


However, the current PFAS restriction proposal would significantly impact the railway system. Failure to
grant exemptions or derogations would mean an immediate (18 months after entry into force) and total
ban of PFAS for crucial rail applications. As these applications are critical for various essential rail
components and are also required for spare parts and maintenance activities, the ban would trigger a
cascade of far-reaching consequences for the railway system.

Without some key PFAS, the rail sector would not be able to operate efficiently, which can lead to
serious adverse effects on the daily lives of Europeans and the broader European economy. Such
restrictions would necessitate a phased approach to adopt alternative technologies, starting with
intensive research and development to bring non-existent or merely conceptual solutions to fruition,
followed by prototyping, testing, and scaling up, each phase introducing additional costs and
complexities. It would drastically reduce global competitiveness compared to non-EU competitors
unaffected by the European PFAS restriction. It would also increase the cost of transitioning to more.
sustainable transport within the EU. This could hamper the crucial importance rail has to play in
achieving the ambitious decarbonisation goals of the Sustainable and Smart Mobility Strategy and of
the EU Climate Law.
The European rail stakeholders promote the following technical improvements to the PFAS
restriction proposal for a balanced approach that simultaneously protects the environment and
supports economic viability:

«Review clauses should provide sufficient time to identify and implement alternative non-PFAS
Solutions if such alternatives can be found.

« Risk-based and substance-based approaches should be preferred for banning the most harmful
PFAS instead of a universal restriction, regardless of their toxicity and risk profil.
As PFAS are currently non-declarable substances, the first step is to make them legally declarable.

«+ Alonger transition period should help develop durable and safe PFAS-free alternatives and verify
and certify such options to fulfl all other applicable legislation.

* A clearly defined procedure for applying, reviewing, and extending derogations should be
determined.

«The use of PFAS should remain possible in use cases essential to society as long as there is no full-
scale availability of suitable and technically developed substitutes.

* The “repair-as-produced” principle should be applied, with indefinite derogations for spare parts,
refurbished parts, equipment, and products already placed on the market.

+ Ensuring effective enforcement through the market surveillance system
should be central to guarantee a level playing field between competitors,
especially from third parties non-affected by the PFAS restriction.

* The current list of derogations should be extended to consider the relevance
of PFAS for a wide range of non-replaceable and indispensable applications.
in the railway industry.



Thefollowingtablesummarisesthederogation requests.
Exemption": as already covered byRequlation (Eu) 2024/...ofthe EuropeanParliamentandof
the Council of 7February 2024 on fluorinated reennousegases. amending Directive (EU)

2019/1937andrepeating Regulation (EU)No517/2014 (Textwith EEArelevance)
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