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Sunday, 16,1.76
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Priday, 23.1.76

s‘m. 24.1.15
Sunday, 2‘.1.7‘
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Tuesday, 27.1.76

Vedneeday, 28.1,76
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Priday,  30.1,76

Saturday, 31.1,76

Sunday, 1.2.76
Monday, 2.2,76
Tuesday, 3.2.76
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ation sinca 1938.

In the beginning, they wera engaged solely in the con-
version of material, but in 1948, they specialized in the
textiles and brake linings. These last three operations

were successively discontinued so that since 1958, the com-

manufacture of construction material, insulation, gaskets,
R e e

pany has specialired in the manufacture of construction

material, insulation and pipes; fiberglass has besen added.
Ap—— - —

—

The number of persons employed in the beginning was more -

than 500, today the mmber is mrcund 350. '

The type of asbestos most used is Q ysoti le oxtibcud
from ‘mines in the pxovl.nco o! Quebec (Bell) and from tlnt
!.n 3t1t£sh colunbh (cnlm)y ‘crocidolite coni.ng fr South

pechuy in pipe mulacturo.

Considerable sums ol money have been davdéed to ventila-

tion in all the departments, so that the dust count which was .

elevated until 1970 declined considerably, l-w:'_.\'-»siz.:cn
January 1572 wa have adopted the counting of asbestos fibre by
. Gty meked -
’ the mothvd of_filteringby membrane and the mean rate in April
e ———
'pﬁp 1974 reached a lower limit of 2 asbestos fibres per c.c.; 50
coﬁnt_!.ng stations are in opontion and a survey is made regu-

larly at the rate of 10 readings per week.
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All employees havo un nnnunl medl.cal exwlnaticn including a

pulmonary x-ray, laboratory examinations such as urinalysis and

a hemogram, and spirometric tests. { TRGLE H) A
. It was docided in 1968, together with co_m?l:x'\_y i!:fiul- and .

with the cooperation of the government of the province of Quebec,

to examlne all employees who wore exposed to asbestos for more

than 15 years. W %M

In effect, the evaluation of pulmonary -incapacity in industrial

(ot K] ’8“‘” ¢

{1iness is the responsibility, in the province of Quebec, of the
Workmen's Compen-auon Commission, which, in 1936, named a emittoo
e e e e

of three chest specialists charged with examining suspected cases
W

of pnounoeonlo-h. This Comission is to make :eeomendation- as

‘to the eompon-ation to which employees with this aisese uo ontitlgd. . :

u¥.

This is hov the Commission operates in cases of pnn-oconiosu ('ﬂ”la

employee was trontcd, if this is the case; includcd l.u thh !11. h
a detailed -tudy, quant!.tative and qualitative, of the various dust
eo.:_:l\_tl, past = and pre-ent, in the different places vhere the ,chhunt
has vor)_:od.

The commissioners are aware that present dust conditions are
not the same as those existing 20 or 30 years ago and that, in
the majority of cases, dust conditions from the years 1930 to 1950

are difficult to pinpoint., For this reason, legal opinions ex-

pressed by the chest specialists are subject to the approval of

the legislators.
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’ From the mcdical point of view, each worker concetned -hould

undergo a11 clinical, radiological, electrocardlological, bacter- &u!g

lolo.g_cal. blochLml_c_nl and phls!.ologi.c_al examinations and it is on
these subjective and objective m;gc that the medical experts
will evaluate the pulmonary incapacity. ( “Rewe mﬁ_)

All expenses Ilncurred during the period of tima required by
these examinations as well as transportation expens‘eu are reim-

bursed to the employee and if compensation is accorded to him, it

is retroactive to the day when the xegue-t was made by the employee's -

c doctor. The compensation 1'." gonerany pemanent and can always be

N
augmented up to 100% if the condition worsens'. . ~ MM‘%-V

The thinking of the authorities of the Workmen's Compensation

N

Commission is to benefit the injured worker vhenov.e: any doubt
. R S

exists,

Here are thc results obnin.d to dates (Thal-! --IYA),

; 4 A From the 249 cut of 454 auployau who have been under our .

caré since 1967, 152 were gim compensation
vmubums%\./"\",h?‘ '
In the group of 152 glvcn couponlauon. 92 are .un l.n tho

employ of the company, 34 have lott the company, 10 are pensioned

~ and 16 are deceased.

0f the 97 employees not compensated, 90 are still in the employ
of the company, 3 have left, 2 are pensioned and 2 are doéea_sed.
There -uu remain about 205 employees who should undergo these
ox at!.onu when they have reached the point of 15 years of exposure
medical reasons will justify these eml.nationl.
I have been asked to state specifically the causes for the

=

18 deaths among the employees since 1966.
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The median age of these daccased employees is 53 yl;n'u. fmgu: ,vg)

ﬁﬂ The period of oxpo-uio in 1 case was less than 10 years.
2 cases between 10 and 14 years of exposure. E

7 cases botween 15 and 19 years of exposure. ’ [y
8 cases batween 20 and 24 years of exposure, :

. Of the 18 4 4 employ , autopsies were performed on

10, 3 ca.-el 414 not reveal asbestos, namely, there was one case
of coronary th'ronbo-h. one case of broncho—pneumonh and one
case of cancerous metastasis in which the prime tumour was of
. bronchiul origin. (‘BBLL v C) t
-11 employees had asbestosis in vu.!:y!.ng_dmg_e_s nm&ow 3” .
%ﬂ( of ube-to-h compensated 100% asd vho died of cor pulnon-le,
4 cases of ubutoah associated vlg_h__gn__g_o;l_:_r_on__dam .

: carotncuas, . s -
. z 3 cases of ubuto-h associated with ncq-\’ puhmmgy
cminalu’ : SO : ‘ R g
1 case of ubo-eo-h associated with a pleural u-ootheuun ‘
. L/ 4 cases of ubenbo.h who dled of various pathologhn m
directly related . asbestosis or with a nm

of tgao oo
According to these -tathtic-/ Culvkeh the mmberﬁh not very -

CRICIDOLITE3;, SOUTH, AFRICA  [NOT- N USE SINGE MARCH 1974]

TYPES OF ASBESTOS -

lq?;:{mt) one can deduce that the minimum time of exposurs to
induce asbestosis is from 15 to 20 years, that, on the other hand
there exist individual susceptibilities that favour this disease
and that the relationship batween asbestoais and cancer, especlally

endo-bronchial cancer cannot be rejected until the contrary is

proven,




