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glass of ‘water tha&is either half emp
ty or half fnll d din |

e company’s San.

Patricio Reduction Plant on the north
side of“Corpus Christi. Bay as‘bee
shut down "since; 197, ‘plan
opened in 1952 f
ingots;: when ~it:
sharply rising natural gas
people lost. theip;jobs. -~

But on the brighter.si
just next door to that plantis'the Rey
nolds Sherwin Alumiia Plant, s
ing strong with 920:em loyee
- -And Reynolds’ worldwide® shlppmg'
activities haug been based in Corpus
Christi for 25'yeafs, with another 40
people working ’at.,qffices inthe Petro-
leum Tower. It is“the:pnly shipping -
firm based here, and two of.the com-.
pany’s. six smps have Corprus Christi
as their homeport. & - » ot

Company officials say they re.still
sure the San Patricio plant will re;
open some day — just as soon as de
mand for aluminum is strong enough .
and the market price of the light met-
al is high enough to: justify the. oper
ation.. .

rwery day: wh

Chat’s more.than:f
jas.as'the entire‘dw ()
1ses in-an}average’

The San Patricio-plar
sete with plants in’other par
ountry at'the high
wral gas today:

‘Reynolds has demonstrated-its con-
idence in-the San Patricio.plant by« .*
astalling more than $30 million. worth, .
f pollution control equipment.since
he shutdown. That-equipment now
its idle:with the rest of the:plan

Alumma is iurther processed ln re-

duction plants to form aluminum.
The bauxite — about 4.6 million tons

he . of it-each year — is scooped from
Reynolds owned mines and brought

..Called the “key plan in th Rey-
But the Sherwin Alumina Plant next; -nolds aluminum.producing:oper-
'oor. is “different;. Plant-.employees: _ations, the Sherwin plant transforms
elebrated the.plant's thanniyérsa- * bauxite — reddirt scooped.
y. hexe last syn i ’ . ground in Jamaica and Haiti
a rked thet ® Majiiminum” oxide, or alumin
Y"f%&. w501 ‘newest and bluest ship,

el At B s

i : re_in- Reynolds-owned ships. The
33 “&tpany’
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the 52,000-ton David P. Reynolds ar-

‘rives here every eight days from Ja-

maica with a load of bauxite.

The ships are equipped with-sys-
tems to unload themselves at the dock
next to the Sherwin plant. The bauxi{é
travels to storage areas down a com-

pletely-enclosed conveyor system
surrounded by dust-collection de-
vices, all aimed at fighting air pollu-
tion.

Just the same, the ground, the.con-
crete driveways, the buildings and
everything else on this side of the
plant is covered with rusty red dust
from' the bauxite.

The idex behind the Sherwin plan“
production process is simple.

‘‘Bauxite is a mixture of insolubles
and alumina,’’ says Mort Handelman,
a 25-year employee now working as a

technical assistant. ‘‘We dissolve the -

alumina and reject the insolubles.'*
In practice, it’s not that simple. '
First, the red bauxite dirt is ground

into a fine powder and mixed with'a

" caustic soda solution to form a slurry.

That slurry is sent to digesters wheré,
under high pressure and temper-
ature, most of the alumina dissolves
in the solution.

The slurry is then pumped to set-
tling tanks where the insoluble mud
settles out of the alumina-saturated
solution.

The mud is pumped away, washe\i
and deposited on Iarmmg areas no;¢1
of the plant.

The alumina- saturated soluuo .
called a *liquor” at the plant; i3'fj}-

-tered to remove the last of the un-

over 200 large ‘‘precipitator’’ tan
where the alumina ls eroved {r:
the solution. - "

The rust-colored’ hquor is ‘still hot
when it enters the precipitators. It'is
constantly agitated and" cooled,-a d

wanted mud. Then it is sent’ to on}g

“. previously-produced - “alumina

added to it. This causes the alumi

" which had dissolved to fall out of o B

tion.
From the precxpnators ‘the wép,

powdered. alumina is sent to long,

gas-fired kilns to be dried. The nine

. huge kilns rotate as they dry the alu-

mina at ‘temperatures around 2; 700
degrees Fahrenheit. ‘
At the end of the kilns, the alumina

‘falls out in a fine snow. It covers this

side of the plant, a white contrast to
the red of the bauxite areas. :
The alumina is stored in silos before

-being sent by ship, barge or train to
-reduction -plants for processmg into
'aluminum ; 3
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