January 16, 13940

¥r, H, Fossett

The Assoclated Eihyl Company Ltd,
Thames House, Hillbank

~London, 8, W. 1

England :

Deayr Hr, Fosseiti-

_ I shell try to renly %o
varlous matters that come up in your lietters since
the one dated Hovember 13th,

The Cleaning of Storace Tanks,

The question of whot egquip-
ment should be used in the c¢leaning of storage tanks
dependa on two factors, one the potentlal eyposure to
gasoline vapors, the other the possible exposure %o
lead compounds, I think 1%t can be accepted as standard
practice in refineries that are operated carefully, that
no man should enter a gasoline 3€orage tank without an
air-line nmask, This provision exists because it is 8o
diffioulﬁ t0 determine when gefe conditions exist with
respect Lo gaﬁoliﬁe exposure, It is for thiz reason
that we have been unwilling'ao pernit the use of ordinary
canlster masks, These, of course, would prevent signiflcant
exposure %o lead dusts which mighh arige from the oleaninﬂ,
and scraping of the sides of the tanks that have been per-
mitted to dry. There is, of course, an additional wveason
for %he avoidance of canister maskas in enclosed vplaces,
for slthough canister masgks may purify - the air, they can
not pravide the oxygen which is necessary to sustain life,
Thus 1f men enter inte s spave which is filled with gasocline
vapors to the exclusilon of air, they will dle of oxygen want,
Accordingly we bellavs That the- repulationa for the use of
_air~line masks should be extended %o sll work which 1nv01ves
. entering into a tank :

I am a 1ittle uncertain as to the
gltuation to which you ecalled attention, or to which Thenault
called attention, I assume that there was a plentiful supply:
of air on top of the roof of this tank, I¢ this was the case,
presumably the men were exposed only to dusts, L1f any were
pﬁesent, cr possglbly to gasoline vapors in some unknown ¢on-

centration, The use of equipment of the type desoribed by
Thenault would, I think, be unsatisfactory since it would be
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better in this instance to use a mask with a $lght face-
; whieh could not leak, In any case I think 1t would
; flina maska sinca a eharcaal canister

Your letter concerning the medical

'superviaion af this plant surprised me greatly in that it

appeared that the use of our oonsultant Dr. Thompson had bhesn
ignored “As you are probahly aware, 1% has been my purpose
to keep the medical supervision of these plants in the hands
of| ag few people as possible, and to give our consultants the
responsibility,in direct communication with ourselves, for the
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Tully expresses the sltuation very well, and I am confirming
your. judgment by writing a note to Mr, Tully, a cony of which
I am enclosing, However I shall write to Dr, de Priester
stating‘the fact‘that 1f the men do thelr work properly, there
hould be no L nosure, . If after this letter, he atill
e ”}nﬁe per year, I think we! should go
‘wed we ean be. cav%ain hat the analvses

‘ I an qulte willing to apnrove

Dx, Fairleyﬂa sug&estion that he delegate the work In
Taamania to Dn, Whishaw, Acecordingly I am writing to Mp,
qulyg,apmroving +this arraagbmeﬂt§ and I encloge a copy
or to this end, However I shall write to Dr,

cetly \aparoving this suggestion, and I shall
ble for D, Whishaw just a8 I have done

. Hunt and Dp, Sippe,

Very truly yours,

PAK: 48 o | Fobert A, Kehoe, H.D.




