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" Boelter & Yates, Inc.

’ Envitonmentol Engineers & Sclentists

D

Marchi14, 2008 -

L,

Ms. Cynthla Weaver ' : RECE . , y
Technical Support ETVEDWAR 2 1 gpe;
U.S. Dept. of Labor - OSHA - TS
230 8. Dearbom Street -
Room 3244

Chicago, IL 50804

Re: Reguistory Opinion .
Asbestos Regulations [28CFR1610.26 (G) (vi)]

Dear Ms. Waaver;

e wise [T T

In the course of our business we have been asked 1o look at the application u:f 26CFR 1810.26
(9)W) to gaskets and packings containing more than 1% asbestos and have "Asbestos fibers...
_ modified by e bonding agent, coating, binder or other material...”,

! conducted @ search of the scientific literature and have conductsd a study of gaskets and
packings which was published in the November 2002 American industrial Hyglene Association
Joumnal My erticle, & copy of which Is attached, aiso critiques other Merature on the subject.

* My study comelates well with other competently conducted, published and unpublishred studles of
gaskets and packings. The rangk of concentrations on a 8-hour fime weighted average (TWA)
for the fen tests of five acliviies documented total fiber release under worst case scenarios as

industrial #1

Industrial #2 « Hand wire brushing Personal 0.007 0.005
Industiiel 43 - Powsr wire brushing Personsi 0.023 6.0 ' 1

Industriat ¥4 - Making gaskets with @ bafl peen Persorl - |oe.0s2 .28

hammar

1 #5 - Stern packing removal and replacement | Fersenal 0.027 0.024 u

Peracnal 0.019 0.014

Persong} 0,004 0,000

WMarllene #8 - Powsr wire brushing Personal 0.010 0.008

Maritims # - Making geskets with » byl peen hgmmer | Personal 0.028 0.022

Maritime #10 - 8tem packing removal and Personal 0.010 0.008

leglacement e ekma———

Given these findings, | would appreciate OSHA's opinion as to whether or not gaskets and
packings require labeling per 29CFR16810.26 {g)(vi).

Sincerely,

Frederick W. Boelter, CIH, PE
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