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STATISTICAL STUDIZS CF MEDICAL FZCORDS

There are two very importent gquestiona ccacerning the physiological'
nzture of eastcatos Athnt 'have not yet been .nnswered by any published investi-
gation: - .

1, . ¥hat 1p the expectaticn of nsbestosis in wor}'.e_ra exposed mrc (/
then 15-20 years to lcw concentrations of sabestes dust? AZong ths 500-o0dd
vorkers who ccoposed the subjects in the U,S. Public Feelth Scrvice ni;.u:'u,
there wers adnorrally few who hed dbcen exposed for ore than 15 ycarg and
practicelly nonc over 20 years., These fac.fa seriovsly cffected tl';e conclu-
sions thet could te drmwm, - )

2. Is there e pz-'ogr“saion to advenced ssbestosis efter exposure ov
an individual has been discontirued or hes been reduccd to very low levels,
due to ectlon cf dust deposits froo carlier exposure? This question is of
very great icportanée to intelligent redical supervision of workers 1..'1 theso
ylants, ) .

It 1s virtuelly certain that stntiz':tic':l investigations of existing
records would throw veluable light on these questiona, '

' Hone of the ple.nt;a visited during this inquiry have sufficicntly
cxtenslve and systeratic records to provide satisfactory.enswers to thesc
quost.ions , but the redical departrent of Metropolis *2n Lifo I.nsura.nce Coopeany,
under Dr. A, J, lanza, have x-rays of a number of men obtaincd in the carly

1930%s vwhich could provide the nucleus of sara useful information, deperiing

on how rany of the original group are evalladls for re-x-ray.
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