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Asbestos Fibers
Now Held General

Population Hazard e T Y

BY ARTHUR J. SNIDER

“ 1575, Chvcaga Dadly News

Chicago — Asbestos fibers, previously !i)gentified as JZ/
a hazard 1o industrial workers, are beginning to . .
produce lung tissue cnanges in the general population, ,9 "7 LA~ T 7 Ad <
according to medical sci;zntis!s. 0 i . ;

They reported finding lung changesin 10 men who s . 7. , : . .

were beinz routinely chest X-raved. The men, all , 2 Lo d_ A Z/LW c'LAM .
Navy personnel, had no occupational exposure to

asbestes =, . y L.
Dr. Charles W. Ochs_and Dr. John-P. Smith, =/ %&7‘7‘““”-' Ko Ao Z’a_,c% a
-uedical ctiicers at the Bet}.lhesda Natval %-lotgpltal Lu; — . ¢
Marviand. estunated that the majority of the ma \ m W

popuiation over 30 probably have asbestas fibers in - A A /CAJ./ /ZZMO

their lungs and 5 per cent probably Tave tissue’ - - . .
crznges as a result. e e A .

<) far the condition is benign, Ochs told the ' 7 Ml Lol
Raaological Socu‘:ty 961 North Amen::;, ?u:d added that . _/ J
wwere is a possibility the changes could lead to cancer . . .
i some indiv:duals. /6 A @('M

Growing exposure to asbestos in the cavironment is
Frocably tcsponséble for ;til; ne;r lﬁzcaird. said Océls. : (,(_ .

Asbestos is used in cardboard. tiles. gutters, drain . ‘
tizos_electrical insulation. pipe Covering and a Wile - /1"447' %‘ o tih Bt L -
variety Of oiher. building niaterials. Vinyl asbestos
[2sor tite also may be a signifiCat sourE of aicborne 2y ©o.
fxos ) et . Clu . 2440 2

*the major source of enviropmental asbestos, how- Z’ /?/u L g ?/"ij‘v“”
eve~. resuits from the _autpmgbile.’ said Ochs. . s :

“3rake Lnungs, clutches, Tagtflers and transmission i—7Le—eletes e rlic il

give off fibegs.” L
is | - J 7

" He estimated that 2.5 muilion tons of _{
PSP Arteen Laty oy,
7 —

thrown nto the atmosphere in a year. '
./(.:(_‘—W A A’ PR,

Ochs believes 1t has taken 20ip 30 vears for the °
. asbestos 1o bulld up in the lungs to the point whera it |
is being seen in routine X ravs,
1t should be much ZHOFE prevalent in the next 20
77 vears with continuous and increasing exposure, he

: added. e - T tans
i aqn:ze inhaled fibers accumulate in the pleura of o Cerdacr Xiics Vi Wv&m/
lining of the lungs and cause a thickening, 747/ I‘-v > /J«u_ .
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