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Monsanto Seeks EPA Study

Company Claims ‘False .Cimtroversy’v Over Tests
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Moasants Co. bas askad the federa] government to 2ake
an “{mpartal review” of two tasts of workers expossd 1o
dioxin to settie what Monsaato mys is ¢ “fabe costroversy”
surrounding the udier’ sccurecy. )

Divxin i3 » toxic dyproduct of some chemics! procaeses.

policy.
“The lxpartial action [by the foderal goveramant] would
perve 0 put an ead to this false costrovessy,” Moosanto
mid in an Oct. | Jetter to EPA. “Absent such government

Monsanto wants the studias, which ware conducted by  action, Mossants will cootisue to suffer damage 10 its
e compeny, 0 be examinad by the Environmental Pro-  reputaticn.”
tection Agency and the Natioaal Ingtt- Monmnto sent a copy of (he Htter
tute of Occupational Satety and . the Post-Dispatch. -
Bealth. c : The letter mid that 8 memorsadum -

Critics contend that Monsanto's re- ritics contend that  written enrlier inty your by Jenkins
search was flawed, Monsanto’s research cootaited “untrue allegations™ that

The Rudies, published io scisatific oo flgwed . the company 2ad daitberately ynders
journals in 1980 and 1983, fuiled to ' reported ratas of cancer af the Nitro

find any chironlc Boults offects of df-
oxin exposure other than chioracne, a serious form of acne.

Monsanto's research iovoives workars st Moasantio's
Nitro, W. Va, plant who were axposed o dicxin. The
company analyzsd cancer-related deaths of employees
who manufactured 2,4.5-T, & herbicide mat aiso wad an
ingredient {n the defoliant Agent Orange used in the Viet-
BAmM War. '

. Monmnto ctied the studies in defending & it brought by

resldents of Sturgeon, Mo. in 1079, They claimed that their
bealts bad been impaired after 2 ruilrond pccident that
caused u 5pils of 19,000 galions of wood preservative and s
tiny amount = estimated st 3 teaspoon = of dioxin.

1a 1587, an Tiiools elrcuit court jury in Baltevills, awnrd-
od $28,000 to a family whose farm was near the accident
site and $1 each to 83 other plaintitts, Eut the fury alsc
awyrded $10.28 million in punitive damages. .. .

Monsanto appenled the puntitive damages verdict to the
Iliinols Fifth District Appallate Court I8 Mount Vernos, IRl

Moomacto mid its Nitro workers' dioxin studies are ac-

workers.

“Not withstanding our afforts to correct the record, these
baseloas chargas have been repested [n pewspaper sc-
counts and even befare s coogresyiona! subcommitiee,”
e latter maid.

Jenkine didn't return phoae culls, In previous nterviews,
she bas mid that some of her arguments wers takan from

' chargss in the Sturgeon case. .

Dun Bishop, 8 Mozmnto spokesman, sid EPA has not
rq%ndodmhocomnmm.

e allegations kave been around for & wille,” mid
William H. Fariand, an EPA official, ia & telephone intar-
view. Hs of health and environments!
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Oil Prices Hike Steam Heat Ratésf
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