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- Safety Admiaistrator's office should de contactad to review the
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RAD Centar Safety Supervisors

ce: fesaarch Division Managers
Heeds of Tenant Ovganizations
M. J.L. Spicher
Armatien

we. P. Norellt

1 would 1ike to reemphasize the Site policy that asbestos fiber-
containing materials, whose form or yse can D¢ expected te rwsult.
i afrborne asbestos fiders, should be used only whem suitadle
asbestos-free saterials do not exise. Mot only s {splemmting
the requirement of the OSHA work standard on asbestos costly and
difficult, but recent OSH Review Commissfon decisions on contested
citations Rave upheld that any exposure of an employee to asbestos
fiber, Mamver 10w the Tevel, requires & mdical surveillance program
on that employes. Nhere asbestos cloth, tipe, etc., must De used,
working - 1th the satertal wat sheuld be considered to siniwtze
chances of creating airbome fibers Ia handiing. Where asbestos
mst be used end fiders can be expected to becom airborme, the

WMCEssary stape that should De taken in the application.

The Headquarters Industrial Mygiene Laboratery Ras evaluated Mefrasil,
o amorphous silica textile produced by KITCO, as & replacemsnt for
asbestos cloth and blankets for applications such as welding screeas
od drop cloths and found it to be a uusfumr{ 's’g;uqm {although
smore expensive). Refrasil can be used at w to . The £ast
Pittsburgh lorks is one of the M locatfons usting this saterisl, ¥
Matarfal Mo, 415146 has deen s3stigned to Rafrasi) with Grede UC Thfﬁ_.
blanket recommended for the welding screen/drop cloth spplicatiom. .- -~ -
If your organization uses asbestos cloth or blanket curmtty.»rt ;
should contider replacing it with fafrastl. Purchasing is gatting:
infornation oa local distridutors for the mterfal, - 7 °

Aot fre o, ndmiri) et Ot of et

. on Ve ve me =
iaformation o WI's NOYATEX, which i3 an atbestas textile fn whtch. >, .
the fibers sre said to be encapsulated In acrylic resin. This et
oncapsulstion 13 claimed to sigrificantly reduce the airberse ssdestes
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fider dut does not eliminate 1t (or the medical surveilipnce require-
ment). 1f the asbestos fs exposed to Nigh tesperatures (900°F 1),

the scrylic bumms off, leaving free asbestos and as big, 1f sot

worse, 3irborne problem as the conventional asbestos. The NOVATEX

1s available in cloth, tape, tuding, and protective clothing {gloves,
wtc.). Consideration 13 being given to possidly replacing the
asbestos cloth and tape currently carried in the 401 Storeroom with
WVATEX and f3suing the asbestos paper from the Safety Adainistrator’s
office for those applications whare only asbestos paper can be wsed.
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