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Insulation Peril?

'HealthStudiesSuggest
Asbestos Substitutes
Also Pose Cancer Risk

While Data Aren't Definitive.
Some Fine-Fiber Products

HaveScientistsConcerned

CompantesQuestion Findings

By Baruy Meier
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Mukers of the matenals under scrutiny
& defend their products’ safety. And re-
searchers such d4s Mr. Enterline belivve
that nws: currently used insulating prod-
ucts don’ appear lo threaien homeowners
and Jre less loxic than asbestos. Because
of improved plant controls. some indepen-
dent scienlists say, any danger 10 current
plant wurkers may also be low.

Ncneiheless. the specter of a healn
cnsis even vaguely resembling the as-
bestos disas:er 1S sparking a furor in the
insulation indusiry. Company scientisis are
scrameling for evidence o defuse Mr. En-
lerline’s findings: some insulation pro:
ducers are building defenses agains: future
damage claims; and the safety issue is at
the neurt of 1 batlle between producers of
competing 1vpes of insulation.

Manville ‘Concerned’

“There’'s no question we're concerned.”
savs William Reze, o health offici] for
Denver-based Manwvilie Corp. Bankrupted
by asbesios-relited death claums 2nd puni-
e damage awdards, Manvilie recently or-
dered 115 salesmen of gliss-(iber groducis
10 ceruly n wniuing that they have di-
vuiced Mr. Enterlines findings !o cus
tomers.

Exzosure 10 1sbestos has been Iinked (0
fatal lung cancers and other cisatiing res-
siralory cisenses. Some $#0.000 d2ath and
injuny 2 aims have been filed agzinst Muan-
ville and other asbesios producers oy piint
AOrKerS, 1NSLIGLOTS and nthers. Mos! uses
of dstesins are curreni!v binned by fed-
ori feoliings. .
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anrkers evposed o fine fibers evbibit
mare menor abnormahties than do Xeravs
of warkers expused to Larger fibers. Fine
fiher worhers are also showing a patlern ol
decredased luny capacity, says Dr. Weil,
who ciatis it his work as prelum
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Use Is Growing

Such warmngs come as insulation pro-
ducers tncrease fine-fiber output largely
Inr products blown under pressure info
willls and. cetlings of hames and comnier-
cial buldings. Use of fine fibers 1s growing
because they provide grealer insulalion
than larzer-sized fibers. and at lower cost,
says Wilham Sells. president of Manville's
gliss-fiber division.

The salety deoate is putting glass-fiber
producers on the delensive. At u tense two-
hour meeting last month with Mr. Enter-
ne e dith officils from Manville, Owens-
Corning Fiberglas Carp. and CertainTeed
Corp. chalienged the sciertists methods
ang facis. They said they hope (0 prove
thit workers' deaths from lung cancer
aren't related to fiber exposure, tUidl they
may msted have resaited from other tanne
vopvgamnds o the sorkplace or the end:
ronmient.
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e lack of definitive health datz on In-
tion hazards is creating a quandary for

rs and product users. VAL thig potnt |
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bie-because we feeltbe jury ks stilt put,”,
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ers.:The move, says a USG spokes- -
in, refiects scientific concern that smok-
g might intensify any Jung-cancer threat
pesed by mineral wool. Plant workers have
also been (ssued upiforms, the spokesman
3ays. to preventworkers from carrying in-
Quation 8 home on their clothing.
Ling-cancst deaths in asbestos workers'

mﬁny/have been linked to such expo
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 *“The latency issue is one that

le, recently barned shipboa:v: use of cera-
ic fibers, aszording to-8 Yavy spokes-,

came 2587 manutactorers volmtarily reiz-
beled products 1o pete that i1 an antmal

_ ggest a Lung- ‘
roducts Being Used in Place of Asbestos
e 1 , : “..%'Iﬁi: U.mo,h W : T -' .

{:

*} sizes contained tn a blown-insulation prod-
| CertainTeed. The cansultant“tound tha
*] enough to be inhaled,.: © - *:.-

I n workess tradt- | - :
.\veloping cancers ecs through radl- -workers are only briefly exposed to such 8-

7 fHict of interest,” Mr. Munscn sa . “'but
- | does Manvilie P s

Cancer Risk

Mr. Fryman acxnowiedges, however,
that the cristobalite levels detected in the
Browning-Ferris  study © exceedad Jevals |
_predicted by manufacturers. As & result,

" he says, Standard Oil recently urged that -
- improved face masks be used by workers
Concerns over insulation safety are also
tueling a war between makers of compet-
ing products.*Take the case.of Richard

‘| Munson, president of National Consumer
-]\ Products Marketing Inc., sn Aubumm, Ca-
1" Mf.-based company that sells cellujose-

based insulation, s competitor to glass fi-
ber tn the home-insulation market. -
Mr. Munson founded and sponsors s

¢t{. group called Victims of Fiberglass, which

-

9 recemly piaced advertisgments In several

U, Gewspaers &arrying $4id teadines

;’?‘ read: Comuner!:ltmlng — Manmade
bestos .(Fibergiass) Insula

¢ Attic Wl Caitse-Lang &neeg?n l,n-w

i=% Mr, Munson 18 250 publicizing the work

of a consultant he mrggm mnnuz::ed:

uct sold by the Valley Forge, Pz.-based

most’ of the products’ ‘fbers were smal -

CertainTeed officials say that fnsulation
bers and thus don't face a bealth danger.
Glass-fiver compary offictals aiso charge’
Mr.* Munson with running a scare cam-
paign..“ll's obvious be has a conflct of tn-
c!ﬁ'ft. ' Says Mr. Sells, the Manville offi-

*There's 0o question that 1 have a eon-

deriiioiogist Entetiine says ke fso't Sware
of 1y evidence suggesting cme, . 7.
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Several independent scientists say,
currear ealth cata don't indicate that the
Insulation materials under study pase a

lung-cancer threat lo homeowners, “The
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Along wth a possible ‘mce; threat, 1

‘ceramie-tased fibers pose other health

probleras. In 2 published 1986 study by
-Ferris Industries, for instance,
Houston-based wasta-management con--*
m wamed that ceramic-based fbers .
to line indusial fumnaces quickly |

reak down Into cristoballte, & form of sil-
ca linked to silicosis, a fatal Jung disease
omunon amodg ° quarry ‘-and tunnel
rkers. Charles E. Fryman, Standard
's manager. of Industrial hyglene, says
eramic-fiber producers are aware of the
;:nstobahte hazard and have Jong urged
rkers to use masks when removing
*eramic insulation from furnaces. They
have also called attention to the cristoba-
ite risk on thelr Jabels. :

[ with”

unstudied population I'm most concerved
about are people putting In tsuiation,”
says Emest E. McCopnell, a taxicologist
the federal National Tadcology Pro-
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‘Regulatory Action Likely ¥ = gyt
- ‘Whateverthé cise, U.S. refulatory ac

tion on glass and other insulating fibers1s+
tikely. Richard Lamen, & top official at the :
federal Nationa| Institute for Occupational -
Safety and Health, says'the agency, based

't on Mr. Enterline’s report, is reviewing

whether to recommend stricter workplace
e limits. Sir Richard Doll, a lead-"
ing British epidemiologist, says he belleves
exposures to all insulating fibers should be-
held to the same level as exposure o as-
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