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Svate of Illinois Pollution Control Board

189 Wessz Madison Straet

Suite 900 : _

Chicngo, Illineis 60602 ’

Att: Mr. Samugt T. Lawton
gent.lenan:

As a brake lining manufacturer whose product contains gsbastos
we are much goncarned over the Illinois FProposed Ban on
Asbestos in Brake Lining, particulated by Part VII, Section
+02 from the regulations propesed by the Illineis Pollution
Contrel Bodrd. :

Our cofpany, and our industry as an entity, is definitely not
inzevested in procducing products which will have harmiul -
emission effects in the atmosphere. But we do believe the -
apove cited section of the proposed law does not have evidence
ro back us its severity-~weévidence that proves & harmful
emigsion-Ffacror as a result of/or because of the awbestos
content in Iriction materials. -

0w tne basis of reperts ol testing emissions we believe that
zaougn 1T is wighin the power of the State of Illinois
1nsion Yontrol Beard to have asbestos banned f{rom brake
nings, “e feel that to do s$o woeuld eliminate an effective
¢ useful Yrake lining component without jJustification.
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we are certain Tthait many of the emission tests have been
forwarded to the Board, and that the 3oard is aware of
a2 tests of emissions now being made by the Federsl
Tavironmental Protection Agency. We believe that this
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a will be mosu helpful in deteraining the effects of
nesbos-gmissions from use in brake lining, and will
zabrish whether these emissions are of any danzer ovr

they are nsgligible. .
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If the emissions prove to be a harmful pollutant our company
will certainly support yvour Beard in eliminz2ting tvhis hazard.
But until reliable evidence supports this possibiliilty we

zr¢ reluctant to accept any unsupported position. .
Cur ccampeny hag been sroducing brake Jiunings since 1919,
(mhe basic company was formed in 1917.} ﬁurmng this span

of over 53-years we have produced hundreds of millions of
feet of asbesgtos brake linings, In our process, we deal
closely with raw asbestos fiher. OFf course, we use
protective measures in handling these materizls~w-as well
asz other fine powders.  We &ave rever had,  in our hisvory,
a case of asbestosls or any other asbestos-incduced iliness

azong any of our personnel,

s velieve this record is 1ot uncommon among brake lining
aanufacturers,. We are aware of the facty that in other
industries who use asbestos there are systems which do

not control or contain the material, However, our ctiefl
concern is with the brake lining Inazstry, aad the effects
is the atmosphere of the use of asbestos in brake lizings.
e velieve that the asbestos is locked-inte the brake lining
material, and thav during its normal usage the heat of the
Sriction converis any residus Ainfo aa.inara.nanzﬁih;nus
material wnich will not be hazardous in nasur

e look to your Board for & full analysis of this maiter,
and & Jjust decision based uson proved and receatavle
data of a factual, non-emotional, nature.

: Yery truly yours,
BRASSBESTOS MFG, CORPORATION

WILLIAM SIMON
Presidaent
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