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Hr. D. A* Wbodaid 
Acting Director 
Marketing A Technical Services Division 
Property Management & Disposal Services 
General Services Administration 
Washington, D.C* 20140$

Dear Mr. Woodards

Accompanying my letter of February 3, 1969, were 
two copies each of company replies regarding the 
tipdating of the Airchaee Specifications for Chxya- 
otils and Aaosite Asbestos.

Enclosed are two copies of cosasats on the updating 
of the Specifications from Johns-Manville. These 
ooasaents had not been received when we sent the 
previous cess.

After year staff ha* an opportunity to conclude its 
review of the company oomraaxxta regarding updating 
of the SpefcdficatLona, wo would like to discuss the 
natter with yen before preparing the revised Speci­
fication. •

Sincerely yours.

Q.KjkjUc;
3. X. Slaughter^
Assistant Director 
Office of Industrial Materials 
Industrial i < Mtlvi
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January 30* 1969

Mr* Carl A. Cnsa
Miscellaneous Metals and Minerals Division 
U. S* Department of Commerce 
Business and Defease Services Administration 
Washington, D.C. 20230

Dear Mr. Cnams*

r

Tour letter to Mr. J* A. Broun requesting as opinion related fco national 
Stockpile Purchase Specifications P-3-R4 for chrysotile and P-4-25 for aaosite 
has been referred to the Asbestos Textile Institute and subsequently to our 
committee for reply.

The attached suggestions for stockpiling of chrysotile asbestos fibre are the 
result of a coordinated effort by Dr. Lewis Cralley, United States Public 
Health Service; S. M. Fenner, Johna-Maaville; and myself.

If ycu require additional inf ores ti on, or if I can be of further assistance, 
please contact me.

•
I

ii

' CLS/cms 

Attach. •

Very truly yours,
• c. jL.a£u&£&a—•

C. L. Sheckler,
Committee Chairman 
Asbestos Textile Institute
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•X* Pccteaalas
* ‘ ‘ * * * i

Most of the ehrysotlle asbestos flbro supplied by Johno-Mcnvlllo to 
United CcoCes custossro lo packaged la 2 to 5 ply prosouro peeked paper ■

• bosa Containing 100 Iba of fiber. It lo cor opinion tbet pronansa poefceir 
paper boss nro ccosidorably cleaner then cloth for the following racoonst

A* Paper bego con bn and cso nlxvsahod before ohlpcaat* ‘4 ■
“ • •. *

2* There la no fibre leakage throuch tUo ourfeco of thebafc., . ■ v . ■
C. Xf spillage oceuro* fibre can bo vaeues clcaaed fros/tho eosfeeo 

of papsr bees* *. IVU I ; v

0* Prosouro packaging of chryootila aebastoe fibre eonprosooe the 
fibre into n solid ben vhidt in loan dusty then looee fibre*
Thoso been ere rectangular in shape and load thcaaolrea to nnfer 
and cere off iciest piling and DCorago.

Vn also Chip oo=a chxysotilo oshootos fibre to tbe United States in 
10 os* pressure peeked 100 lb. bvrlop begs* Xc has bean our esperlenee 
tbet pressure packaging of burlap bags baa been advantageous In reducing 
dust aa coopered to loose fibre In burlap*

% .
* • *

Randlicr, Procedures
*

locosnended health safety proetieoa for hacdllng ebsysotlle eaboeton 
flbro ere oa folleust ...

i* Voxkaea involved la tbe unloading* handling ead otorngo of chrycotile 
asbestos should bo cade aaaro of the health risks* known or Suspected 
and tabs protective ecaaures to oil nine to ezeeaoiva eapoeuro that &sy 
ba Injurious*
• * * *

2* Upon opening railroad cars* crude or ship bolds containing chf peseta 
of asbestos flbro* all loose fibre should bo resound by vocuua 
cleaning prior to unloading* Uorkscn involved la tbo cleaning oheuld 

. veer finreen of Hlnco approved respiratory a<icljraent for pacseoeonloolo 
producing dusts*

. » * # ‘
C* Purlng tbo unloading* no boohs should bo ucod* Spillage should bo 

. vneuua doened Izacdiatoly* hupach* roaeal or discard any broken 
bogs to prorcat distribution of loose flbro into other crocs.

*

0* Xf loose flbro hoa accruals ted on adjacent bogs during transit* they 
should bo vseoua cleaned before pallatising end stockpiling*

* * * * . 1 
X* Transporting toga Into the unrehouno ohcld bo dean la o eaasas that 

vlll not cacao brg dssago*
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XX* 0?S=1345S Froccdugco (Coat'd*)

F* Curios otorofto, If ba£0 are doas&cd by passing fork trucks or other. • 
causes, bags should bo ccslcd cod cay spillage roctita clcaasd.

0. If lores quantities of oplUoce occurs cad olocal&s Involves sweeping 
cxid/or chovalias, bureau of tdnoa epproved typo of respiratory cqulpssat 
for pacusoesoiosin predueiac dusts should bo voza« (
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STOCKPILING OP ASBESTOS FIBRE

Most of the ehrysotlle asbestos fibre supplied by Johns-Manville to 
United States customers is packaged in 2 to 5 ply pressure packed paper 
bags containing 100 lbs of fiber. It is our opinion that pressure packed
paper bags are considerably cleaner than doth for the following reasons:

• * * *

A. Paper bags can be and are alrvsshed before shipment.

B. There is no fibre leakage through the surface of the bag. •

C. Xf spillage occurs, fibre can be vacuum deaned from the surface
of paper bags. •

D. Pressure packaging of ehrysotlle asbestos fibre compresses the 
fibre into a solid bun which is less dusty than loose fibre.
These buns are rectangular in shape and lend themselves to safer 
and more efficient piling and storage.

We also ship some ehrysotlle asbestos fibre to the United States in 
10 os. pressure packed 100 lb. burlap bags. It has been our experience 
that pressure packaging of burlap bags has been .advantageous in reducing 
dust as compared to loose fibre in burlap. j H L-' 1 '

XI. ’ Handling Procedures NV;

US

'Recommended health safety practices for handling ehrysotlle asbestos
fibre are as follows:

JU Workmen Involved in the unloading, handling and storage of chrys tile 
asbestos shodd be made aware of, the hedth risks, known or suspected, 
and take protective measures to eliminate excessive exposure that may 

.be Injurious.
, i i ••» m
. X. Upon opening railroad cars, trucks or ship holds containing shipments . 

of asbestos fibre, all loose fibre should be removed by vacuum 
* cleaning prior to unloading. .Workmen involved in the cleaning should 

wear Bureau of Mines approved respiratory equipment for pneumoconl sis 
producing dusts. ;.< $

C. During the unloading, no hooks should be used. Spillage should be 
vacuum cleaned immediately. Repack, reseal or discard any broken 
Tags to prevent aistrioution of loose fibre into other areas.

D. Xf loose fibre has accumulated on adjacent bags during transit, they 
should be vacuum cleaned before palletizing and stockpiling.

• * *** * *
E. Transporting bags into the warehouse shald be done in a manner that, 

will not cause bag damage.
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‘’Handling Procedures (Cont*d«)

. *

:a
T. During storage. If bags are damaged by passing fork trucks or other 

causes, bags should be scaled and any spillage vacuum cleaned.

.C,. If large quantities of spillage occurs and cleaning Involves'sweeping
and/or shoveling. Bureau of Mines approved type of respiratory equipment 
for pneumoconiosis producing dusts should be worn.
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