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Et h y l  Ga s o l i n e  Co r po r a t i o n

C i i u Y s i . i n i  B u i l d i n g
•103 Le\ im ;t o n  Av e n u e

X e W ^O R K  August 2S, 19^0

Ro b e r t  A . K k h o e .M.D.
C H A I R M A N

Os c a r  15. Le w i s
M A N A G E R

Ru s s e l l  S c h e l l
A S S I S T A N T  M A N A G E R

" S

SAFETY DIVISION

Dr. R. A. Kehoe

Dear D r. Kehoe:

We a re  a t ta c h in g  a  re p o r t  from our New York 
D iv is io n  w ith  re fe re n c e  to  th e  c le a n in g  o f  ta n k e rs  and 
"barges. T h is does n o t g iv e  com plete in fo rm a tio n  on 
th e  s u b je c t ,  "but may be h e lp fu l  u n t i l  such tim e a s i t  
can be suon lem ented w ith  a d d i t io n a l  d a ta .

Very t r u l y  y o u rs , 

0 . B. LEWIS

B

RSiGCL 
E n c lo su re
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E t h y l  Ga s o l i n e  Co r p o r a t i o n

C H R Y S L E R  B U I L D I N G
405 Le x in g t o n Av e n u e

INTER- OFFICE 
CORRESPONDENCE

N e w  Y o r k

A ugust 16, I 9A0

Mr. R. C. Murphy

Dear Dick? R efi C lean in g  o f  ta n k e rs  
and barges»

The fo l lo w in g  were 
c le a n in g  o f  pe tro leum  ta n k e rs

c a l le d  on to d ay  w ith  re fe re n c e  to  th e  
and b a rg e s .

M r. 3 . C oates 
M arine R epa ir D iv .
Socony Vacuum O il C o ., In c . 
26 Broadway, New York C i ty .

Mr. J .  H. Brown 
S a fe ty  S u p erv iso r 
T ide '.Vater O il Co.
17 B a t te ry  P la c e , New York C i ty .

Mr. Jack  Woodward 
M arine Div*
S tan d a rd  O il Co. o f  N. J .  
R o c k e fe l le r  P la z a , New York C i ty .

Mr. Ross
S u p t. E ng ineer
C. D. M allo ry  & C o ., In c .
11 Broadway, New York C i ty .

I t  would seem t h a t  a l l  ta n k e rs  a re  c lean ed  by th e  Bu tte rw o rth  
System (B u tte rw o rth  System  I n c . ,  26 Broadway, New York C i t y ) .  T h is 
system  em ployes h ig h  p re s s u re  w ater h e a te d  to  a t  l ea s t  180° F and e je c te d  
th rough  'w h ir l in g  j e t s  a g a in s t  th e  s id e s ,  to p  and bottom  o f  th e  h o ld .
T h is knocks o f f  a l l  o f  th e  s c a le  and p u lv e r ize s  i t  so t h a t  p r a c t i c a l l y  
a l l  o f  i t  i s  pumped o u t by th e  sh ip s  pumps. Men raj^JLy e n te r  th e  h o ld s  
ex ce p t when th e re  i s  an  ex ce ss  o f  sc a le  t h a t  th e  pumps have n o t removed 
o r tw ice  a y e a r when th e  sh ip  i s  docked fo r  in s p e c tio n  and r e p a i r s .  
Tankers i n  co n tin o u s  g a so l in e  s e rv ic e  a re  r a r e l y  c lean ed  more th a n  tw ice  
a y e a r .  I n  such ta n k e rs  th e re  a re  in s ta n c e s  where as  much a s  25 b b ls .  
o f  sc a le  have been removed by hand a f t e r  use o f  th e B u tte rw o rth  system . 
U su a lly  th e  s c a le  can be m easured in  a few b u c k e t fuls .  Tankers c a r ry in g  
d i f f e r e n t  p ro d u c ts  a re  c lean ed  a t  each change and may be a s  o f te n  a s  
once a week.
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The h o ld s  a re  com p le te ly  gas f re e d  a t  each c le a n in g  x±  and 
th o ro u g h ly  te s te d  i f  men a re  to  e n te r .  Men do n o t w ear masks o r  s p e c ia l  
c lo th in g  a lth o u g h  a i r  l in e  b low er masks seem to  be a v a i la b le  on each  
b o a t . I t  seems to  be th e  common o p in io n  t h a t  th e  s c a le  d e p o s i ts  i n  a 
g a so l in e  ta n k e r  a re  th e  r e s u l t  o f  th e  s a l t  'water ba l l a s t  u s u a l l y  c a r r ie d  
one way.

3 arge3  a re  u s u a l ly  f o r  f r e s h  w a te r  3 e fv ise  and r a r el y  t r a v e l  
w ith  a w a te r b a l l a s t .  The g r e a te r  p a r t  o f  th e  barge f l e e t s  a re  c lean ed  
on ly  once a y ea r when docked f o r  in s p e c t io n  and r e pa i r s .  Few b a rg es  
a re  c lean ed  w ith  th e  B u tte rw o rth  System as  th e  ta n ks  a re  sm a ll and 
■ water s tream s from a hose can re a c h  ev ery  p a r t  from  the  m anhole. Here 
a g a in  men r a r e l y  e n te r  th e  ta n k s  e x c e p t i n  extrem e E ases as  in  ta n k e rs  
or when b e in g  docked fo r  r e p a i r s .  A ir l i n e  masks a re  seldom used  a l ­
though a v a i la b le  a t  m ost p o in ts  where c le a n in g  ta k es  p la c e .

A ll  com panies seem to  be very  c a r e fu l  in  t e s t i n g  tan k e rs  and 
b a rg es  f o r  freedom  from  pe tro leu m  g ases b e fo re  men a re  p e rm itte d  to  
e n te r  them . Tankers c a r ry  t h e i r  own te s t i n g  equ ipm en t.

We can a r ra n g e  to  w itn e ss  th e  c le a n in g  o f  a ta n k e r  u s in g  the  
B u tte rw o rth  System  by g e t t in g  i n  touch  'w ith :

Mr • T . J . H eath
T ide W ater O il Co.
17 B a t te ry  P la c e , liew York C i ty .

The above in fo rm a tio n  was g a th e re d  r a th e r  h a s t i l y  i n  one day 
so n o t much tim e was sp en t a t  any one p o in t  i n  d is cu s s in g  d e t a i l s .  I t  
i s  my su g g e s tio n  t h a t  i f  more d e t a i l  i3  d e s ire d  t h at  we f i r s t  w itn e ss  
th e  c le a n in g  o f  a ta n k e r .  We p ro b ab ly  cou ld  th e n  ask  more i n t e l l i g e n t  
q u e s t io n s  and p ic tu re  more c l e a r l y  what i s  b e in g  d is c u s s e d .

Very t r u l y  y o u rs ,

A. JV 'B aldw in

KE 0022260


