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Stricter asbestus standards approved Wedmﬁay
by the Labor Department were long overdus but-
won't help the familles of workers with asbestos.

c&addisemwmndmgemu,ahcdexpeﬂ_ :

“I don't see that it will affect current ashestos litl-
gation at all,’ said Marlin Thompson, an Orange at- -
tocney who pioneered asbestos liability law. *‘Our cff-
ents have the diseases from exposure under the old
standards,” somenewexposmnnutim’t anissue,

“But-I'm glad to see stronger regulations are tnaf-,
ly coming down,™ Thompson said. “If we had this -

sundardlu-orm-orso-yemuoﬂmewmudn'tht_.,
neeﬂyumanypeoplcwiﬁxumdlumvho.

are dying right now.” . ~

'I‘hompeonsmdthenewmndnd.ustrlcﬂym-

forced, will reduce the risk to many shipbuilding and** -

oll industry workers who stiff are exposed to some
forms of asbestos, but wor't' comnpletely ehmmm
new cases of twodeadly asbestvs discases. - - -
Thompson -said seveeal M r&
searchers belfeve 0o level of expoaure to asbertn s

safe because a. single asbestos: fiber can cause
meaothehoma afntalcancerdthelungammzesﬁne

The new maximumn expomre level of a half-fiber
per cubic centimeter of air means workers still could
breathe thousands of fibers per hour.

Thus, the new standard should do more to reduce
asbestosis, a clironi¢ lung disease produced by regu-
mwwumﬁmmmrmem.
ecn,buald. :
'siimhuhlndledubutucamnnce
xm and in 1972 he won an asbestos death case which,
whenupheldmfedemlnpmlscourt,ﬂrstopenedthe
* door for the thousands of cases now pending against

: companies that mlnuncm'ed asbestos or exposed

~workerstoit.

Dewey Cox, ermakm Intenntinnal reprasent-
ative foc 8, womembersmrmundomhum,saxd
. healsols. “pleued" bymytizhtemngoﬁheupomre
standards.

-1t help's sonu, yet it: dm’t do any good for al
. our people who are getting sick today . . . those who
- got in contact with asbeatos 3¢ years ago " Cox said.

: “nMwomu e 30 years after contact”
while ad sorrie we feel are
direetly bunmc "
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