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Reuters

The Trump budget is 
too good to be true

The budget plan that President Trump released 
yesterday promises a bright future, with the 
federal budget reaching balance in 2027. That 
would be quite a feat — the budget has been 
balanced only four of the past 48 years. It 
sounds too good to be true. Regrettably, it is. 
The administration's plan relies on three 
unrealistic assumptions to produce the mirage 
of a balanced budget, starting with trillions of 
dollars in unspecified revenue.

Reuters

Two allies hold the keys 
to NATO's future

The much-anticipated NATO summit is just 
hours away. On paper, the United Kingdom 
remains committed to playing an outsized role 
globally, but its resources make doing so less 
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and less likely. Meanwhile, Germany has the 
resources to increase its capabilities, but Berlin 
is still reluctant to put its money where its mouth 
is. NATO is far from being "obsolete," but 
Germany and the UK are in danger of falling 
short of what they must do to prevent it.

Reuters

The defense budget is 
dead on arrival

President Trump's first defense budget is a 
more muscular version of the Obama plan. It is 
a budget that begins to repair — but does not 
rebuild — the US military. The request comports 
with guidance from Secretary of Defense Jim 
Mattis to focus investments on readiness, 
people, and facilities. What it doesn't do is live 
up to congressional expectations to align 
resources with strategy after years of a growing 
mismatch.

Twenty20

The dark side of paid 
parental leave

Donald Trump is the first Republican president 
to offer a national paid family leave plan, a 
result of daughter Ivanka's insistence. No one is 
going to accuse the president of mindlessly 
copying what other advanced economies do for 
families: This plan is much more modest than a 
lavish universal system a la Sweden. But how 
much thought has been given to the 
inescapable trade-offs from establishing a 
national paid leave plan?
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More from AEI
The Manchester bombing is a wake-up call for America and Europe
Katherine Zimmerman | The Hill

Testimony: 3 keys to reducing poverty in diverse communities

Robert Doar | Statement before the Virginia General Assem mmission on Economic
Opportunity for Virginians in Aspiring and Diverse Communities

American families deserve paid leave, but concerns remain about the 
Trump proposal to get there

Aparna Mathur | The Hill

Why is telecommunications taxed like a sin?

Mark Jamison | TechPolicyDaily.com

The pros and cons of President Trump's higher-ed budget

Preston Cooper | Forbes

Disband the congressional Turkey Caucus

Michael Rubin | Washington Examiner

Another sign of America's declining dynamism, in a chart

James Pethokoukis | AEldeas

Testimony: The federal government issues 90 percent of student 
loans, and data indicate the system isn't working

Jason D. Delisle | Testimony before the House Committee on Education and the Workforce

The Middle East rolled out the red carpet for President Trump. Will he 
fall for it?

Jonah Goldberg | National Review Online
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Republican budgets are clever, educational misdirections — the 
latest being no exception
James Pethokoukis | AEldeas

Watch: New Mexico's education secretary shares what she's learned 
about reform
Frederick M. Hess | AEI Viewpoint video

Bad business as usual at the World Health Organization
Roger Bate | AEldeas

4 things to expect from Rouhani's reelection as president of Iran
Marie Donovan | AEldeas

Watch live today: Saving veterans from the disability trap on the way 
from war to work
Gary J. Schmitt, Sally Satel, and Thomas Donnelly | AEI event today at 12:25 PI

Last chance to RSVP: The road ahead for historically black colleges 
and universities
Gerard Robinson | AEI event tomorrow at 9:00 AM ET

Who'd a-thunk it? Like most central planning, public transit systems 
are costly and often don't serve the public very well
Mark J. Ideas
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