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MONSANTO CHEMICAL C dPANY

Location: Texas City, Texas

Date: April 5, 1960

To: All Safety Bulletin Boards Safety Bulletin No. 3-1960

SAFETY LADDER CHAINS

In our plant there are numerous permanent ladders equipped with a 
chain guard at the top or at the landing. The question has been raised 
as to whether or not these chains should be hooked at all times.

The primary purpose of the chain guard is to provide a continuous hand­
rail at the platform level to protect people working on the platform and 
prevent them from falling through the ladder opening. Therefore, the 

should be hooked when employees are working on the platform in 
the vicinity of the ladder opening.

At other times, wherever there is more than one access to a platform 
or work level, the chains should remain hooked on all ladders. When 
there is only one access, the chain should be left unhooked.

Although there is some hazard involved in unhooking the chain while 
ascending a ladder, it is no more hazardous than the act of climbing a 
ladder, alternately using one hand and then the other. The employee 
must remain alert to the hazards around him. A safety consciousness 
and alertness is a much better safety device than a ladder chain.
Each of us has a responsibility to ourselves and to our fellow workers 
to guard against this type of hazard.

’’YOU ARE YOUR BROTHER’S KEEPER"

C. L. Gilmore 
Safety Director
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