PLAINTIFF’'S

; EXHIBIT
e e | | 997500

1, 58 LHGH CORNING CORPORATION

E. A. S, =rdy Walter P. Sinclai:
, Asbestos Koslth Eazard dan. 6, 1559
" £ PLAINTIFF'S
! ! EXHIBIT
| wy- as97 0

Dear Ernie:

kttachad 18 a copy of the article which we discursed during
our recent teleprone conversztion, sntitled *U.S. Warned of Aisbestos
Per{l™, published in Dec. 4, 1958 odition of The ¥Washington Post,

Paragraph 2 and 3 of the &rticle blast the Navy, the Labor
Dezartzent and the Public Heslth Service for not making public
acknowledgexent of the warning they wore given in Ssptember by Kew
York Mount B8inai Fospital, whers zutopsies have shown that xmost men
who worked in ahipyards had excessive asbestos fibers in thsir lungs,
' a condition that often leads to ssrious lung disease.

In view of the above and other statements in the Article,
BADN, J. J. Stilwell, Daputy Comzmander Shipyard Management, EESC
Code 07, on Dec. 4, telephonically requested information and comment
from Capt. W. Riblett, Head Ship Systems and Engineering Dspzriment
XAVSEC Code 6100, The job of preparing a mero., complying with Rilk.,
Stilwell's rtgue:t was azsigned to A4, Munkres, Marine Engineer, Piping
Components and Instruzent Section, iduxillary iquipaent Branch, KAVYS:LC
Code 6153. for ¢ollaboration with k. Chsrowbrier, Chemical Engineer.
Biologicsl Warfare Defense and Hazard Material Section, Material 7
Development and Application Office, MAVSEC Code 6101, The meso. has
been completed, approved by Capt. Riblett and forwarded to RADM.Stilwe

Puring a conferencs with A4, Munkres, he stated that although
precaution is being exercised by the Xavy, he proposes information dbe
obtained from the Xavy Yards, private shipyards performing Havy work,
Public Health Service and manufacturers oa the precaution measured
¢uployed in the handling, use and manufacture of asbestos products. He
also referred to a statement by Dr. Irving Selikoff, New York Hount
Sinai Hospital in Oct. - Kov, 1968 J.M. Eews Pic that, %Asbestos healtl
hazard is a problem but it can be removed®, Reference is alszo made in
the same edition of the News Pic, that $362,500 has been budgeted Joint
by J.M., and International Heat and Prost Insulatoras and Asbestos Wworke
for financing research of the problem at New York Mount Sinai Hospital.

During & conference with E. Chercdtrier, he referred to a
survey of tha uses of asbestos in shipbuilding, disclosed that the
raterial is used primarily in two areas. The first for packing gaskets
and the second for piping lagging and boiler insulatien. For a health
view point, the second area is considered to be more important.
becording to Cherowbrier robably the greatest asbestos bealth kazard
coceurs by aie horne partic{es of the material during ™rip-cut" operatio.

Ve v T

G00702



- 1 "SBURGH CORNING CORPORATION

;:) E. &, Spardy Walter P, Sinclair

Asbestics Heslth Haxard Jan. 6, 1969

-
D)

especially ca zhips built during and shortly after World war II, when
asbestcs was widely used, Although respirators are specified for
poersonnel cngxged in these operations, overall control of the dust
problex is axtremely difficult, other psrsonnel in the imzediate
vicinity may be exposzd,

Cherowdbrier contacted and discussed the problem with the
Industrial Eygisnist at Mare Island and Puget Sound Naval Shipyards.
7he Yards were aware of the hasards of asbestos and as in the case of ¢
if not &ll Esvy shipyards, appropriate safety precautions are exercisec

- o further minimize the health hazard, associated with asbest
Cherowbrier proposed that precaution =easures be observed in the bandli
&nd the usze of the material with exzphasis on "rip-out™ o§orations, be
fncluded in Chapter 9390 Therzal Insulation of KAVSHIPS Technical Manusa
Also, insure that proper documentation is made available and is utilize
by the shiyy-~rds,

In addition to conferences with Munkres and Cherowbrier, I al
contacted Capt. Riblett, Capt. C. Tedholm, Director Machinery Systens
Division, KAVSEC Code 6140 and called Capt. A. Bodmnaruk, Commanding Off
Eaval Ships Research and Divelopzent Center, Annapolis, Md., 1t is the
definite opinion of sach of these gentlemen that appropriate safety
precaution iz being exercised by the Kavy Yards, in the handling and us
of asbestos products and the articles publizhed in The Washington Post
during Dec. 1367 and Dec, 1368 exagzerate. the problem, Capt. Riblett,
bowever was z-zswhat appre:ensive about the health hazardous conditions
caused by air-borne asbestos particles during "rip-out™ operations of
zsdestos rpaterials from old ships.

Sinceraly,
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