19557 Nutimal Safety Ciomgrese

discase, 1 recall eme plam where the em-

rinyees «f a heat-treating depanimemt had

discovered that  they could have nicely
wasted sandwiches by flaating them on a
piece of sicel on the Jead pot. This i one
+f the betier metheds far de\clopmg cheomic
lead juizoning by ingestion of lead,

Since 1kis sor of thing s mther rausual,
s mmier preblems in the engineesing con-
trad uf wecupationsd discase have 1 do with
preventing nrio.x. Lhd~ r.f Custs, wapo:

the

:'rc & variew of me '.zx‘.ablc.

SUBSTITUTE MATERIALS

ic cometimes gessible 16 subsgitme

v(~~ oNic mater jor the cme which i

2 used and svnid the preblem. A rather

n example wauld he the e

water emulsinn r-air.z ior 4 facquer

wpowith zoivemiz. This sulvee the

troblem of comrnd of soivem vapors unlh

?I“‘ er efirrt. Tt does not neces saanily

wlve the whnle comir o{ preblem since the
Jigment

Fie

renision and maintenance md the jeeple
_who dn : ware husy M p—r-.encd An
xr_c»la_ltd ererztinn which i+ a serious sowrre
of air conta on is very apt 19 bernme
neighferivyd meisance.

A more zencmully applicable device ic
enclosure of the process. This is s
readily seen in the chemical industry whese
many processes are carried omt in o
pletely closed system from the raw mate
tanks 3t one end of the packaged prod
at the other. When thoroughly carried

re of the process unguestionably
931 ¢cemnplete and most frol-pross
N lor the workmen.

The 1vpe o
the zencral
«r at the enuree by trcal exhaust ventilar
or by cther means, such 28 wes
wich wifl prevens ¢
dispersed inta the a

t( 'ﬁm. which i& me

from

der pratertive equl

! e press
s .\n~1 the e

ine as a primary methed
ard 1t is uselul ac a priz
en the kazard iz of shom
nY pccurs i'-x'.'tﬂum‘h The rmair
uie «f persnnal praective equiperent is as a
~crad fine «f deiense after the hazard i
wel! ¢cemsirrdied By engineering means
e main proflem. in 2 craat many o
ces is 16 rec.onize the exact nature an?
t ef the bazard When this has leer
drae, the appeapsiate means of canirol are
am to be fairly obvious. The {act thaw
the manticslar eandition kz2s never been co
wlled by 3 pamicelar precedure whick
inghs CorTect it not an adequate reason frr
deciding that i1 never can e

SAFETY—A MORAL RESPONSIBILITY
by DR. CAMERON P. HALL

exgcutive director, National Council of

the Churches of Christ in the U. S, A.

New York city

Like e we his
safety tus twn sides.
what we do when : lhc other
<ide comcernz what we do 14 promate safets.
Specifically, we are o dig leneath the nrG-
wram and method l-meath the device and
tecknique to the moral fasis far why we
shauld do even more than we are in pus‘x-
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ing wir afety record higher and highes.
At this safezuard-end of the saietv problem
relizinn hus a flace as significam ac at the
breakdoun-end. A eoncern ifor safety mea-
sures is fed by a Yively sensitivity to the
weliare of the individual that is at the hean
of the religious life of this natinn. ludaism
and Christianity are together in afirming

ding truth: the individual iz of worth
he is of worth 10 God. What we
peopie dr 1o express in practieal 1erms
xm'lh and dignity i the individual is a
esponsibility ugon cach of us as an
jual and 1ngethes in groups.
are intimately imr.lu:d in all the
ems and imterests of o’::uuzcd 1ahor.
tue 3t is oot isclated
L which are also moral
2¢ teiore T plunze into the moral
lality, 1 want fo stress that saie
and parcel of atdier labor programs
are also shre throuzk with moral
sibility.
instance, safeguards against unem-
ent are an accepted meral responsi-
We kove the Full Emplorment Act
194'.). which makes the avoidance of un-
et a public palicy T}'at a man
ie an opporumily w work 1 3 mernal
o thar imdus lalor and the public
wn punting * fiess beneath th
le caployved is @ snrsl respaasihilits.
en technclogical advances, such ag aute~
are inttreduced ch threaten the
ef johs, couster meastrer are
sted lv\ fabor, and receive a zeod hear-
ameng us. Why? Peranse dealing with
cats o unempleyment i accepred as a
I respensibility in our American way
7 hife.

UNEMPLOYMENT—A MORAL {SSUE

ut whenee come majar threats 1o a man
g to werk teing paable 10 work?
clical. tecknological, and other causes, in
sure. stand our. But men are aften~all
3 @t of a job lecause they have
ed ar disabled as well 23
wme overall economic. or
technical squeeze. Loss of jobv and incame
8 d.xe in large part 1o fxilure in safeguards
=zainst accidents, Safety is a moral respon-
sibitity because ascuring the opportunity inr
employment is a moral responsibilits.
Arain. ethical practices by both labor and
management are recognized as 3 moral re-
spansibility of both. This phrase—"ethical
practices”—has taken an specific reference
10 the right of the individual unjon member
16 protection against the misuse of union
and welfare junds. But certainly he is
equally entitied to protection from unnec-
essary accidents—-through education and
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training, on the one hand, and through

Labor Safety

physical QxeguanL on the other hand
Klindness by a union toward, or tr-!er:mcc by
an crnp\u\tr ci, anv carelessness in saiewy

T™MEAsUTes te an unecthical practice tmurd
union members and other workers—it is a
{ailure in moral responsitility,

SAFETY PROMOTES FREEDOM

And thirdly, American labor is out in
irent in helping bring the sirength of the
United States into the irec world. A sense
of mora) vesponsibility fur saiety is at the
heart of what the iree wrrld sands jor—
the wantk and dignity «f the individual.
Muny tests that we Americans have 1o meet
jeiore world opinion have to do with safety
—1ests that we are far irom passing with
the grade that we can aiways he proud af.
Last fafl, ‘we had to exjose to the world
the kazard to their safety of nine Negro

children in gring to un Arlansas school.
Tl.a! king of hazard to safety is a {ailure
in our moral responsibility toward the worth
«f a child.

Bur e to another aspect of our national
{ife. Oher masch 10 ever Sreater abundance.
ever greaser prad.mr v, ever greater tech-
nedogical prowess it impreasive, even breath-
taking. But we shauld te cqually concerned
with the race we' are setting in on-the-job,
«coupariomal safery. And beyond this we
new stand on the threshold of the nuclnr
energy industry, with its reactors and ito-
apes, its fissionable fuels and their radio-
active wastes. The hazards «i radiation in
this new industry give 1o moral responsibility
{nr tajery a new dimension and urgency.

Let me just mention hree characteristics
i the poteniial harm there is in radiation:
1. when vou are hunt by over-exprsure.
you do not know it n: the time and -a start
caving for it; vou leam of it—iater; 2. the
harmiul effects are not transitory; msle:\d.
they add up—accumulmively; 3. radiation
can reach into the human reproductive svs-
tem and hence blight later zenerations. While
theze dangers are near the suriace in the
use of radic-active materials, they can be
kept under comtrol hy vigilence, Certainly
sajeguards against these risks shauld have
1np priority in a safety program.

\\Lien 2 stranger, say irom the relatively
underdeveloped countries in Asia and Africa,
or irom behind the Iron Curtain, should ask
of us, “In vour impressive rush toward
mounting economic prosperity, and now into
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