
41id not show any 11l effects to The Arkansas Fuel Cil
peovle until the following afternoon, it was found late
that the morning following the tank cleaning he went to a
doctor in Mobile, who was treating him for a venereal
diseazase. The afternoon following the tank cleaning the
man was working in the warehouse and was sent outside for
a plece of pipe about 5 feet long, he returned with a
riece of pipe about 5 inches long, and from that time on-
until quitting time they could not get any sense out of
him. Upon returning home that evening the man tried to
Jump out of the trolley car window, and the conductor had
him arrested, He remained in jall for four or five hours
until they decided that the man was sick rather than drunk
as he was charged., When he arrived at his home that night
he tried to jump out of the window of his bedroom, and some
friends tied him in bed, not knowing what waswepong with him
and tilie next morning he was found dea“.

This tank was leased by the Arkansas Fuel 011 Company .
from The Hempstead Petroleum Warehouse Company, which is ‘
now known as XXEXW¥Y - H.M. & L.}M. -Héempstead. As you know
Arkansas leases tanks from Hempstead at Panama City and
Mobile. At the time of this tank cleaning avcident the -
Hempstead” COmoany cleaned. the tank and Arkansas Fue O*l
‘nothing”t6 do"with 1t. . Since Louisiana was
put into the At lanta Division I have arranged with ir oblpy
to have one of The Arkansas Fuel 0il construction men super-
vise tank cleanings, according to our regulations, with '
Hempstead pajinﬁ bhe bill. o

At the time of this accident our office did not recelive s
notification of this tank cleaning, and this accident was hushed
up by both Arkansas and Hempstead, and 1t was only after several
contacts that it wazgs brought to light. There was no settlement.-’|
made in this case elther Ly Arxansas or Hempstead. ce

Very truls
W._ﬁ.

‘Martin I. mcuoolny

vours




