MONSANTO STUDY

f‘ Susmasv

. Because of Tecent {nterest in the carcinsgenicity of aecrylenisriile,
a standardized morsality analysis was conducted on workerss expoged
to this compound, Three-hundred fifty-tws males exposad to asryls.
nitrile for six months or longer prior to 1983 at two Monsants plan:s
ware selected for study. One-hundzed percent of the study cchers was
traced for deaths occurzing through 1977. Obsesved deashs did nec
differ significantly from expected deaths for any of the twenty-cne
cause~of-death categories examined. For all causes of death, 15 deazhs
vere obsoévcd and 18.11 were expected. The three cancaz deaths includa~
«d one death each from cancers of the 1ung and p:nsta:c and one death
{rom 1yuph=aa. There wére no deaths =bs¢rvcd fzom colon cancesr. Resulxs
of this analysis indicats no apparent excess in total morzality of
deaths due %5 malignant necplasms. No. trends vere obsecved to €ozTobo-
rate previouzs écpotta of excuss cancer nortllity in acryloniczile-
expcsed workers, However, the small size of the ‘study pepulaticn and
the s3all number of deaths.obsesved. necessitate further follow-up of the

' study cohort and csmparisons with other lcfylenit.ilc-cxposcd wosker

pepnlatinns. : . .

. Introductiag e o . R .
In June 1977, the Occupational Safety and Health Ad=uinistration issued
a general roquest foz inzoruation relating to the health effectis of
occupational exposure to acrylonitrile. This information would e
:cvicuod to detesnine if the then current exposure level of 10 ppa (11
uqﬁn ) for acrylonitzrile was sufficiently protective of _exposed workers,
This reevaluation of the hazards of acsylonitrile exposure was precipie-
tated by the preliminazy‘findings of a toxicolsgy study cﬁnduc'cd for
the Hann!acturinq Chemists Association and an opidcmioxgqy study ¢ n-
ducted by du?ont Coupany. . oL, ) .
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