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reliably and cost effectively. If implemented, the Proposed Fee will, once again, snatch this hope from
these hardworking individuals, as such an action will force ACNR (the largest underground thermal coal
mining company in the Country with approximately fifty (50) million annual tons of thermal coal
production under management) to lay off 3,900 hardworking coal miners in West Virginia and lllinois,
including 1,700 employees that are union represented members of the United Mine Workers of America.
Apart from the loss of the ACNR's 3,900 jobs, there will be many more indirect jobs lost that supply
materials and services to support these 3,900 coal miners and their families.

ACNR respectfully requests that the Proposed Fees be delayed until an adequate number of
United States of America registered cargo ships are available to transport ACNR's coal. The thermal coal
industry cannot carry this undue and unnecessary burden. Our industry and our employees have been
unfairly penalized enough over the last four (4) years. We support the program for tariffs to protect, and
create, jobs in this Country, but this particular Proposed Fee works against this objective as currently
drafted.

| am available to discuss these issues with you at any time and at any location that may be
convenient for you.

Sincerely,

American Consolidated Natural Resources, Inc.

S\

Robert D. Moore
President and Chief Executive Officer
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