
Et h y l  Ga s o l i n e  Co r p o r a t i o n

Ch r y s l e r  B u i l d i n g
405 Lexington Avenue

S AF ETY COMMITTEE  

O. B . Lewis
CHAIRMAN

New Yo r k Novem ber 2U, 19 3 7

Dr . E . A. Kehoe
K e t t e r in g  L a b o r a t o r y  o f Ap p lie d  P h ys io lo g y  
C o lle g e  o f M ed icin e 
Eden Aven ue
C in c in n a t i ,  O h io . _

Dear  Dr . Keh oe:

At t a ch e d  i s  cop y o f a  l e t t e r  from  Mr. M. A. T a y lo r  

on a n  a l le g e d  le a d  p o is o n in g  c a s e , w h ich  you  may w is h  to  

h ave a s  a  m a t t e r  o f r e c o r d .

W: GCL 
E n c lo s u r e

Ve r y t r u l y  yo u r s ,

K? 00I  fC \ j  0 &

N8657



Bo s to n , Mass 
November 2 2 , 1937

J .  c . T a y lo r  
E t h y l G a so lin e  Corp 
C h r ys le r  B u i ld in g  
New Yo r k

Dear  O sca r :
A t t e n t io n :  Mr. 0 . B . Lew is

F or  you r  in fo r m a t io n  we w ish  t o  q u o te  fr om  Mr. R icha r d s o n 's  w e e k ly  l e t t e r  
d a ted  Novem ber 13 t h .  •

"On F r id a y , when I 'c o n t a c t e d  th e Socon y o f f i c e  in  Ha r t fo r d , J ud  Logan  
s a id  t h a t  a  Dr . M acKen sie h ad  c a l le d  in q u ir in g  a s  to  the amount o f le a d  p e r  g a l lo n  
i n  E t h y l g a s o l in e .  As J ud d id  n o t  know e x a c t l y ,  h e ' r e fe r r e d  t h i s  d o c t o r  to me. L a t e r  
I  co n t a c t e d  Mr. M i t c h e l l  o f  C o lo n ia l Bea con , in  H a rt fo r d , who a d v is e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was 
a  la w  s u i t  p e n d in g a g a in s t  one o f t h e i r  a cco u n t s  for  le a d  p o is o n in g .

"The L a u r e l O i l  Co. ( C o lo n ia l  Beacon  jo b b e r s ,  J im  McI n t yr e , P r e s id e n t )  h a s 
s u p p l ie s  fo r  sometwo y e a r s ,  th e New Method Lau n d ry, th e la r g e s t  in  H a r t fo r d , E s s o le n e . 
On© o f th e  m ech a n ics in  th e New Method Lau n d ry h as been  s i c k ,  and i s  c la im in g  t h a t  
i t  i s  le a d  p o is o n in g  c o n t r a c t e d  from  le a d e d  g a s o l ine .

" I  co n t a c t e d  th e p r e s id e n t  o f t h e  la u n d r y , Mr. Ga r ry W ill ia m s , who t o ld  
me t h a t  t h is  em p loyee f i r s t  c la im ed  t h a t  h is  i l l n e ss  was from  a  s p r a y  t h a t  t h e y u se  
in  c le a n in g  su ed e ja c k e t s .  D r . Grey o f th e S t a t e  M ed ica l Dep ar tm en t  in s p e c t e d  th e 
la u n d r y and oka yed  i t  from  t h is  a n g le .  Then th e em ployee c la im e d  t h a t  i t  was from  
th e g a s o l in e  wh ich  he had  u se d  p o s s ib ly  f i v e  t im es in  p o l i s h in g  b r a s s  on some o f t h e  
m a ch in es. S in ce  t h a t  t im e he lia s  l e f t  th e em p loy of th e New Method Lau n d ry, an d  i s  
now s u in g  them fo r  co m p en sa t ion .

"At  Mr. W illia m s s u g g e s t io n ,  I  co n t a c t e d , o ve r  th e p h on e, fr om  h is  o f f i c e ,  
Mr. H in e, th e in s u r a n ce  a d ju s t e r .  Mr. H ine d e s c r ib ed  th e ca s e , and a sk e d  t h a t  I  
co n t a c t  th e d o ct o r  in vo lve d , a  D r . W en twor th .

"D r . W en twor th  s t a t e d  t h a t  th e man had  had some t r ea t m e n t  b e fo r e  he (Dr . 
Wen twor th ) was c a l le d  in  on th e c a s e . Among o th er  th in g s ,  th e m a n 's  u r in e  was 
t e s te d , a t  th e  Co n n e c t icu t  S t a t e  C o l le g e  a t  S t o r r s , a s  w e l l  a s  h is  e x c r e t a .  Th ese 
showed le a d  co n ce n t r a t io n s  o f O.67 m gs. an d  2.0 mgs p e r  l i t e r .  The d o c t o r  co u ld  
n o t  r e c a l l  o f f  han d  wh ich  h a d  th e  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r at io n .  D r . Wen twor th  s t a t e d  t h a t  
he 7/ as fa m i l i a r  w i t h  Nr . Ke h o e 's  work in  t h is  d i r ec t io n  and was u s in g  him a s  an  
a u t h o r i t y .

- * "The ca s e  was t o  come t o  t r i a l  on Tu esd a y, Novem ber l o t h ,  b u t  i t  h a s  b een
p o s t p o n ed  i n d e f i n i t e l y ,  p r o b a b ly  two o r  t h r e e  w e e k s. The in s u r a n ce  com pany, fo r  whoa 
Mr. H ine i s  th e a d ju s t e r ,  i s  th e  Ce n tu r y In d em n ity Company o f H a r t fo r d .

"Mr. M cIn tyr e  and Mr. W illia m s  b o t h  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e pump from  w h ich  th e  
g a s o l in e  i s  d is p e n s e d  i s  m arked w it h  a  le a d  p la t e .

"The L a u r e l O i l  Company h a s  n o t  h ad  t h i s  b u s in e s s  ex c lu s i v e ly .  Acco r d in g  
to  Mr. W illia m s  t h e y  h ave b ou gh t  o t h e r  le a d  t r e a t e d g a s o l in e s  and a ls o  b e n zo l t r e a t e d  
g a s o l i n e s . "  .

T h is  l e t t e r  came in t o  th e o f f i c e  in  ou r  a b s e n ce . Mr. H. K. B a l l  d is cu s s e d  
th e m a t t e r  ove r  t h e  t e le p h o n e  w it h  Bob R ich a r d son  and a d v is e d  h im -n ot  t o  make a n y 
s t a t e m e n t s  a t  a l l  on  th e ca s e  b u t  t o  r e fe r  th e a d jus t e r  t o  o u r  New York O f f i c e .

Bo th  H en ry an d  I  f e e l  t h a t  th e ca s e  has no m e r it ,  as  th e man h a s  h a d  l i t t l e  
o r  no exp o su r e  t o  g a s o l in e .

T e r y  t r u l y  yo u r s , M. A. T a v lo r  N8657 01


