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53 GLOUCESTIR PLACE, LONDOIVY WiH ¢HL, ENCGLAND -

ASBESTOS INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION

{Limisrd by Cuarantee)

Telephone: o485 wobly
‘Telegrarns: Intag Lozdan
Telex- 25848 INTA G

Mr. Horst Kucseh, Vs ALA/1/POL
Wirtschaftsverband Ashestzement ¢.V,

Harvestehueer Weg 18,
2000 Hambupg 13,

W Gurmany. also to:

Dipl. Kim Harald Merkel, 9 July 1981
Hartin Merkel K.G.,

Peptfach 93 02 8o,

2102 Hamburg 93. [43 s ny
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Orgonisation of Associations

At our AlA Executive Committee Meeting om July 7/8 the recent events in
Cerpany were considered and very great concern was expressed atr the
implications fox Germany and, followlng from this, for us all.

1t wag this latter consideration with all its grave luplications which led
the Executive Committee to feel thas they should communicate with both WVA
and WVAZ to advise them carnestly te comsider forming one National German
Agsocintion to deal axclusively with the asbestos and heaslth issgue and quire
scparate from commercial ov svientific wrgamisations.

The advanrages sre clears-

{a) Concentration and identity of vwiewpoint end thus of representaticos to
Covernment, Unions, Media and the Public, so avoiding conflicring szerion.

(t) & strouger voice because of speakiog for a larger orgamisation.

A method of achieving a single German Asbestos Associatlon for this particular
purpase without wvasting precious time might be as folloug:~

{a) Those people in WYA and WVAZ who are concerned with asbestos and Bealth
and its impact on Govemment/Unions Mediafthe Public should be joined
into & swall group and forwm the new Associatiom, leaving the other tuwe
Associations with responsibilizy for just their commercial activities.

(b} & headquarters to be set up in the most convenient fsciliries which
exist. A responsible official should be available at all times.

(c] To preserve am identity for this new Associaiion which would be separate
from any existing Assoclavion, company or organisation, 8 weutral
address should be used.
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CONFIDENTIAL

ASBESTUS DEVELOPMENTS IN GERMANY

At yesterday's meeting of the Executive Committee of the AIA,

My Schermer {German Eternit), who wa¢ standing in for Or. Schwarz,
gave a brief and pessimistic account of developments in Germany
and | thought that you would be interested to recelve my summary
of those comments,

Tha present position appears to be that the Federal Goverrment
Ervironments] Protection Agency is preparing a catalogue of products
which can be used in place of asbestos-cement. The EPA emphasis is
on product substitution as they appear to recognise that there is no
substitute for asbestos for the reinforcement of cement.  This
catalogue is scheduled for publication by ist September and will be
widely publicised particularly in the trade press. German Eternit
understands that there will be extensive guotation of the Califano
figures on cancer risks in the United States.

Aithough the attitudes of the Federal Ministries of Labour and
Housing at present suggest that asbestos-cement creates no health
risk 1o the general pubiic or in the enviromment, the Ministry of
fconomic Affairs appears to be 1ess than optimistic that those iwe
departments will be able to withstand possible political pressure
which could be exerted on them to chasge their view.

It seems probable that a court action will be brought against the
German EPA by Eternit or by the WYAZ.  This development has been
compiicated by 3 press release three days ago by the Wirtschaftsverband
Asbest which criticises the EPA.  the VA and the WVAZ very rarely
sen eye-io-eye!l

AL a conference of State Ministers of the Envircrment on 8th May the
Bremen Minister suggested that all States should follow the Bremen
1ead. iy banning totally the use of asdestos within their States by
1st April 1983. The Bremen decision, which was taken on 25th June,
produced a vote on strictly gany‘lines and intensive lobbying is now
taking place to try to get this recinded. It appears from the

8th May meeting that two Other States indicated that they might follow
the Bremen approach. However, the neat meeting of State Ministers
on 15t November is 1ikely to confine discussion to the replacement of
gggeswswmnt pased pn the catalogue which 15 tobe produced by the
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Herr Ehrenberg, the Federal Labour Mirister, is proposing to hold &
conference on substitutes for asbestos in 1982,  The present indica-
tions are that this may take place about mid-summner.,

German Eternit are clearly in near paric from the present positien

and have zet up a task force freed fram all other management respan-
sibil4ties.  This consists of S¢hwarz, Bormemann apd Schermer and
reports direct to Dr. Reicher who s giving not less than 33% of his
time to the political side of asbestos and health developments.

The task force is ¢ollecting data and 15 undertaking political
lobbying at Federal and State level and is contacting all its
customers, We have suggested that the task force should cover the
whole of the industry and not be seen fo be just an Eternit initiative.
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