\
!
i
.
|

6

\[l(djﬁk - NT

L 33

Controversy Over Discharge of PCB’s

In HudsonLeadsto2 S tate Aides’ Split

By RICRARD SEVERO

of the toxic chemicals known
as PCB's giew Inlo an open
split _yesterday between {wo
New York Stale Commissioners
—John §. Dyson, who promotes
commerce, and Ogden R. Reid,
who protects ‘the environmeat,
Mr, Dyson, Commissioner of
Commerce, urged thc end of
& hearing called to détermine
whether General Electric violat-
ed slate water-quelity stan.
dards by discharging polychlor.
inated Dipheny)s inlo the Hud-
son River from (wo capacitor
plants north of Albany. Elforfs
should be made for a negotial-
ed settlement, rathor than wail-
lnfd for a formal decision, he
cald. Hash

The conltroversy over the dis-
charge into the environment

Mr. Reid, C issi
Environmental  Conservation,
who called the hearing afler!
high levels of the chemicals
had been Found In Hudson Riv-
er fish, hag asked the company
to hait (he discharges by next
Sept, 30. G.E. says it does
not have (he technical compe-
tence 1o accomplish that.
The hearing ended last month
and a decision is expecled by
the end of this month. .
Comment Declined
The company has indicated
that % can reduce ils dis:
charges, now betwoen two an
thres pounds a day, to aboul
three ountes by June 3, 1977,
Mr. Reid has sald this is not
acceptable, becauso he fecls
the ahchlr‘?u may be doing|
Irre{urlble amage (o the river,
*1t would_be highly inappro-
priate for nie to comment Sub-

iy dbefore the hearing

nllml\'e.ly on the GE. casof

ry. M zero discharge 'means
bs  and

zero Jo three ounces.
means 1,200 jobs, 1 say we
80 for the three ounces.”

Mr. Dyson said he had not
rend adything indicating that
PCB's had “killed specilic fish
or ceuscd any demonstrable
change in the environment."

Employees Complain

H
he had nol réad all the hearing

ture and that “all ‘these things
are a little vague” to him
PCB's are known 1o cause

owever, he indicated that)
\estimony and sclentific Jitcra-|

would have no comment o
cither Mr, Dysop's statement
or the petition wntil Professor
Sofacr issued his findings. ..

Employee sources at the iwo,
plants, at Forl Eoware sng
Hudson Falls, said yesterday.
that the petitiony had beeh
circulated because of an un-
founded rumor that starled twa
weeks ago, lo the effect that
Mr. Reld planned to close down
the two plants,

Mr. Reid has sald he had;
no intention of ordering s cloge.

cancer  and p
{ailures in laboratory animals
and some employecs of G.E.
have complained of  skin
diseascs, nausca, eye and nasal
irritation, asthmatic bronchitis
and dizzinces.

Mr. Dyson sald he had peti-
tions bearing the names of
1,068 of the more than 1,200

, Prof. Abraham So-
aer,” Mr. Reid said. “Indecd,
t secms to me it would be In-
appropriate for any intervenor|
In the case 10 comment on H.'
The Deparlment of Commerce
is an Intervenor.

“That is just hooey,” setorted)
Mr, Dyson. “His agency is the
plaintiff, the judge and the ju-

| Electric workers at the

nor Carey, saying in pari: “New
York has enough problems now
without creating more unem-

ambitious politicians, are we
to suffer necdlessly?”

Governor Carey 15 on vaca-
tion in the Bahamas. One of

(wo plants, addressed to Gover-|

nloyment, “Because of overlyl

8, onlg to 6 ne:
ture and extent of the damage
causcd by the PCB's and to
determine s suitable remedy,

A spokesman for Generdl
Elcclric sald weeks ago thét,
the company would consider.
closing if it could not operate
under standards esiablished by
the state. \

The United Electrical Radio,
and Machine Workers of Amer
ica, which rcpresents G.E. e
ployecs at the two capacitor,
plants, has teken the position
hat it should not be a question
of health or fobs and expressed
|confidence that (he problem;

could be resolved without clog-’
ing. .
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