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By DUNNIEE BCLYTE

Lauteritie Tirmea 2tafd Vrlier
There Iy probably no “:afe” level of
. exposure to vinvi-chioridn yapers, the Na.
tionai Iusiitute for (‘tch')«tmnal safety
and Health hax {old the stale Corupalional
- Safety and  Health Administration

(OSHA),

"We reject {he concept of a threahhold
Himit for vinyi-chioride gax in the aie”
naticaat jobanrfety officlals said in a Ict-
ter to OSHA this week.

“Consequently . . . where any employe
ia exposed to mcasurahle concetrations
of vinyl chlovide . he (should}y wear
an alr supply respimter,” tihie national

D agency recomnmeonded as part of s stan-
dard on vinyl chloride.

Mcanwhile, there wus  grumbling.
among several industry spokesmoen con-
tacted about the report. The industry rep-
rexentatives ratd it would be difficult
and, perhaps, itnpossible to ment a stane
‘dard xe Jow az @ maximum cexposure level
of one part of vinyl chloride gas por mil-
Hon parts of air. They also contended
that it s tmpossible to zientitically and
continuously manitorlevelr that low,

However, the industry leadern declined
to comment zpecifically on thr recommen- |
dations and referred these inquiries o
trade graups. A spokexman for the Manu-
facturing Chemists of America, one of the

1 principal trade groups imc-tigauj
vinylchloride problem, was Tot av
for comment.
The recommendations report to OSHA
fs the latest action by federal officials i
a chain of cvents that has followed tha
January announcement by B.I. Goodrich
“Co. that four employes st itz Louisvilie
~hemical facllity died of tho rure liver
CANCOT, gngivgarcoma.
The cancer was thought to he caused
by exposure to vinyl chloride, which the
lcompany produces al tho Bells Lane facil-

Since the January announcement, it
tas bheen found that ome additional death
cala plant worker was caused by anglosac-

eommdlhxttwmkmncwhmm i
disfase. ., iy
Alse, two other chamcal plants hn-e .
sanounced that one of their workers died
of the ssme disease, '
- OBHA tels stzndards for work skfcty
b&;«l on the addce cf the national agen-
.:('y. 1
i And in its n-comrmndmcm to OSHA :
this week, the natiopal report points ouit
thst industry _recommended a standard
. of 80 perigs of wvinvi<chloride vapor pﬂ'
milliofd parls of air,
!~ The roport szid that alihough mdles
: w'nishm:mt produced cancer at the
axposare levels asiced by Industry, it does
" mot regard the tesis as copclusive.  © 0 -
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"?~ Goudrish “spakiezmen £aid worke: ;!
2t Ihe Rells La:zc- pisnt whe =&k in the
\i‘n)-cnwm 2 L»w‘amm weir sir pespir
e 1s 2 gsnger the #Xporsure

, k-rcl might cn*"cd 53 narts prr omillion,

He said the 270 emploves in (he section
do not wear the respirstors.2il the time, .
A-spohesman fur OSHA said it will
sidy 1he rmlicnzl  agency notimenda-

“4ieny along with the resulis of is own

studies before uacmmz on a final slag-
‘dard

-Fe aaid sgentxs {rom OSHA are in (be
ﬂeéd now pathering data on the exposure
. ztrd paanible protective measures.
= -Soma 6550 werkers emploved in 37
piants are potentially invoived.

- The nationzl jobeafety agoncy sxnd xt
will loue. within two weeks the retom-
mended standards for monitoring the air
fn-plant opcrations and the nmedical
mnm,gnmmuoughttobcpmoithc
wtandard. -

«~The air mositoring it will recoromend
v.:llpck up cenctentrstions of one part
pe'r raillion,

Tuis mosns that znv time (he conten-

,mmm excecds that Jevel, workers will

have 10 wear sir respirators, under the
prticpal retemmendation.
Dr. Herbert £, Chrigtensen, deputy di-

..rector for the nxfional agency's office of

resetrch and standards development, said

. ths recommendations deal only with the

polvmeritation process of vinyl chloride.

&4l to ba decided, he said, are recom-
mendstions {or the vinylchloride s,
thesis apd the larger arex of products
msde from polyvinyl chioride.

& We don't xvow (on those. matlers)

v ba said. !

tbe - health of

‘We don't have nnv-mior-
mation gt the moment -

He szid the mnmend:(mn 15 lhat
OSHA cxpedite matiers o msure that
expased workers s
promplly and uiequadys:fexumcd .

Meanwhile, The Wail Stroct }tmma\
said today thet AFL-CIO officials want an
inferim standard issued and enforced
while OSHA debalss what the permm:.m
#zpdard ought fo be. .

Without ithe inierim messures, the

‘1sbor oificials say, workers arc nol pro.
“tozed while the standardsetling process
.mmiunmd. i
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