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doption of Toxicity Tes
by Patrick A. Toensmeier :
PACRAMENTO, CALIF.—In a move that could have far-
fithing implications for the carpet and rug industry, the

%fomia Legislature has passed a resolution which is de-
led to provide the state with a test that would rate all

llied Promotes
tavia to Market

evelopment Post
NEW YORK CiTY—Chico
has been promoted to
newly created position of
Mager, con- o

bt market-

y
ito Botavia

feral man-
2 Home Furnishings Opera-

this position, Batavia will
overall responsibility for
terpretation and demon-
on of Allied’s product line
existing and new applica~
designed to stimulate

ting

materials used in high-density
buildings for combustion tox-
icity. Under the wording of As-
sembly Concurrent Resolution
No. 146, the State Fire Marshal,
in conjunction with the . of
Industrial Relations, will
examine current toxicity test
methods for the purpose of
recommending one for use by
the state.

Such a measure is of impor-
tance to the carpet industry
because, at present, none of the
half-dozen toxicity tests in use
throughout the country can be
used to accurately test non-
uniform, composite structures
such as carpet and rugs. The
National Bureau of Standards,
which authored the best known
of these tests, has conceded, for
example, that its protocal is a
research tool and should not be
used for regulatory purposes.

Consequently, there is con-

P HOENiX—Sixty exhibitors
will participate in the Arizona
Floor Covering Market at the
Ramada Townehouse here on
Oct. 5 and 6. The event, which
will run from 3 pm. to 10 p.m.
on both days, is being spon-
sored by the Floor Covering As-
sociation of Arizona,

Market co-chairman Dan
Bienenfeld reported that this is
the association’s first effort at
organizing a regional market. It
is being put together, he said,
for the benefit of those retailers
who are unable to attend the’
major markets in Dallas and
San Francisco,

Dealers from Arizona,
California, New Mexico, Texas
and Nevada are expected to
attend the show. The exhibitors
will feature a broad range of
products, from residential and:
contract carpet, area rugs, resil-
{ent and wood flooring, to tools,
supplies, accessories, displays

-and cleaning equiprnent.

A fiber panel featuring repre-
sentatives from Allied, DuPont
and Monsanto, will open the
market with a presentation at 2
p-m. on Oct. 5. No reservations

» Comtinued onpage 12

are requived.

Tarkett, Inc. Not only will resil-
ient sheet vinyl manufacturers
be hurt until they can replace
products containing asbestos
with those that do not, but dis-
tributors who inventory these
products will suffer financial
losses when they cannot sell it,
he said.

Speaking in a recent inter-
view with FLOOR COVERING
WEEKLY, Backhamre also pre-
dicted that if US. manufac-
turers do not begin producing
asbestos-free flooring within a

& Continved on page 13

Spirer Appointed
Sales Manager At
Southland Floors

POMPANO BEACH, FLA.~
Sidney Spirer has been
appeinted field sales manager of

all divisons
by Southland
Floors, Inc,, ac-
cording to
Kenneth Hen-
ick, president
of the distribu-

tor, In this po-
sitton, Spirer
will oversee
the activities of
13 sales representatives who
cover Florida, He will report to
- Dave Hardy, vice president,
Spirer comes to Southland
from Kane Carpet Co.,
Secaucus, N.J, where he had
served as sales manager of the
Mannington Div. Prior to that

$idnoy Spirer

n filament, nyion siapie,
ester, acrylic and olefin,
t noticeable were the
eases yecorded in BCF and
fiple.

ENyion staple shipments
ftaled 60 million lbs. in
i st, up from 44 million Jbs.
&uly and 48 million Jbs. in
e, Filament figures were 58
ahion Ibs. in August, up from
pZmillion lbs. in July and .47
Iion 1bs, in June,

Aih August, domestic ship-
ts of polyester fibers totaled
8. million 1bs, acrylic ship-
lents amounted to 1 million
& and olefin filament ship-

UL 7,794, 311 YWAD MBYOCLRI LGS
“delighted"’ with the number in
light of the reatrictions ort travel
and buying imposed on busi-
nesses by the recession.

Of the trade visitors who
attended the show, 37% repre-
sented the retall market, What
was considered significant
about their presence is that a
broad mix of store owners were
in attendance, from the so-
called ‘‘big-hitters” to the
“mom-and-pop” operations.

Overseas attendance was off
slightly from the 1981 show,
ITF reported, and constituted
10.5% of the total overall.
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Co. to draw attention to the
four-store operation before the
beginning of the Fall sefling
season.

"This was by far the biggest
promotion we have ever run,”
said Don Riddlg, president, “He
drew between 500 6 600 peo-
ple that day and we received
coverage in six or seven local
newspapers and on the radio. 1t
was very successful for us,”

The newspaper coverage
included stories both before and
after the event, and appeared in
papers that Howard’s does not

advertise in as well as those in

he was agsociated with Tri-State
Floors of Westbury, N.Y., for 19
years, tising to the position of
senior vice president with
responsibility for Congoleum
sheet goods as well as residen-

® Continved on puge 7
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Asbestos to Affect Market
In U.S., Says Tarkett Pres.

by Bob Barrett
NEW YORK CITY—In the next four to six months, the issue
of asbestos and the health hazards it may cause will “create
a panic in the US.” that will have wide effects on the floor
covering industry, predicted Ingvar Backhamre, president of

Far East Expo,
Toxicity Updated
At CRI Meeting

DALTON, GA~More than
100 members of the Carpet &
Rug Institute attending its sec-
ond membership meeting of the
year were told that the Dept. of
Commerce has endorsed the
CRI's traveling minimarket
program to the Far East, and
that steps were underway to
pursue the question of carpet
toxicity in relation to hotel fires.

Ten mills have committed
themselves to the traveling
market, which will depart from
the U.S. Mar. 4. Sites already
confirmed include Tokyo and
Osaka, Japan, with the
possibility of Seoul, South
Korea being added.

"These locations are not
existing markets but represent

# Confinved on page 8

Clark & Mitchell’s
Carpet Auction Set
For Oct. 15, 16

FORT WAYNE, IND.~Clark &
Mitchell Bloor Coverings, a
retail concern which also main-
tains interests in distribution,
will conduct an auction involv-
ing as much as $500,000 worth
of its carpet inventory on Oct.
15 and 16 at the Memorial Col-
iseumn here,

The auction, according to C &
M president Bill Mitchell, is
neither a distress sale or one
mandated by pressing financial
considerations. Rather, it is an
effort to clean out inventories
that have not moved well for at

® Cortinusd on page 2

Hawaii Assn. Declares Floor Week

HONOLULU--The Hawaii Flooring Association has de-
clared Oct, 31 to Nov. 6 Floor Covering Week in Flawaii as a
promotional service to its members.

Space has been reserved in the Honolulu Advertiser and
Star Bulletin that will highlight advertisements from partici-
pating HFA members and suppliers. According to executive
director Tim Lyons, the program is voluntary and all indus-
try members are welcome to take part,

Retailers are being encouraged to make extra efforts at pro-
moting their shops during Floor Covering Week by announc-

ing sales and other special events that will heighten con-
sumer tnterpst in flaor roverines
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the wrong inventory are in real
trouble,” said Backhamre. "'If
they have inventories of
asbestos products and the issue
snowballs, they will not be able
to sell it and if the manufac-
turers do not buy it back, they
will lose their money and the
confidence of their retailers.

“If you look at the 10 biggest
distributors today and the 10
biggest at the end of 1983, I
would guess that there will be
at least a 50% change in the
group,” he predicted.

Adds Distributors

Tarkett has added several dis-
tributers to its network in the
year since it acquired GAF.
Among these are, AW Indus-
tries, Baltimore; Floor Services,
Spokane, Wash.; Architectural
Floors, Chicago; Flooring Tech-
nology, Houston; Rodefeld,
Indianapolis; Akers & Chrysler,
Auburn, Me., and 1.H.
Hershner, York, Pa.

Many of these distributors
have dropped their former resil-
ient lines and picked up Tarkett
because of the asbestos issue,
said Backhamre.

“There is no question about
what this product can do to
you, and no question about the
legal and liability confusion
going on,” said Jack Lee, vice
president of marketing. “There
is no question of what the man
in the street thinks about it, and
no question of what is going to
happen to the value of these
products.”

The Tarkett people feel floor
covering installers will be the
first group to strongly protest
against the use of flooring con-

Floorcovering
ill be included a

Jexas, 1.800-442
iter Homefurnis
formation, call
and, in Texas, 1

0 {404} 277-301
ating Our 38th Y.

RIMLINE WATERFALL

Write Box Y, Galva, IL 61434 ... 309-932-2124

Affect Market In U.S.,, Says Tarkett Pres.

taining asbestos. Retailers, once
they are aware of the con-
sumers’ concerns, and see that
they will ask for rion-asbestos
products, will follow. And
builders, who will have trouble
renting or selling space that
contains products with
asbestos, will also react.

“The risk from the manufac-
turing point of view,” said
Backhamre, “is that if the US.
manufacturers do not drop
asbestos in time, it will open up
the market for Europeans, and
that can change the whole
flooring industry.”

Asbestos is used as a filler in
vinyl floor products. With
seven years of experience in
research and development,
Backhamre said there are ade-

quate substitutes that do not
affect the quality of the product.

Responsibilities Cited

"“We are very concerned
about our res’ponsibilities as
manufacturers,” he said. “We
have responsibilities to our dis-
tributors, retailers, builders,
consumers and employees. The
U.5. manufacturers have not yet
taken full responsibility,” he
contended.

Tarkett had tried for many
ears to enter the US. market,
ut was unable to establish a

sufficient distributor network
until it acquired GAF last year.
“The U.S. is a big country, and
it was important for us to be
here,” sald Backhamre. “We

® Continvad onpage 16
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There's one adhesive that's perfect for just about
every kind of wood parquet and laminated plank
flooring. No matter which brand of flooring youre
installing. Henry 116.

Easy to spread, even in cold weather, Henry 116
provides a tough reliable bond. What's more, open time
is excellent and odor is mild.

As with all our products, we stand behind the
performance of 116.

So why risk using less than the best? Ask for

Henry 116.

HENRY

We're good for your reputation.
THE W.W. HENRY COMPANY « 5608 Solo Street, Huntington Park, CA 90255 (213) 583-4961

Chicago, H. - Dover, OH - South River, NJ - Ardinglon TX

198 The W W. 1gnry Company
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have a proverb: In the US, an
hour s 40 minutes.”

The bad economy has helped
Tarkett establish itself here. It
has kept Tarkett's competition
from being as aggressive as it
could be, believes Backhamre,
which has allowed Tarkett to
make inroads. “When the bad
economy stops, we will be
ready.”

Tarkett will be ready with
more than resilient sheet vinyl
and tile. The managers believe
in a package approach to the
marketplace, with several prod-
ucts being offered. “But these
have to be the right products,”
said Backhamre. For Tarkett,
this includes contract vinyl, DIY
flooring and hardwood, in
addition to its general line. This

does not include carpet.
No Carpet Sales

Despite some interest in a
couple of carpet manufacturers
in the US, Backhamre was
insistent that the firm will not
get involved in the carpet
industry “as Jong as [ am presi-
dent of Tarkett, Inc. As a
manunfacturer, there is not
enough profit.”

Tarkett has “just launched
the first phase of a five-year
plan to inform the consumer of
the Tarkett name,” said Muller.
Advertising in the traditional
women's service magazines is
spearheading the campaign.

The company is also pian-
ning to introduce “a revolu-
tionary sheet vinyl product
before the end of the year,” said
Backhamre.

Abdul-Jabbar Draws Crowd At Ketaul

Howard’s biggest sale. The

sports figure was also appropri-.

ate because he had bought hisi

own carpet at Howard's a year’
er.

» Continved from page 1

which he does.

“This is something floor
covering dealers do not do
enough of,’’ noted Riddle.
“When they are having a
special event, they do not go
after publicity. As long as you
do not abuse the privilege, most
local newspapets welcome the
story ideas.”

Riddle tries to measure the
end results of all of the advertis-
ing and publicity campaigns he
runs, But this event, he said,
was hard to measure because it
was geared to draw attention to
the stores, rather than generate
sales for a pasticular day. Addi-
tional events, planned for
almost every weekend this
seagson, will build on the
notoriety gained from this one.

Abdul-Jabbar was chosen
because of his seven-foot size,
which tied into the theme of

L :
KAREEM DE LA CREME:
Bigelow representative Jackie
Talbot shakes hands with Kareem
Abdul-Jabbar during the
Howard’s Rug promotion,

rromaoton
“We are a high-end sto
did not want t0o much of
and-pory show,"” said R
““The turnout was exactly
we wanted, families wil
children to meet Abdul
and have him sign autog
Abdul-Jabbar appear
two of Howard's four
the one here and o
Arcadia. To get him fro
to store, Riddle rented a
fire truck and drove him,
ing more attention alo
way. "It was quite a sigh
this giant riding in an ol
fire truck,” he remarked.
Riddle’s father, H
opened the first store
Rosemead location 3
ago. They now bill them
as “San Gabriel Valley’
largest and most re
center for fine carpeting afs
petitive prices.”” A 40th ang
sary celebration is plang
January.
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CARPET SALESPERSON

Fully Exparienced Only, Fulltime, Salary
Dpyn. Good Benafits. Call (212) §27-
4700,

COMMISSION SALES REP
Experienced Ceramic or related fieids
Salgs Hep for State of Gonn, Lucrative
commission base for high earnings.

EXCELLENT

OPPORTUNITY
Sell starter to oparata cerpet remnant
and rolls warehouse store Phila, area.
Owner wants to retirs, Will arrange
profit sharing plen. You sould own this
ope;_]etion in 5 few years. Reply 8ox
2477,

GERAMIC TILE FOR

SALE OLI: TR{‘t‘i)lémt
Attention Digt, Lergs T ror
Innpvative Sales Agents. Over 60,000
S/F of & variety of types of Yo" mosaic
ceramic at .50 S/F. Ssmples and
Inventory Avallable. Calf Jim for Info.
318-768-1811.

! SUPER STRONG AGENCY
in Dallas, Texas, Looking for major fne:
RepMart [C), 3414 Easy £t (214)

|2 ogrwmw for the right per-
son. Reply Box 2473

BOOKKEEPER WANTED
Full Charge, B to 5, Monday thru Fri-
da

¥ Floor Covering Stars,

Cesit (212) 8071818

Learn to Instait Carpat!
Eree Brochure and Information. Carpat
Masters, Inc, 313 So. Brookhurst,
saglbeim, Ca, 92601 {714! 981-

LEASED DEPARTMENTS
READY FOR AREA RUGS
AND GERAMIC TILE IN
HUGH METRO NY RETAIL

CARPET WAREHOUSE
Tremendous opportunity to jon the
fastest-growing floor covering retail
warghouse chain 1 Metro New York
ares. High voiume gperation has poteri-
tial to mitlions 1n stes, Looksng for peo-
ple with savwy and merchendising
know how in area rugs or ceramio tils.
Lease on your own or willing to joint
venture Talk tc us soon. Write in con-
fidence Box 2472,

EXCELLENT BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITY SALE
11 year Floorcovering Store, Sales &
Sarvices, corpets, no-wax vimyls &
stgamcleaning, Sacrifice Sals $12-
COC. Cash. includes stock, supplies,
squpment plus mobils store. Gontect:
Bob Phitko, P.O. Box 637, Ocean City,
Md, 21842, {301) 288-5315 “In God
We Trust”

CARPET SALES
REPRESENTATIVES
Must have substantial following in
your ares. Mill experience only. Subs-
tantial draw ve commission Datalled

CONTRACT SALES
Growing New Jersey contract desler
needs sdditional experienced selss gro-
fessionals to call on General Cantrac-
tors, Designers, Architects and end
ucars, Should have Contract
experience, be sbig to meke tuke-offs

£30-3080, Dsllss, Taxas 75247.

k MFGS. REPS WANTE™
We are the largast Mfa.of
k. signed rugs from inri-

- {MARK’S INTERNATI
~haYRoga ondC

(REPS WANTED TO SET UP SAx.\

ard figura plang. Liberal draw against
w issign--High Py ial

rOSUME ¢ S Boroughs NYC &
Long Istend, Chicago & Vicinity, Dallas
& Vicimty Write Box 2471,

POSITION WANTED
LOS ANGELES AREA
Expediter/Manager: Extremely compe-
tent and experiencad in complex plan
layouts to supervision of sales and

& Saeks apgrosive, quality

19!
& the best fines in the oun-
dy Box 2476

mied 3 man sales sgency

. the world. Wa b= / i represanting Grass
k the best - - \ Jfacturer 1o the N. E. We
indust - By \ I NY/NJ/CT/E/PA
: P - % 110 Box 2475,
£
E - - % \
i EXA

PET AGENCY

Anso 1V, snd Mar-
mercial/residential
s, Ls, Ga, Contact

ssoctation!

RPET

50131

~

compeny to grow with. 213-450-
8725 Evenings.

ASIS SALE

Purchased from mejor manufacturar,
cormmercial tiles {cerpet). mostl
fugion bonded end some tufted, 1
inches squece with hesvy vinyl back.
Approximately 50000 square yards
avarlable, Tiles are prasently not sorted
by color or dye lot but wall ke in nexy 45
deys, Will entertain prics sorted or
ungoreed, Most sre first quahty end
some ars “back defact” seconds, Also
available, approximately 18,500
syuare yards B’ and 12' wde brosd-
isom. Some fusion bonded and some
tuftad, One third are seconds (mostly
back dafects and a fow strasks), two
thirds are first quslity short rofls. Al
hava polyester back, This is glue down
goods, Vary serious inguizs only! Call
collact. (404) 3656671, ask for Dot
Wilson, if bne is busy keep trying.

OR SALE
20 17T, 42 Lines, Rotery Phonas_for
immediate saie —beat offer—Call
Ronald (212} 759-8060

DISPLAY RACKS FOR SALE

Best 4 Roll Carpet Recks, K-47, Good
Condition, Best 6'x9' Area Rug Racks
with 30 Arms o Hold 60 Rugs, 101-
W, Excslient Condition, Must Selt
Quickly. Cali Steven Bchottenfeld
{201} 328-1880.

TERRITORY MANA
OR MILL REP
Experienced Contract and
Wriclasale Salesperson to
Styled Mediurn to High Pr
tract & Resldential Carpst
have background in Oesl
Specifier area as weh as corpo)
niture _ store ouglet, Arees
Ariz. Nev, So, Cahf, & Nor
Genharous camrnission, unkimitg
ings Reply to Box 2469,

COMPUTERS & PROGRAMS
For Floos-Covering Retalers. Complete
prograr for Radic Shack Mod II-8995
Custom Progremming-Consultation.
£S. Kiginberg Dists, Ld, PO Box 18,
ggm;’ence. MY, 11658 212/825-

CARPET SALESPERSONS
AND STORE MANAGERS
Come to sunny Arizonal Phosnix aress
largost sarpet chain, Carpetime, needs
experienced corpot & floorcovering
mant Great opportunity to grow with
the West most successful deater!
Good benefits, Send resume to Car-
petims, 1240 Esst Indian Scheol,
Phoenix, Az, 85014, Walter Selinger.

INDO-TEAK
PARQUET TILES
PREFINISHED
12"x72" Ties packed 25/box resdy
for instaifation. Warehoused i Car-
veraville, Ge. Commission sslgsmen
needed, Write to HL, Box 1108, Car-

tersville, Ga. 30120

CONTRACT
PROFESSIONALS
Growing Chicago cerpst contractor
needs additional experienced sstes pro-
fessionals to cail on general contrac-
tors, designers, and end users. Must
have contract experionce, be abie to
meke take-offs and figure plans, and
have customer following Liberat Grow
sgainst top commissions. Unlimited
potentisl for the right. pegpie. Contact
JACK KORNICK (312} 467-5600.

SALES MANAGER
Western Carpst end Lino curvently
has an opening for an experienced
sales manager, Responsibilities nclude
the develepment of seles for entire
product line. We offer an excelient
starting selary commensurate with
experience, Send resume in strict con-
fidenca to. Western Carpet, 202
VWythe Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11211,

Atta- Jeffrey Henlck.

One of New England's oldast fioor
covering distributors in need of
sensoned, exparienced sslesparson
with following for Southeast Masss-
chusetts and Rhode lsland Pleese serx
raply to Box 2468,

LINES WANTED
Chicago based Sales Agents with
choice Merchendise Mart showrcom
aveilable for additional line. We spatial-
iz in high quality carpet and area rugs.
Wea sre experk with clientele
among top accounts. Reply to Box
2470

N. Y. POSITION WAN:
Looking for aggressiva D
Manufacturer Experienced 84
has foliowing with stocking
Reply to Box 2467

MILL REP.
POSITION WANTE
30 years' contract expesionce
York City—contscting deall
tects, specifiers and end users
sive beckground n_ ali
waaves~ Axminster, Wiltgn;
and tufted. Base~rmetropol
John P Walsh, 75 Shellg
Yaonkers, NY. 10707, Phore,
4958-6078.

POSITON WANTE]

ED SUTHERLAND IS B
Former Barwick/Regent
Carpet Pro is fooking for a
that seeke strong contract
tributor representat:on n

land References are availsbls

BUSINESS OPPORTU
Honast opportunityl Attend
sion-fres HOST SCHOOL No
to buy, Lsern why carpet m
wirers recommens HOST Dry Y
tion Carpat Clzaning, You can
money part-time o full-tim
cleaning carpets iy commare
ings and hames. Bataits, call 803
8438 Recine Industries,
1648, Recine, Wisconsin 5.

B8 3A1 rated company.

4
SALES REPRESENTATY
Intsrnationgl Classics Y]
aqgresawve sales professionslsy
our camplete hne of ma
orientals and brosdioom wo
carpet. Wae have many cho
ries avaliebia, To discuss &
please contact Mike Brown,
Puryear, internotional Cla
£.0O. Box 180, Tunnel Hill, GAY
1404) £73-6541.




