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" oid hype:_-plasia and cervical lymphadeni- apparent thyroxd cancer by coumry:
tis in infancy. and early childhood, and.

was consistent with"the hypothesxs that

lomzmg radiation was a.cause.of thyroid
cancer in children and young adults,

‘Whether increasing incidence ratesare ;

real or ‘artifactual depends upon the de-
gree to which they have been influenced

‘by-changing dlagnostlc criteria and com-

pleteness of reporting. For example, the
occult sclerosing non-encapsulated papil-

lary carcinomas and'.intraglandular en- . .

capsulated follicular carcinomas with
minimal vascular invasion have received
increasing recognition during the past 20
years. In their review of thyroid cancer in
Otmsted County (1935-1965), Verby et al. 6
attributed the observed substantial in-

crease in incidence to the greater recog- .
. nition of occult papillary tumors during

the 1955-1965 decade.
Variations in the incidence of clinically

. race may reveal importarnit interactions
. between host and ‘environmental facuars
- However, such eompansons miist be
" terpreted caunously since they dre ‘sib
[ ject. to -variations in the procedures- .
for neoplastic classification and regxstra- -

- graphic and racial differences in th

e

tion and in the quality of diagnostic agd
therapeutic services. The pattern of g

cidence of clinical thyroid: cancer should
be distinguished. from that. observed
occult thyroid cancer. .
In 5,636 consecutive autopsies on can-
cer patients at Memorial Hospital, the
prevalence ratio of occult thyroid cancer
as an independent primary cancer was 6.4
per 1,000 autopsies. The method of exam-..
ination consisted usually of a single section
from each lobe when no tumor was grossly-
visible. Thie' peak prevalence in women :
was 19.6 per 1,000 at 20-29 years of :age,
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Unlike most -

) mdxcanon thi

thyroid carcinoma: predommata in wom-

en, occult thyroid cance! occurs almost as :
.frequently in men, %40 :

- The prevalence of latent thyroxd cancer

@i.e., 1.5 cm. or less:in maximum'dimen-.. ..
sion) dxagnosed at autopsym the Hawaiian ..
Japanese and _mative’ Japanese (17 9-24__'.;
percent)isat least four times that observed -

in comparable autopsy studies from Can-
ada and the- cont‘ ital Umted States" 12

VOL 28, NO 2MAHCH)‘ PRI

the: prcva]ence dne to chnically apparenti B

mg has ‘been firnished by Kolonel and -
_Rellahan from the Hawau 'lhmor fllegxs-’:

'r'upon a tmal of 110. patients in l960-,964”:¢
‘and. 184 pauems m 1968-1972 Thg s.m_all-ij




