i) | 4 dadn WAL LA A Ll
¢ 3 "hlcago

-

e September 4, 1945

Dear Doctor Holmblad: .

I regret extremely that due to a series of factors, it has becoeme
necessary for me to write this letter, in explanation of the reasons why we
are spprehensive of our ability to properly take care of your requirements
in connection|/with your proposed meeting scheduled here April 8-13, 19486,

It is difficult to review the circumstances attendant on our
rarious negotiations, but I believe that we should at least recall the
fact that The Drake willingly released your Association from any obligation
1n connection with the original commi‘ment for a meeting scheduled here in
April of this year, cancellation of which, of course, was induced by the
GeDLTo governmental restrictive measure which forbade any group's meeting
in excess of fifty personse.

On qsnoellation of these arrangements for 1945, we asked your
permission to enter a tentative reservation for 1946 as we were still
anxious to have the opportunity and privilege of entertaining your folks
here, and therefore, reserved on an optional basis, space for April 22-27,
1546, At your board meeting held June last, you asked a change in these
dates to April 8~13, which were agreeable with the hotel, and the necessary
change was breught about.

ﬁith the war's end so suddenly, all hotels, including The Drake,
found themselves in a difficult position relative to their ability to entertain
iarze group meetings for several reasons,

First, and as an illustration, in order that we might comfortably
provide for your out-of-town members, it would be necegsary for us to set
:5ide not less than 260 sleeping rooms for the exclusive use of your members,
and in addition, secure at neighboring hotels approximately 500 additional
rooms for thlsrpurpose. The concensus of opinion among hotel men seems to
bs, at the moment, that the momentum of the terrifio volume of business that
has existed these past several years will oontinue at least six, and perhaps
&s long as twelve months, from the date of the war's end. The Armed Services
are gtill using from 15% to 20% of our facilities in a direoct way, and of
course, the demand indirectly would perhaps amount to another 15% or 20% of
our total faoilitiea.

In making & survey of neighboring hotels in connection with the
possibility of our taking care of your meeting in April, 1946, I regret to
advise that the Knickerbocker management expressed the opinion that their
commitment would of necessity be cut to approximately 50 rooms ingtead of
150, and the several other hotels that we had made arrangements with for the
1945 meeting showed little disposition to guarantes any set number of rooms
and guerantee them this far in advance.

It ie the opinion of ocur personnel director that we can expect
little relief in the way of manpower, particularly in the departments that
would have the responsibility of installing exhibit booths and the handling



of exhibit material, botl in and out, !or your expositisn ~- that hotels
will be the last ones to have any re.i.f due, in part, to the fact that

these positions in the hotul industry are in tho lower brackets, and most

of the folks who are being released from war factories and who have enjoyed,
in many instancee, double the carnings that were possible i{h the hotel field,
will shop around fer other positions and perhaps resort te taking vacations.
Therefore, we are fearful that it will not be feagible for us to handle this
portion of your meeting in a satisfactory manmer.

Beoause of this combinatien of circumstances, 6ver which we
npparently have no controel, I frankly believe it would be advisable for
yeur Board of Directers to grant us a release, and while we readily appresiate
that this may cause you some inconvenience because of previous planning, it
would be my suggestion that you endeavor to select a larger hotel whiesh
would have the advantage of having available all of the faoilities naecessary
for your mesting and exhibity plus the ability to guarantee you not less than
500 rooms for your members.

I am sure that Dell Rhea, in charge of the Chisage Convention
Bureau, would also be more than willing to cooperate in assisting yeu to
yeoure whatever additional sleeping rooms are nesessary for the allied groups
in hotels adgacent to the hotel of your choioe.

I%am personally very scrzy that this action has become necessary
and want tojextend my sineere thanks and appreciation to you and the members
cf your official family and Board of Directors for the kind consideration
snewn me during all of our negotiations, end also during the period of all
your meetings here at The lrake.

Thanking you in advance for your oongsideration ef the feregoing,
and assuring you i4 is our sincere wish we may have the privilege of enter-
taining your folks either for a small or larger meeting in the not too distan®
future, I am

Sincerely yours,

(Signed) G. E. R. Flynn
General Sales Manager
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