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The Northeastern Illinois Planning Commission, after extcrisiv 
study, has adopted a Regional V.’a,stewater Plan for the Chicago 
metropolitan area. This plan, endorsed by the Environmental 
Protection Agency at cur hearings (A. 149), contemplates a 
nine-plant system consisting of the existing plants operated 
oy tilon .-,.1 uyrs r.r.c V.’esv. Chi cage u:iv. by the Wii—atvn s: id II1 ri.via Ic. 
Sanitary Districts; 0. consolidation of the existing Elmhurst 
and .'alt Creek Sanitary District plants; and new plants at 
Naperville, Woodridge, and (two) in the Addison-w'codridge 
area (See ■••II’C, Regional wastewater Plan, adopted .'larch ,
1971; R* 59-61, 63-64). This plan appears, on the basis of 
the evidence so far before us, to be an entirely reasonable 
means of eliminating the present problem. In the absence of 
contrary evidence, we think it should be carried out at once.

Vie could draft regulations prescribing exactly which 
government is to build which plant. It would appear sensible, 
if nothing better can be worked out in a reasonable time, that 
the Wheaton and Hinsdale Sanitary Districts and Elmhurst, Gler. 
Ellyn, and West Chicago each take responsibility for treatment 
in its region, since they are operators of existing plants 
that are to be expanded to become parts of the new plan, and 
that the County build the new plants. Or we could order every­
one else to contract for the County to supply service every­
where. V/e shall not hesitate to order just this if the parties 
and the legislature cannot agree on a better institutional frame­
work such as a single county-wide district as suggested aoove.
But v.e propose to allow six months for such a framework to be 
ci’oated before doir.g sc. Consequently the present proposal is 
to require the implementation of the HIPC plan by January, 1975, 
allowing six months for a resolution of the administrative


