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' _\1 *1 g Peaple I talk to indicate that there are uueountau. unﬂndlhle
s .1‘:' outlet valves coming out of the planta glong the river, that come - '
i =; BTN <,¢ Caoal n-».‘-‘;u i f% in under the Kanawha River, discharging godewlul stuff,” Plckett + =
State Health Director ge Pickelt uys be belieyes chemica i rsabd. “They dom’t even know where they all are, can't find th o ¢
pollution in the Kanawha Valley presents the  potential for serious, - o W . In recent months the issue of chemical piant emisalonlhere pax'i
heatth problems for the yalley's residents. * | cedleest Y taken on A new intensily, A Health Department atalisticlan cur- f
“Therg’a no doubt In my mind that the people in the Kanawha - ‘n rently ig omductmg a study of mortality}nla in the Kamwha '!'
Valley are sitting on top of a number of dangerous’situations, } ' ;Yal e
most of which nobody really knows enough about at this slage ai f- A panel =~ for whlch the lludy ] bglng me - Itas been fom-.ed
the game,” Prckett said In an interyiew yesterday. - L }! » by Plckett ta prepare data for two upcoming sessions on pollution -

“I'm quite certain that we have the makings of a kepone fype~ 'H problems in the valley. Among those luvolved are APCC Director -
disaster in the Kanawha River Valley," he said of an incident in” i

Carl Beard, State Medical Examiner Irvio Sopber and Kanawha- ™
Virginia where & toxic chemical manufactured by Allied Chemical i (Charleston Health Department Director Page Seekford. t
caused a number of bealth problems iar workers, aqd was, dis- * 1’ The APCC will hold a hearing 1Iune 1 L the House of Delegates *
charged ipto the James Rivey, ¢ ' Chamber on the effects of chemical plant emissions In the Kana- ,
“Whether it will ever be known that it's occurred becaun lll "» wha Valley. Meanwhile, the National Sclence Foundation ls fnnd- -
may unfold over a longer, slower period of time and manifest {4 _ing a two-day conference, to be held June 1 ang 2 at West Virginia’
itself in different ways, I yeally can't say,” said Pickeit, also a - 'i State, on occupational and anvimnmntal health in the Kanawha ¢
member of the stale Alr- Poliutjon Control Commlsalon “But I ! ; Valley, o
don‘t have any doubis but tha! the same potential exlsts nght .J “The poiot of all this from '‘the pnint of view of the APCC is' |
herg ” 1. t 1] whether of nol there is enough evldencq to jndicate that thﬂ'e is
H -qs g; » oL ,
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s, Chief Says

#p area that needs to be brought undw the area ol control of the

APCC,” Pickelt said, ~ - t

"My hope 1s that [the hearings] wlll' shed more light thag
. confusion,” he added. *I don't know how much of & chance I'd glve
that " H .

The bealth director says he's not sure what the ultimate result |-
‘of the sludies and hearings will be. “It may lead to the APCC -
looking into the reguatory aspects of chemical plant emissions, It,
may simply lead to more focused research on gur part.” .

Picketl said be himself ia not sure whether there is a need for: "
stricter regulation of chemical plant emissicas here. “I honestly
don't know,” he sald. “My guess is yés, just from living here and .
amelling the air, . .but I've not yet seen the engineering data.” *‘.Eq ;

With the series of health problems ihat have cropped up in ;' P
' recent years at chemical planis, bas Pickett considered expanding
his industrial health department?

“There’s no support for it,” the health director said. “In faet,
our department has been cut this year. I don't think there’s any
support anywhére in state governmeat to expand that kind of
thing !
: (Tun taPg. lA Cel. l) .
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THE WEATHER

CLEAR TONIGHT Lows mid P
10s (7). Mostly sunny Wednesday ] .»1
{hghs upper 60s {21C). . M S

Details on Page:iA o .’,' o
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. ¢ ai consump-
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“Con. irrational rules
and proce. # detracl from or
thwart the n.  ns of Congress... and .
certainly do not promole the goal of

energy self-sufficiency,” said Byrd.

Al least ni programs administered
by seven agencies “act as a dead hand

on the coal industry’s efforts to expand * ‘

production, s the President requested

many moaths 4go,” the majority leader.

said.

k
He cited Inferior Depariment regula- by

La\nlmued From Yage Une .

- Plckett mused: “They see that in the
. present frame of sort of an anti-bureau- |
" .cratie, anti-regulatory process. , " He .
added that attitude can be seen strongty
towards the APCC..
_ VBecause [the APCC] has done a bet-
-ter job than mosl Air Pellution Control
- Commissions arounid the Upited States,
they seem Lo feel that Carl Beard is a
" villain, I think he gught to be canonized

+ - for what he’s done, particularly for the -
-, Kanawha River Valley.” ~

Pickett added, “They’ve allowed the
big power companies to make it seem .
that Carl Beard is singularly responsi-
%, , ble for raising the cost of energy, . .the
whole mood is anti-regulation.” °

The health diregtor also noted that ,

tions which have delayed for 14 months "\! loften by the time the results of aceupa-,

the opening of a major underground-.’
mize near Pigeon Mingo Colmty

aillion tans of coa) a year + une-half I
of 1 percent of the country’s {otal prod-
uction — it has been unable to open
because thg Interior Department has’,
refused on environmenial greunds to.,
issue a permit for a railroad siding la.
serve the facilivy. C

Byrd said there is “an advanclng l"' the Kanawha Valley) everybody com-' ' -

awareness” within the Senate thal un-
neccesary government regulahons are]
prevenling a natonwide switch to coa!
He blameyl the regulations on "over
zealousness on the part of those in the
bureavcracy” who wrile the rules.
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. tionally-related health problems can be

Although the mine -would produce 3. ﬁf’ .' seet, theif cause has beey co

“Secondly, il's not passible as far as I’

" know ta have a risk world. ... The

§1 question is whai degree of risks can we - !
{ ' ilolerate or accept as individuals In so- , " 7

+' ciety”

“Thirdly,”. ™ the health director said 2

" 'to what extent are the people in Lhe :
.cnmrnumty sensitized to the issue? [In

. plains about it, but one does not detect

. Ihe t’eelmg that the community is say- s
. Ing, ‘hey, I want tkis stopped.’ *
' Pickett added that when he disclissed . *

- poteniia) health problems on a recent

1 .
b televised news program, a number of .ty south of Pinladelphla 1:  emitting mto
Manv of these neaple “have never been...’ industry representatives calle¢ his and - -

f the governor's office to comment. “As

'

ﬁlth I.u!ormauon about pollullon ll'ld I

*" risks, but not with realistic solutions,

“You have to show people {hat
can selve (ke problem, [that]j it isn't just
die or shul down the economy of the

ViLe e L L T

by Lo replace ser\rloe to thoge citles. -

' @ concentrate as many passengers a3
passible in Charleston at key times of

Lemsimiaing Ui s gy e dtids v
dy says that If United withdraws ; the center of the stale’s connections to
Charleston, Piedmoni is.most ' other major citles. Consultants said
they think that might inprove gervice
'im other West Virginia clties, but
. Cowgill sald the leaders of other com-

FT e L

United strike be ke effect. e

, sald the 12 per th over last
year was signifi (gher than the -
annual 4% percent growth at the aur-
port over the past ten years. :

_river, There are stepd that can be tak.:'
"en. 1t is possible to clean up a town and
not lose its economy. It's been done. .

Pittsburgh showed that.”
\

"' “Prm not inherently & erusader " e

: heaith director reflected. “I can lay out
-the farts and issues and choices ihat *
people have. | I can try to bring to .
their attention the cholces. , .but ulii-
mately, the more power I have to do '
something about it, the lessiinclined I
ammmelhatpowerunlenthepeeple -
" want il used.” .

FUEL'PLAN,

i Il"‘l I _,153\
it linned an Pa ‘One"it'
';v*éqﬂ " Page One
Cnmmittee has uverslght over the \
Clean Air Act, said he hopes to get EPA ™
and utility offictals together in his oft-+h
ice to try to resolve the dispute. | {,

#There has to be a wetdmg, an qppnl'-
tluuty to modify things,” said Rando]ph

“I want to have them sit down together N
-They ve been too much at arm’ s
“length
The 720-megawatt E&dle Stone faclll- -

Fresh, Timely
Marchandlsg at Savinga

for ONE DAY ONLY— ¢

WHILE THEY LAST!

far ‘a3 | know, there were no cards, no ; 0

% letters, ng phone, calls received by me '

A 5 anyone. on the governor's staff say- ’
' ing we're glad the state is taking that |

' interesy and that position.” \
. The bealth director continued, *1
dont need fan mail.

Lhmgs registey in your mmd ro
Pickett reflected that much of the

. problern may be created by the faet:
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but these Yitle ‘l
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