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An American Standard implies a consensus of those substantially concerned with its scope and 
provisions. The concensus principle extends to the initiation of work under the procedure of the 
Association, to the method of work to be followed, and to the final approval of the standard.

An American Standard is intended as a guide to aid the manufacturer, the consumer, and the 
general public. The existence of an American Standard does not in any respect preclude any party 
who has approved of the standard from manufacturing, selling, or using products, processes, or 
procedures not conforming to the standard.

An American Standard defines a product, process, or procedure with reference to one or more 
of the following: nomenclature, composition, construction, dimensions, tolerances, safety, operating 
characteristics, performance, quality, rating, certification, testing, and the service for which designed.

American Standards are subject to periodic review. They are reaffirmed or revised to meet 
changing economic conditions and technological progress. Users of American Standards are cau­
tioned to secure the latest editions.

Producers of goods made in conformity with an American Standard are encouraged to state on 
their own responsibility, in advertising, promotion material, or on tags or labels, that the goods are 
produced in conformity with particular American Standards. The inclusion in such advertising and 
promotion media, or on tags or labels, of information concerning the characteristics covered by the 
standard to define its scope is also encouraged.
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Minimize Hazards to Children from 
Residual Surface Coating Materials

American Standard Specifications to

I. Scope
These specifications cover the requirements for 

coatings (such as paints, enamels, lacquers, etc, ap­
plied in liquid form) which are deemed suitable from 
a health standpoint to be used to paint children’s 
toys or furniture or interior surfaces so that the 
danger of poisoning will be minimized if, by chance, 
some of this coating should be chewed off and swal­
lowed by a child.

2. Specifications
A liquid coating material to be deemed suitable, 

from a health standpoint, for use on articles such as 
furniture, toys, etc, or for interior use in dwelling 
units where it might be chewed by children

(a) shall not contain lead compounds of which

the lead content (calculated as Pb) is in ex­
cess of 1 percent of the total weight of the 
contained solids (including pigments and 
drier) ;

( b) shall not contain compounds of antimony, ar­
senic, cadmium, mercury, selenium, or barium 
(when soluble by stirring for 10 minutes with 
5 percent hydrochloric acid at room tempera­
ture) introduced as such in the formulation 
of such coatings.

3. Marking
Coatings complying with this standard may be 

marked: “Conforms to American Standard Z66.1- 
1955, for use on surfaces which might be chewed by 
children.”
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American Standards

The standard in this booklet is one of over 1400 sta ndards approved to date  

by the American Standards Association, Incorporated .

The ASA provides the machinery for creating volunta ry standards. It serves to  

eliminate duplication of standards activities and t o weld conflicting standards  

into single, nationally accepted standards under th e designation "American  

Standard." -  • ..... ,, ....

Each standard represents general agreement among ma ker, seller, and user  

groups as to the best current practice with regard to some specific problem. Thus  

the completed standards cut across the whole fabric  of production, distribution,  

and consumption of goods and services. M anufacturers , consumers, technical  

organizations, and governmental agencies — all subst antially interested and  

affected groups — are represented on the committees w hich develop and regu­

larly revise American Standards. The completed stan dards are used widely by  

industry and commerce and often by municipal, state,  and federal governments.

The ASA, under whose auspices this work is being do ne, is the American clear­

inghouse for standards activity on the national level . Founded in 1918, it is a  

federation of more than 100 trade associations, tech nical societies, professional  

groups, and consumer organizations. Some 2300 compa nies are affiliated with  

the ASA as company members.

ASA is the United States member of the Internationa l Organization for Stand­

ardization (ISO). Through this channel American ind ustry makes its position felt  

on the international level. American Standards are on file in the libraries of the  

national standards bodies of 38 countries.

For a free list of all American Standards or informa tion about membership in  

the ASA write:

AM ERICAN STANDARDS ASSOCIATION
INCORPORATED

70 EAST FORTY-FIFTH STREET 

N EW  YORK 17, N EW  YORK
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