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vSljiAlthough Pacifica has no PCB

loaded capacitors (the briefcase-. ; across me street irom tne utility .
size boxes on utility poles) some

coolant piped through equipment .. Tuesday. She said she called y.lab;; analysis.
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"pole ;that blew up, she noted the ;fSbackhoe tolift a 12-by-30 foot section
transformersiy,(barrel-like poleV transformer was popping and ar- y”*iofthe lawninfront of the Brooks and
boxes) were loaded with mineral oil ;.. :cing electrical charges at 11:20 a.m. ;? :Smith homes, with sampies-sent for
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PG&E at once, but they did not.vrcohtemirladon hadbeenreduceJ*toa "

JEJacifica and there is no.way to know;.I “exploded, She said a huge cloud of
iiyhich might have traces !of PCBsi/pswhite-gray'imoke bloomed over the

/carcinogenic—a cancer producing
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, but PG&E crews stayed on the

scene, blocked off the area in front of rcfeiqale,” jFgster said, |
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producing symptoms from minor 'i and getting samples of the.mineral ~whole thing was handled poorly and

rash and irritation to death, based
on the amount of exposure and.the
ipghcentration of the toxic chemical.
;i;(t;IEaneman said the concentration

since only traces of PCBs were in the
10 to 12 quarts of oil coolant spilled
from the 12 to 15 gallon transformer.
He said Pacifica could not be sub-

jected to the type or level of con- -

tamination experienced in San
Francisco when an underground
vaultexploded and a skyscraper had
to be evacuated and later washed

down and decontaminated.
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-/ the coolant spill..
Stephen Foster’s car was sitting
. atthe curb almost directly under the
exploded transformer and was.,
subject , to decontamination
scrubbing by PG&E crews, as was
;the sidewalk and street in front of
thclhirge homes on the north side of

6 p.mi;, that PCBs were involved in.iffthe risk from serious contamination;
f;?;r-:?/»*®lwas shght,/since no one got into the

oil spill at;the base of the pole and
there was no continuing fire-
causing, :F*CB-charged _smoke to'
contaminate the area. -

“If we err, it is on the side of:
caution, 'but we realize how
frightening such a situation can be,”
Eaneman said.
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