SOTICE TO MONSANTO-SIRIINGFIZLD ZIMPLOYZES

Racancly, you were informed thac Mousanco Sprizgfield's
Madical Departaeat would be scarciag a special bealtzh
program for smployees who aight have come 1o consact with
an asbestos additive rav macerial used iz the Resinox
Manufacturiang Department. This update is co ioform you
of the progress made to insure the health and safety of
those euployeas. '

You should kzow that we have identified all those wage
employeas in the plant who worked ia the Resinox
Manufacturing Departzeat (1941-1959). Alse, ve have
siailar information for the salaried persocnael bHut the
salaried information may oot be all imclusive dus to the
manner in which salaried work hiscories are recorded.
Therefore, all those employees (wage and salary) who have
beaen identified as baing pars of the special health prograz
will be notified by plamt mail by December 15. Any
employeas not coatacted by December 15, but who worked in
Resinox during the scudy period (1941-1959), should
contact Dr., Yessell, axtansion 2604, to ipsure thair
inclusion ia the scudy.

Also, we have secured the services of a recognized medical
ezpeart in the field of asbestos-relacted illness. At his
direczica, wa have collected existing z-ray f£ilm om all
the idencified employees and forwarded these to him for
his careful analysis. Any fursher 3edical work and
reconmendations will be based on the results of his
findings and his expert epinion. -

Again, this effozc is part of Momsanto-Springfield's
continuing pragram to iasure the health and safety of
1ts employsas.

‘A mam o
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Monsanto

MONSANTO FLASTICY & ALSING CO.
730 Wartester Strest
indian Qrenard, Marsachusetty ONHS}
Prangs (412) 788=481

January 25, 1979

Mr. Rudolph Bayerle, Jr.

OSHA Springfiaeld Area Director .
1200 Main Street., Suite 313

Springfield, Mass. 01103

Dear Mr. Bayerla:

Racently the Monsanto Springfield Medical Department stirted a special
health study progran for employees {n tha plant who might have had an

axposure to an asbestos additive raw material used In the manufacturs

of a phenolic molding cowmpound from 1941 to 1939.

All active exployees In the plant who worked in that department during
the usage period wers identiff{ed and notified of their {inclusiou in the
program. Existing X-ray films ou those identified employeas vere
collected and forwarded to Dr. George W. Wright, a recognized axpert

in the field of asbestos related illness. Ha has reviewed the X-rays
of those parsaons ia thae plant vho worked in that area during the usage
period and bas reported his inicfal findings. Of the 218 employaes in
the plant whose X-rays wars studied, 23 showsd some signs which may be
indicative of effects associasted with asbestos exposuras, and 131 were
found to be free of such asbestos effects. TFilms of 64 amployees were
judged by the consultant to be techuically inadequate for this evaluacion
aad gew X-rays will be required.

Although it has not been confirmed that any of thase cases wers work
connectad, tha following massures are baing taken for employese protaction:

1. The 23 involved employees are being immediately contacted and
informed of tha I-ray results and fuxcher action which will be
taken for thair protection.

2. We are in the process of contacting all other concarned employeas
in the study to infora them that either thay are fres of-any such
signs or that they will require repeat X-cvays.

3. The initial health study is being broadenad to include former
employees. The study is being extanded further in conjunc:ion
with the recommendations of Dr. Wright and Monsauto's Departmeac
of Madicine and Environmental Haealth.

2 unit gf Mensante Camaany




?age 2.

Mr. Harzold Saviey
Director of Occupational Hygiene January 25, 1979

Monsanto Springfield has given cthe NIOSH Regional Program Consul:zane
ia Beaton, the OSHA Springfield Area Dirvector and Union officials chis
inforascion. The heslth program will concinue and furcher informacion
wvill be communicaced a3 it hecomes available.

Very truly yours,

W. E. Neassell, M.D. )
Springfiaeld Plant Physicilan
hbl
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. Monsanto .

MONZANTO MLASTICE & RESING CO.
720 Warcestar Streat
indian Qrenard, Mossathygotrs QUES
Pheane (413) 788-481)

January 25, 1979

Mr. Wesley Staub

Regional Program Consultanc, NIQSE
J. F. Kennedy Federal Building
Governoeat Center

Boston, Mass. 02203

Dear Mr. Staub:

Racantly the Monsanto Springfield Madical Deparctment started s special
health study program for employees in the plamt who might have had an
exposure to an asbascos additive raw materisl used in the manufacture
of a phenolic molding compound from 1941 to 1959.

All active employeas in the plant who worked in that department during
the usage period were identified and notified of their inclusios im :hc
program. Existing X-ray films on those idantified employees vers
collected and forwvarded to Dr. George W. Wright, & recognized expert

in the field of asbestos relited {llness. BHe has reviewed the X-rays
of those persons in the plant who worked ia that area during the usage
pariod and has reported his initial findings. Of the 218 employees in
the plant whose X-rays vere studied, 23 showed some signs which may be
indicative of effects associated with asbestos axposure, and 131 were
found to be free of such ssheatos effects. Films of 64 employees ware
judged by the cousultant to be technically inadequate £or this avaluation
and new x-rays will be rtqui:cd.

Although it has not been can!imd that any of thase cases vers wvork
connected, the following maasures are being taken for employes protection:

1. The 23 involved employees are being imnediately contacted and
inforped of the X-ray results and further action which will be
taken for their protectionm.

2. Ve are in the process of contacting all other concerned employees
in the study to inform tham that aithar they are free oL agy such
signs or that thay will require rapeat X-rays. N

3. The inftial heslth study is being broadened to include former

" smployess. Tha study {s being extended further in conjunc:ion
with che recommendations of Dr. Wright and Monsanto's Dapartment
of Medicine end Enviroumental Health.

4 unit of Mensante Comosny
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N Mr. Wesley Scaub
Regional Program Consultanz, NIOSH January 25, 1979

Monsanto Springfield has given the OSHA Springfield Area Diractor aad
the Direczor of che Division of Occupational Hygiene in Bostonm and
Union officials this information. The health program will coatinue
and further information will be communicated as it becomes availabla.

Vary truly yours,

W. E. Nessell, M.D.
Springfield Plant Physician
kbl
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PRESS RELEASE

Monsanto anpounces inicial results of Healch Study Progras

The Monsanto Springfield Plant has conducted & special health
study program for all employees who had been exposed to asbescos
ig its phenolic manufacturing operaticn during the period |
1941 - 1959. Asbestos has not been used at the plant in producs
wanufacture since that perioed.

X-rays of these employees were axamined by a rqcognizcd‘mcdical
expart in the field of asbestos related illness. His findings
coocluded that of the 219 employees in the plant whose X~rays
vere studiad, 23 showed sowe signs which may be indicative of
effects associated with asbestos exposure, lll wvere found to be
frea of such asbestos effects. Films of 64 employees ware judged
by the comsultant to be technically icadequate for this evaluation
and new X-rays will be required.

The following measures are being taken for employee protection by
Monsanto:
The 23 involved employees are being immediztely contacted
by cthe plant physician and informed of their X-ray rasulcs
and further action vhich will be taken for their procection.

All othar concernad employees i{n the study are being
contacted Co inform them that eithar thay are free of
any such sigans or that they will require repeaat I-rays.

The inftial health study is being brosdesed to include former
amployeas. The study is baing extended further in conjunction
with the recomnandations of the medical axpert and the Monsanco
Department of Madicine and Envirocmental Health. .~

Mousanto has given the study informaction to Union officials and
appropriata Federal and Stata Auchorities,

1/28/79
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NOTICT 70 MONSANTO SPRINGFIZIS =@Iovc:s

As part of Mousanto Springfield’s ongoing healzh and safecy
program, you waers laformed vecantly thac z special healtih
study program had bean scarted for those eTploveas iz the
plant who nighs have come in coacact wizh an asbescos addizive
rav zaterial. This macerial vas usaed durizag cthe period Zram
194] co 1959 {n the mauufaczure of a phenolic 20ldizg csupound
in the Resinox Manufacturing Departzent,

As you know, ww have secured the sarvices of a recognized
medical expert in the field of absestos-relatad illness. EHe
has reviewed the I-rays of those persons iz thae plant who
worked in that area during che usage pariod and has reported
his initial findings. Of che 218 employees Lo the plant
whose X-rays wers studied, 23 showved scme signs which zay
be iudicative of effacts associaced with asbestos exposure,
and 131 were found to be free of such asbestos effects.
Tilns of 64 employees vare judged by the consultant co be
technically inadequace for this evaluation and new X-rays
will ba required.

The following msxsures are being taken for ezmployee protectcian:

1. Tha 23 invelved employeas are baing immediataely
coutactad by Dr. Nessell and informed of their
X-zay Tasults and furthsr action which will be
taken for their procaction.

2. We are in the process of contacting all ocher
concearned employeas iz che study to infora them
that eicher they are free of any such sigans or
that they will require repest l-rays.

3. The i{nitial healch scudy is beiag broadened to
include forzer employees. The study is being
extended furcher in conjunction with the raceom=
nandations of our medical expert and Mousanto's
Departmant of Madicine and Environmental Health.

Yousanto Spriagfield has given the Ualon officials, Federal and
Scate authoricies this information. The health program will
coantinue and fyrchar informacion will be communicaced as it

bacomes availabla. fx{ 6/\/".{1{’”’ \:-"

hriver
hbl
Janusry 26, 1379
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Monsanto

MONSANTD FLASTICS A NESING CO.
730 Worcastar Street
indian Qrenard, Massachugatis QNI
Phene: 413) 708 =480

February 22, 1979

Dear Fellow Employee:

Recently the television news media bas baen focusing on Monsanto aocd the cur-
rent health status of several ezmployvees. In these broadcasts, the defizite

implication has bess of vork-related factors and the inference of an uacon-
cerned management.

1 a3 extremaly dissayed wich these inferszces and vant to assure you and your
families that the healzh and walfare of our employees lizs been and comtinues
to ba of primary importance to Monsanto. Our business is chemicals, and with
the full realization of the many benefits they bring to society, we have al-
vays treaated them with proper consideration for the risks associated with
improper use, both at the plant and through advice to our qustomers. Over the
years we have alwvays strived for excellence in the safacy and health ares. Wa
have conductad a aumbar of in-depth health studies of our past and currezt
amployees with the imvolvement of Mousanto's Corporate Departaent of Madicine
and Exviroomantal Health and outside medical experts who are authorities in
cheir respactive fields. The results to daze do not support claims of work-
relatad cancer occurrences. In addition, plant inspections by OSHA and NIOSH
have confirmed plant practices co be {n couwpliasnce with the appropriatas faderal
ragulations for specific chemicals chat are considered harmful {f improperly

handled. In fact, in many areas vwe are far better than existing goveramess
standards.

Monsanco is a safe place to work. We recoguize and sccepc as & primary respon-
sibilicy the need to maincain a healthful workplace environment and will con-
tinus our studies and investigations. We have kept you up-to-date oun these
mattears sud will concinue to keep you inforsed as information becomes available.
Finally, we vill concinue £o taka vhatever actious are necessary to insure the
veall-baing of our employees.

Sincarely,

J. L. Sarivcr
Planc

£ Manager
/ sbun

s unIt Of Mansanty Sampany
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SPRINGFIELD PLANT BULLETIN

~

Monsaato has recefved a wortality study of forzer Sprisgffeld Plaot
exployees conducted By tha Caiversity of Pittsbycgh Gradvate School
of Public Health., The year-long study vas inftfated at Monsanto's
vequest to insure that preseat and former ezployees recaia free from

concern vith regard to vorkplace health.

The study covered vorkers e=ployed a year or more between Jaousry 1, 1949
and Daceczder 31, 1968 and exacined the deaths vhich occurred in this
group through the end of 1976, These years vere ctosen Because they
provide enoough tize to discover any long-term healtl effects,

Briefly, this extensive study confirmed thke ¥indfags of pravious
studies: : )

= Tever deatks from any causa vere found thaa expected.

= Fevar deaths from all forms of cancer vera found
than expected.

- Slightly more deathy from digestive systes and
genito~urinary tract cancers vers found than

vould Se expected.

' " = Ko new evidence vas uncovered to sbow suy worker
~ health problea at the Springffeld Plant,

Ta all of thesa cases, the expected number of deaths vas based on
HBaupden County, Massachusatts rates.

Moosazto has given this fnforwmation to unfon officials, federal and
state authoritfes.
' In a second phase of the study, the Unfversity of Ptt:sbur;h.uill.

exanine the vork histories of former eoployees vbo died of digestive
systam and genfto-urfmary tract cancess. This pait of the study

vill be cozpleted In mid-1980.

This additfonal vork s part of Moosanto's continuing progras to

insure the bealth aod safety of its employees.

V. R, Galiay -
Macager, Epide=folbgy
Departuent of Medicine
and Eavirongental Health

3/7/%0 Monsanto Cospany

Approved for postiang:
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SPRINGFIELD PLANT BULLETIN

Ua{versity £ PL{ttsdurgh researchers today announced the results
— of a study of couparative mortality patterns f{a workers exposed
. - * %o formaldehyde versus thoss not exposed, at the Indian Orchard
' plant. The study examined causes of death of 136 decesassed male
: vorkers who vere ezployed for s mooth or more betveen 1950 and
1976 in five formaldehyde related areas of the plant. These
: ) vers cocpared with the causes of death in 458 deceased male
vorkers who had been employed for less than one month in those
. aress. In addition, the causas of death ia each group vere
conpared with' the causes expected to be found in a similar
collection of deaths in the U.S. male popula:ion and in malcs
‘from the local county area.

. Overall, no statistically sitni!lean: excesses or 1¢!1c1ts ware
found in the forcaldehyde exposed group, whether compared wich
ths unexposed workers or with national or local figuras. WNo
ioportant excesses, trends or patterns in cancer mortality were
obsarved among vhite male axposed vorkers by age and time of

. "death, by type and duration of exposure, or by the lapsed
. poriod from the onset of Iirst exposure to formaldehyde. The
- oumbaer ' of non-vhite deaths was too small for detailed analysis.

No deaths from nasal cancer vere observed, nor was nasal canccr
r lationcd as a contributing cause of dcath on any death certificate.

Tﬁc investigators concluded that although certsin linitations £
the study do not allow definite conclusions to be dravn, the

. results indicate no trends or patterns ia proporticnal ‘mortality
that could be directly lisksd to fomldchydc exposurs."

The study 1s part of a continuing 1nvosti;ation of the health
. status of 2490 male workers who vere employed at this plant '
!or at leest one year betveen 1949 nnd 1966.

kA LI }

L \ ’ B w. R. GI!’.’
. ‘ Manager, Epidenmiology
Departaent of Medicine
. ' and Environnental Hcalth
o : - Yoasanto Company

11/21/80 ' T
. Approved for postini: '
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ANNOUNCEMENT .

TO: MONSANTO-SPRINGFIELD EMPLOYEES:

About a yecar ago, ve informed you of the results of a
mortality study on Springfield plant employees ccnducted
by the University of Pittsburgh, Graduate School of Publice
Yealth. Those results showved no nev evidencs of workar '
health problezs at the Springfield plant.

As a second phase in the study, the University of Pittsburgh
vas to exanine the vork histories of former employees who
died of digestive system and genito-urinary tract caucers.
Vhile we had expected this second phase of the study to be
completed in 1980, it is only nov nearing completion.

Hovever, very preliminary results have been reported to us
by Dr. Marsh of the University of Pittsburgh vho indicated
that no correlation of work place and incidences of cancer
hss been detarmined. Final study results should bde avail-
able esarly in the second fuarter.

Ia s#ddition, you should know that ve recently became awvare

of the death of a former Monsanto-Springfield employee who
had an angiosarcooa of the liver. As you knov this form

eof cancar has been associated with exposure to vinyl chloride.
Dr. Marsh has bcen adviged of this case and vill make a
special effort to determine vhether thers is any additional
evidence in the study data relating to this type of cancer.
Ve aze eurrcncly unavare of any such cases in the study.

Tiﬂll Tesults o£ the second phase of the mortality siudy
will 'ba comnunicated to you as soon as receivad.

J+ L. Shriver

/e84
3-20-81
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SPRINGFIELD PLANT BULLETIN

‘Late iz 1979, the University of Pittsburgh completed a

cohort mortality scudy of 2,490 present and past workers
wvho had been employed at this plant for at least a year
betveen 1949 and 1966, The conclusions of the study,
vhich vere wade known to the employees at that time,

vere that there vas no unusual mortality except for some
excesses in digestive and gen{to-urinary cancer. The
University vas asked to make a further study of thess two
causes of death. )

A preliminary report of the further study has been
received. This study looked at the vork histories of the
42 men wvho had died from digestive cancer and tha 26 men’
wvho had died from genito-urinary cancer in the initial
study, and compared them with the work histories of a
comparable group wvho had not died froa these causes.

The preliminary report concluded that tha study "did not
support the hypothesis that the digestive or genito-
urinary system cancer experience at the Springfield plant
is related to & general vorkplace exposure”. The relation-
ship of specific vorkplace exposures to some of these
deaths is nov being revieved. A final report {s expected
in the very near future.

W. R. Caffey

Manager, Epidemiology

Departaent of Medicine and
Environmental Raalth

7-10-81

Isew .
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ANNOUNCEMENT

The final report of the University of Pittsburgh study of digestive
and genito-urinary caacer at the Springfield plant has been received.
Ia July, ve advised you of the preliminary findings of this study and
this final report confirms those preliminary conclusions.

This study revievad 42 deaths froa digestive cancer and 26 deaths froa
cancer of the genital and urinary systems that had been found in an
earlier study of the Spricgfield plant. The past work histories of

the 63 deceased vorkers were coompared vith those of a control group

of 472 other Springfield vorkers.who did not have cancer and vhose
ages and dates of hire vare matched vith those of the deceased vorkers.

The purpose of the study vas to deternine whether those vho had died
from thesa cancers had different work exposures from the controls and
to identify particular work place locations.

The study found that of the vorkers vho died from rectal cancer, a

higher proportion (four out of seven) had been employed in cellulose
nitrate production than wvas true of the controls. The report states

that "this fsolated finding may simply be a chance occurrence due t

the large number of comparisons that were made" and that no scientific
research has shown any connection between rectal cancer and the cheaicals
known to have bean present in cellulose nitrate production.

Of the workers vho died from cancer of the prostate, a higher proportion
(three out of 14) had been employed in polystyrene processing than vas
true of the controls. None of the other cancers studied shoved any
relationship to a particular vork exposurs.

Tha report notes that the thres persons in polystyrene production who
died of prostate cancer may hive had a low level exposure to cadmium,
but also notss that there was no prostatic cancer in other areas of the
flant vish similar exposures.
The report recommends that surveillance of the Springfield work force
be continued in order to assess these results more precisely. This
will be done as part of Monsanto's continuing environmental and indus-
trial health program, to ensure the health and safety of its employees.

William R. Gaffay

Manager, Epideniology
Department of Medicine and
Environnental Realth

10~29-81

UCC 085631




i,

s L1

L

LN aad

aresl P e

'-l-

—

ANNOUNCEMENT

Monsanto has received a report of a wortalicy study
among Springfield plant workers vho had been exposed .
to vinyl chloride and polyvinyl chloride. This study .
vas conducted by graduate studants at the University .
of Massachusetts under the dizection of Dr. Kenneth
Rosenman.

The study purports to find excess deaths from several
cancers, most particularly digestive cancer. These
results are not confirmed by the University of Pittsburgh
study vhich vas the subject of our October 29 bullecin.
The University of Pittsburgh atudy shows that those

vho died of digestive cancer were lass likely to have
vorked for long periods in aresas where vinyl chloride

or polyvianyl chloride vas presant, Moosanto vas not
consulted regarding any of che data used in the Universicy
of Massachusetts study and {s not avare of the decails of
the analysis. Howvever, the detailed report froa the
University of Pittsburgh scudy has been made available

to the Union and will be sent to the appropriate govern=-
vent authorities.

-

William R. Gaffey.

. Manager, Epidemiology
Department of Medicine and
Environmental Health

10-30-81 }
/sam
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ANNOUNCEMENT

The final report of the University of Pittsburgh study of digestive
and gen{to-urinary cancer at the Springfield plant has been received.
In July, ve advised you of the prelinminary findings of this scudy and
this final report confirms those preliminary conclusiens.

This study revieved 42 deaths froa digestive cancer end 26 deaths from
cancer of the genital and urinary systems that had been found in an
earlier study of the Springfield plamt. The past work histories of

the 68 deceased vorkers ware cowpared with those of a control group

of 472 other Springfield vorkers.who did not have cancer and whose
ages and dates of hire vare matched with those of the deceased vorkers.

The purpose of the study vas to determine vhether those vho had died
from these cancers had different vork exposures f{rom the controls and
to identify particular work place locations.

The study found that of the workers vho di{ed from rectal cancer, a

higher proportion (four out of seven) had been employed in cellulose
nitrate production than vag true of the controls. The report stiates

that "this {solated finding msy sisply be a chance occurrence due to

the large nuaber of comparisons that vere made” and that mo scientific
tesearch has shown any connection batueen rectal cancer and the chemicals
known to have been present in cellulose nitrate production.

Of the vorkers vho died from cancer of the proatate, & higher proportion
(thres out of 14) had baen emploved in polystyrene processing than vas
true of the controls. None of the other cancers studied showved any
relationship to a particulsar work exposure.

The report notes that the three persons in pelystyrens production who
died of prostate cancer may hive had a lov level exposure to cadmium,
but also notes that thers wvas no prostatic cancer in other areas of the
flant vifh sisilar exposures.

The report recommends that surveillance of the Springfield work fores

" be continued in order to assess these results sore precisely. This
vill be dones as part of Monsanto's continuing environmental and indus=-
trisl bealth progras, to ensure the health and safety of its employees.

P

William R. GCaffey

Manager, Epideniology
Deparcaent of Medicine and
Eavironnantal Health

10-29-81
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ANNOUNCEMENT

Monsanto has received a report of a morcalicy study
among Springfield plant vorkers vho had been exposad

. to vinyl chloride and polyvinyl chloride. This scudy
vas conducted by graduste scudents at the Universicy
of Msssachusects under the direction of Dr. Kenneth
h'.n“no

The study purports to find excess deaths fros several
cancers, most particularly digestive cancer. These
results are not confirsed by the Uni{versity of Pittsburgh
study vhich vas the subjact of our Octobar 29 dulletin.
The University of Piccsburgh study shovs that those

vho died of digestiva cancer vare less likely to have
vorked for long periods in areas vhere vinyl chloride

or polyvinyl chloride vas present. Monsanto was not
consulted regarding any of the data used in the Universicy
of Massachusetts atudy and is not avare of che details of
the snalysis. Howvever, the detatled repert from the
University of Pittsburgh study has been made available

to the Union and will be sent to the appropriate govern-

nent cuthori:icsﬂ

William R. Gaffay
Manager, Epideumiology
Departmanc of Medicine and
Eavironzental Health

UCC 085634




ANNOUNCEMENT

Ou Wednesd: . January 20, the "Vallay Advocate” publiihcd vhat it stated vas the
second in & :hree-part saries on the "Monsanto Company's Spriagfield Operatioan.”

Predi{ctably its authors Bush and Michak have cleverly woven toguther a rehash of
past news, questions out of context, misrepresentacions, innuendos and inforza~
tional errors purporting to demonstrate Monsanto {s conducting a conspiracy of
silence to keep important information from its employees concerning worker health
and cancer. 1t specifically attempted to link vinyl chloride exposure to alleged
exployee health problems ignoring a comprehensive sctudy by the University of
P{tesburgh wvhich showed ne such connection,

As you know, Monsanto has consistently and in a timely manner, advised its employees,
local union officials, and appropriate government agencies of the results of any
health studies it conducted or had conducted by outside impartial professional
organizations. None of these studies has conclusively showm & causal relationship
betveen cancer and a particular vorkplace exposure. For your teferencs, the attached
prior bulletin board notices openly summarize previous studies, checkpoints and
results vhich {ndicate the facts of the matter and refutes the alleged cover-up
clais.

Our sctions in handling esployee health studies have been as follovs:

1. Monsanto has alvays cooperated with governaental agencies tequescing data
on vorker health evidenced by a joint Mousanto-N10SE health actudy coopleced
ia 1976.

2. Monsanto has communicated frequently and truthfully on the status of its
health study results to all employees and to other concerned parties (see
attached notices).

The health studies either conducted by Monsanto ot by the University of
Picesburgh School of Public Health have been designed vith che best statisti-
cal approaches and his:origll informaticn.

Mcnsanto has alvays been and vill continue to bg concerned with worker health
and safety. Our continuing environmental and industrial health programs are
evidence of this concerm.

Ie's obviously ilposstblc for me, in this communication, to ansver eveéry issue raised

in the "Valley Advocate™ article. BHovever, if anyone hag any additional concerns cr
quostions. please feel free to contact me or Paul Bureau. -

J. L. Shriver, Plant Manager
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January 29, 1982

Dear Retires:

I'm sure most of you have sseo or heard about a current article concerning
Monsanto's approach to employea health in the Valley Advocata. There is alwvays
a risk of leading credibility to outrageous publicity by attempting to defend
against it or to worry families of amployses. Neverthelass, I cannot and will
not have our organization or myself accused of insensitivity to employee health,
evasion of the laws of the land, and even "getting avay with murder" without a
respouse to this so-called "journalism.”

The article in the Advocate vas lengthy and constitutes the latest in a long
series of attacks upon this plant by its editors, reporters and behind the scene
supportars. These articles have been incorrect on many important points and
conclusions. For that reason, 1 have attached to this letter the latest in a
series of bulletin board notices over the last 3 years vhich summarizes the
facts. We have communicated with you on this subject numerous times in the past
and will continue to do so avery time new information becones availadble. I hope
you will carefully revisv this and further communications on the subjecc.

In the last snalysis, hovevar, esch of us has to assess the quality of the orga-
nization for vhich we work and determine vhether we believe ve are properly
protacted. If I had any reservations about that vith respect to Monsanto, I
vould have left years ago. Fev corporations have evan bagun to approach the
comitment and investment in Medical and Industrial Hygiene Dapartments, En-
vironmental Health Labs, protective equipment and safety support services that ve
provide at Monsanto. We are not perfect in enployse health or any other corp-
orate activity. 3But I believe that we ars years shesd of most other organizacions
in the effort to safeguard our employeas. No amount of innuendo, biased reporcing
or sensationslism can ehango that.

I appreciste your taking the time to acquaint yoursslf vwith the facts in this
matter. Pleasa contact wyself or Paul Bureau, Fersonnsl Hana;cr, "4f you have any
quoaeions relating to this subject.

L

« L{ Shriver
Plant Manager
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ANNOUNCEMENT

Monsanto has received a repore of a morcality study of Springfleld ?lanc
workers {n relacion to cheir occupation. This mosc recen: work was coa-~
ducted by a graduace student as a Master's thesis ac tha Universicy of
Massachusetcs under the direction of Dr. Kenneth Rosenman. ’

The chasis purports to find excess deaths from seversl cancers. In
parcicular, it relates to smplovees who have worked in Resins operacisns
and wvho may have been exposed co formaldehyda.

These resulcs are not confirmed by a more comprehensive University of
Piccsburgh study on formaldehyde which was the subject of our Novembar
1980 bulletin (see attached). Tha University of Pittsburgh study con-
cluded thac “the results indicate no treads or paccerns inm proportional
morcality that could be directly linked to formsldehyde exposure.” Mon-
santo wvas agsia not cousulted regarding any of che daca used in che
graduacte scudeat's thesis and is not awvare of che decails of che analysis.

The graduate's thesis has been forwarded to “omsanto's Departzent of
Medicine and Environmental Health and has been made available to the Unionm.

« L. Shriver
Planc: Maoagaer
2/18/82
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