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August 15, 1973
TO: LEAD INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION

Gentlemsnt

Vhen unsupported charges about the sdverse health
effects of lead are repeated often enough, they tend to be
treated as gospel by the nevs medis. To counter this tea-
dency, LIA bhas made it a policy to respond instantly to
BaJOr errors or misstatements that appear in the press with
letters to the editars.

Ivo examples of this an-going LIA activity are en-
closed.

One vas in response to a Fev York Times editorial
vhich called for ac instant ban on the use of lsad shot
ip waterfovl bunting ss & means of protecting vater birds
from lead polisoning, despite the fact that t.oo little i»
known about this subdbject.

The cother took issue vith en othervise vell-reascoed
article in the August Issue of Fortune, oo the auto sxissicm
question vhich treated the lead in gasoline issus as & health

problea.

Ve believe that “"keeping the record straight® is an
important function in & time vhen lead 1s subjected to 80 many
attacks besed oo exmggerated suppositions about the health
effects of the metal.

S8incerely,

(e fPer

FPhilip X. Robinsom
Executive Vice President
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THE NEW YORK TIMES .Tuly 19, 1973

Iron Shot vs. Lead Shot:

Unresolved Questions
To the Lditor:

Your July § editoris] “Lesd Shot,
Steel Trag” tends to overmmplily @
situalion concermny the vee of lesd
shot ia witerfowt hunting which
many knowledgeabls peopie think is
2t quits s0 simple 8 1t mught seem.

Indeed, this may be why the De-
partment of the Istenor—far f{rom
dragzing iU leet—coatinces to wwigh
caretully the varicus slternativesr, in-
cluding the subtunsion of lroa shot.
Mot caly ks Dere lndicaticn of dam-

to gun barrels and otber mal-
functions with the 39 of lroa sbot,
there i senous concern thal Cw

ing conduciad concarning Ths lshier
poant .

VWinle we cannot aryue the figures
wsed la your sditonal becsiae we do
sol kpow of any conclusive data that
oither confuta or dery them, it b

3,000 to 6 000 weterfowl dred of lesd
potsoning tn that state. Subsequenly,
& member of the siaa’'s Natural Re-
sources . Department reporied  that
thes daaths were from all canses, and
seemingly had beea besed on the ex-
inston of ouly 28 ducks and 34
zmm“mmd

arei

noing lesd sbot¢ ia waterfowl hunt-
hg that thers are ocher caus-
-r«mmumm
them are
o
»

watar Jevels and babitat
fer 9 M‘,r\mlln-m
well a8 patural changes ia the se-

f——— ‘M\-&

vironment have restricted the total
aress of these ferding grounds.
v.donaqu—doumnrnm‘
fowl tngest endugh leed, pdm“
will occur in the course of time, We do
Question whether each yesr ) to 4 per
cent of the nation’s waterfowl dwe
olsly from this cawae, and we are
serfously concerned that substitutes
such as lron shot may well incesse
very significantly the mortality rates
amoag waterfowl, perhaps well be-
yood the current coes
- Paairr £, Rosoeost
Executive Vice President
Lead Industries Association
New York, July 10, 1972
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FORTUNE  August 1973
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Te tha Editecs:
The article presents s cogent
picture ¢f the taagle of prod-

Jemms involved in reducing aute ;

emissions. But the suthor erms
when he dismisses the Jesd-in-
gasoline question with the curt
statement: . . . evidence iadi.
caten that sirborne lead par-
ticulstes cass be harmful ts
health se thore (s good ressom
for reducing the amount of lead
tn gusoline ., "

To the centrary, majes »ci-
entific stud.es on the sabject in-
dicate the amount of lead emit-
ted from automob(le exhausts
poses no health risk to the gen-
orsl publie.

For exampla, the recemt
“Seven Cities Study,” which
wes cosponsored by the Fod-
ors] Environamental Protectioa
Agracy, shows e relationship
lrtwesn the amount of lend in
the eir ond the lead (n the

- R —— T e a -
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blood of mers than 2,000 (a-
dividuals living ia major wrben
arvas. Messurement of the
smount of lesd In the blood Js
the sccepted means of deter
minlog the possibility of ed-

vorse haalth offecta
1f lead 12 removed from gue-
oling, the result will ba a § te
§ percent penalty is crude ofl
at the refinery. By 1961, this
can mean that the natioa will
Sved to import some 600 mil-
lion additiona] barrels of crude
oll each yosr. The removal of
Jead from gasoline would ealy
rve to intensify the energy
crisis, worsen ocur balames of
payments position and creste
sconomic hardship for the ws
ey and makers of leaded gus-

olimes,

Pupar . Romiwson
Executive Vice Preaident
Lewd [ndurtriss Ansoclation
New York City
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