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oc 23 OWENS-CORNING FIBERGLAS CORPORATION
. INTRA-COMPANY CORRESPONDENCE

Geneio! Offices—Toledo, Ohic October 1€, 195¢

Anention of MY M. D. Burch - Toledo
cc: Mr. Ray Crepps - Rewark
From John D. Black - Toledo

Subject ASBESTOS WORKERS UNTON

[4
J

Attached 16 8 copy of & jetter Just received from dter
Bowes &t the Boston Branch and a copy of my reply.

I understand that Bteps will be taken to handle t° Ls
problem directly with the top Internationsal Representative: of the
é Union.
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Attention of Mr, Jonn Black - Toledo Oc ' ‘
From Mr, W, L, Bowes - Bosten ( ce: e A, McKay - New Yo."k- "
, ﬁo To wuliw'ls hd Toledo
Subject ASBsSTUS WORKLPS UNTON
/’
3 This week we were given a tip by dohn Murphy, Business Aeent of

the Asbestos Vorkers Upion in Hartford, Connzcticut. He informed us
that the Boston Local of the Asbestcs norkere Unlon are conducting an
dinvestigation into the lung conditions of their members and that saome
of the rvsults tney found were detrimental to fibreus products,

Yosterda: we called on Mr, Abran Goldbery and Mr, Henry Anderson,
Pre Goldberg is the Presidert and Mr, Anderson is the Business Agent of
the Boston Local, We found that Mr, Goldberg had just recently underrone
& lunf exploratory operation, Thir operation had been performed by
Dr. Richard Sweeti of the Yars, Ce erel Hospital, They also informed us
that ancther member, Mr, Willian Shaw was underroing medical treatment at
the Overholt Clinic of tne Deaconess Aospital. They also stated that .
they recently had had X-Reye of over 50 percent of their members and that
they foud quite a few of their members showed & cloudinees in the lunss,
The expression was that there ¥as more shadowy substance in their lupee
than in the average persons, They claim they have another young man who

may have to leave the buriness because of this. Recently one of their C

membere died and they are having an sutopsy performed to detearmine if he
suffered from what they call Pasbestitous”, Tney alsc informed us that
they are workins with Mr, Emest Johnson, the Labor Comtissioner of the
Sate of Massachuscits, on a prosram to determine whether their industry
should be classified as a "hazardous one',

My preat concern is that tney keep talking about rlass in their %

lunrs, We did determine that Hr, Goldberg had an infected vertebrs and
ook I-fay therary treatments to correct this s_tuation, He also told
us that be had not had & ehance to discuss the findings of the explors-
tory operation with his doctor im &8 much &5 the doctor had gone out of
town immediately after the operation and war not expected back for two
months (that was about eight weeks ago),

During our convareation they also broupht out the fact that other
parts of the cowntry, incluoding Albany, New York and Syracuse, are
concerned about thts problem and they too are condusting igvestipations.

We thought that you would wvant to have this in writing and ws will
wilt word fromw you as to eny further follow-up on tiis sfitustion,
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