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Attached is the May Viewpoint article on the company's research and technical

activities. Much of the information we discussed had to de condensed in order

to meet our limited space regquirements.

Please read over the article and make whatever comments orx corrections you

feel axe appropriate to the paxrt on Coatings Raseaxch Activifies. We will need

the corrected-copy back as soon as possible, as we would like to send all our

copy to the printer next week. Should you wish to discusz the article before

you return it, please call me,

Thank you for your help in prepaxinc_r' this article and I'll look forwazd

<o heaxing from you soon. =

Traxba, Staff Assistant
loyee Communication Dept,
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R and D Activities

Over the ysars it hus always been the Contings Gronp's philessphy

to establish develepment and castomer service laborstory facilities es
close to the customer as pan.:‘ihle. Now there is 2 lzboratory st all
coatings menufacturing polnts,

The continually ioereased sophistication of the techuolopy mnd
the high ecost of tools uned in resesarch and develepment has gradually
tended to concentrate tho basic development of products in Chicage and
Cleveland, This permits more efficiept management and the prevention
of research daplication, With emphosis placed on S as a marketing
company rather than & masufactaring epe, the Coatings technical mtaffs
have been recently reorganised to beiier resposd to market meeds.

.&cordiug to Diek Moore, Director of Xaberatories for the Coatings
Groop, there is mew more of & tendency to develep the products which
Motinz's.;:ndnct managers suggest, “While we also do independent
research,” Moore says, we're listening to product managers moxe and
developing producta for which there iu a genuing mariket need.”

Vhat has that response produced? Some major rescarch advances in
the. lust comple of years. Yo list & fow in the coatings area alone:

Powder Coatings: WMade of 100% malid materials usiung »o sclvent

or wvater vehicles. The envirermental impact
of these ceatiugs will snly i=zeresse in
imperiance, Bince the melid coating is
spplied to the surface using an electrical
charge, there is no damage to ths anviyonment
from pollutents reaulting from the coating -

process,
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Polane: High performance coatings requiring no energy to curé
or net, JYt's high gloss surfece provides en excellent

- -

coating for rasistance and duﬁ-ability.

The development of an all-latex extirior paint system with

excelleont gloss and coler nhutiau:

« . e

Major ixprovements in the mildew resistance of A-100 Exteriorx

Latex Bouse Paint and Sclid Caler Staivs,
Wood stains which are molveni~tmsed butl water-rinseable,

The: develomment of water-soluble coatings (pow in the ehemical

coatings mrea bat with potential f¢r conxumer use,)

0t great {nterest is the virtual elimination of lead in the majority
of our paints to meet or exceed govermucnt :tandx.;-ds. This effoxrt was
campleted within the last year,

The foture? It loskm bLright, According to MNoore, contings
yosearch sctivities will continoe to explore the development of prodoctsa
to mest envircnmental standaxds end cosserve emergy in their produciien
and upplic:'a.tion. The privciples and techoiques wsed to produce Polane
(20 exterunl enerpy to cure), water-reducible and high~solid paints
{1ittle pollutior iu the eeating precezs) will be fuxther refiped and
improved. Coantings research will ‘i:e exploring products which would care
vsing Ultraviolet light ox electrov-berm cuxring wethods, solvent-lens |
coatings, and the greater use vf rar meterials froa agriculture (e.g.
epoxidized moys bean oil) to minimize the dependence on petroleom-bassd
ravw matarialn,
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