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August 4, 1988
TO: Members, Health Task Force
FROM: Brad Oelman

SUBJECT: Preparation of Dr. Rauscher for TV Interview
TIMA Statement on OSHA rulemaking

Attached is the material provided by CertainTeed to Dr. Rauscher in
preparation for his interview by WCAU-TV om August 5. Oweng-Corning also
provided a shortened version of its Key Health Messages (eliminated the two
dealing with indemnification and Newark).

Dr. Rauscher recieved media training from Rob Flaherty and Vicki Jordan via
telephone August 4, and Rob/Vicki report he did very well and effectively
used his extensive research background, Including a stint as a Dirctor of
WHO.

Also enclosed 1s the approved TIMA statement about the OSHA rulemaking and
the NIOSH position.

BCO/1ps
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August &, 1988

FAX

TO: B. Oaelman ~ Owens-Corning (419/248~5337)
R. Plaberty - Burson Marstellar (212/614-4263

FROM: D. Wackerman ~ CertainTeed

Attached fs materfal for use in preparing for the WCAU-‘.W
{nterview tomorrow.

Pagas attachedr"“f ‘
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KEY STATEMENTS FQR WCAU-JV INTERVIEN (8/88)

A group of world-renowned sciencists met ila London last '
September and concluded that for glass fibers the possible
risk of lung cancer among the general pubdlic is very low,
if there is any at all, and should not be cause for
concern if the current low levels of exposure continue.

rast year, sclentists from the International Agency for
Research on Cancer, known as IARC, evaluated data from a
substantial number of human scieantific studies and
concluded that evidence was inadequate to link fiber glass
with cancer in man.

Data from more than 400 acientific reports amd studies
produced over the past 50 years supports the fiber glass
industry's position that fiber glass is safe to
manufacture and use, :

The Thermal Insulation Manufacturers Association, commonly
known as TIMA, has taken a proactive approach to ensuring
that fidber glass is safe by sponsoring health studies,
which are conducted by leading scientists at independent
U.S8. national laboratories and universities. Prankly, I
don't Xnow of any other industry that has studied {ts
products as extensively as the fiber glass industry.

The fiber glass industry's cozmitment to health research
is denonstrated by the fact that TIMA has an active Health
Safety Group, which is responsible for initiating,
evaluating, directing and administering all TIMA research
activities relating to health, safety and work environment.
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Questions and Angvers In Prepacation for WCAU-TV Interviey

s w ulat

Yas. This belief is backed by data from over 400 reports and studies over the
past 50 years that show no cause and effect relationship detween fiber glass

and disease in man.

2. ass is acommen SIS Wear res

when 1 111 iber glas

It is wise to avoid inhaling any foreign dusts or vapers, and S0 we suggest

that those who work with fiber glass follow recommendsd work practices.

3. Why have manufacturers changed their product }abels to_indicate that fibder
glass is possibly carcinogenic?

Manufacturers modified the labels on their insulation products to reflect &
June 1987 classification by the International Agency for Research on Cancer,
known as IARC, that is based largely on experiments in which tumors ware
produced dy injecting or surgically implanting large doses of gqlass fibers
into the lungs of laboratory animals ~— studies that in no way resembdle
conditions {n which humans would be exposed to fiber glass.

(Add, 1f time allows)

There is a lot of debate in the sclentific community about that classification

because when IARC scientists looked at data from a substantial number of human
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studies they concluded that there was “inadequate evidence® to link Cider
‘glass with cancer in animals, even {f there is no such link in humans.

s fib ana egtos?

No. There are important diffecrences between the two materials, most important
of which is the fact that fiber glass has pot been shown to cause cancer in

man -- asbestos has.

¥iber qlass and asbestos ¢an be compared to sugar and cocalne. They look
similar, but they have radically different effects on the body.

(Add, if time allows)

The materials are different in terms of chemical composition, physical
structure and, most importantly, in the way they react in the body., Animal
studies show that glass fibers, unlike asbestos, tend ¢o dissolve in bodily

fluids and can be naturally cleared from the body.

at do ust to 8 t the rnin e8

leqin th problems.

I'm not familiar with the cass, but it's very possible that that particular
worker may have been exposed to mteria).s in other environments that could
have caused health problems. Tens of thousands of fiber glass workers have
been studied during the past fifty years, and the data has shown no cause and

effect relationship between fiber glass and diseases in man.
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re £id makin
% Y use er insulat .
't that £ glas ad o _the .
ther e _dan

rirst of all, fidbers must be alrborne in order to be inhaled; and studles show
that airborne exposure levels during pcroduction and installation generally are
below recommended federal government levels. Even if some fibers did get into
the lung, studies who that very fine glass fibers are the ones that disxolve
most readily in bodily fluids.

(add, if time allows)

In a study completed at the Los Alamos National Laboratory in 1986, rats and
hansters inhaled £ine fibers -- up to 1,000 times the amount currently allowed
in the workplace ~- with no adverse health effects.

8. Richard Munson had launched 3§ campaign aqainst the fiber qlass industry,

orming a avi r Gl laiming that the material
*deat *  Howy -espond laims

It's important to point cut that Mr, Munson is involved in the cellulose
insulation business, a competitor of fiber glass. His statements have to be
consideredin this context. It would be like evaluating Lee Iacocca's

statements about Honda or another competing car manufacturer.
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August S, 1988

TO: Board of Directors
Health/Safety Group

PROM: Public Information Committee
SURJ: OSHA RULEMAXING HEARING AND NIOSH TESTIMONY

In updating its proposed rule on air contaminants,
covering more than 400 substances, the U. §. Occupational
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) is conducting
hearings in Washington, DC. OSHA proposes a standard of
smg/m3 for fibrous glass dust and 10 =»g/m3 for mineral
wool fiber (gravimetcric wmethod).

On August 1, the National Institute of Occupational Safety
and Health (NIOSH), research arm of the U, 8, Department
of Health and Human Services, commented on OSHA's proposed
rule., Richard A. Lemen, Director of the Division of
Standards Development and Technology Transfer, presentaed
NIOsSH's testimony. NIOSH's current Recommended Exposure
Level (REL) for fibrous glass is 3f/cc (fiber count
method). NIOSH does not now have a RBL for mineral wool.

TIMA supports the afforts of OSHA and NIOSH aimed at
protecting worker health as evidenced by its long-standing
and extensive research program and by its continuation of
that research. Purther, TIMA believes all rulemaking
should be based on sound scientific research and the
asgociation will continue to fully cooperate with
governmental agencies to assist in the collection of all
current medical-scientific information.

Attached is a copy of NIOSH's written testinmony and a
transcript of TIMA's cross examination on August 1.
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