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Tesr Drafiolmes,

Rovision of the Asbestos Industrv Feculntions

A8 you may alroady know, we are at presen' reviewings the Asbestos imdustiry
toguiations, 1931 #ith o view first to extendil:. - thelr scope to cover occupations in
which thore is o hazard {roo asboetos, but whigl &re no* covered by the existing
acgulntions, end secondly, to making their substantive provieslons more effective,

Ye have now ra;\r“hﬁﬂ the =in n wh orn wa prn 3‘"1» 4a ;Jt A'G;‘3-'~i'6: Cuy Mean Pt‘)y&éul‘b "
and I an writing to seek your obsorvations on them, These proposals are not coaplete &
finsl, A8 they stand they are concerned solely with the physical precautions to

taxen to minimize exposures to asbestos dust, They may have to be supplemenitel by
othar provisions in due course, -

As you are no doubt aware, HN Senior Modical Inspector of Pactories has set up a
perel of experts to advise him on gquestions relating to iiw health risks of astmstos

in industry, The panel {8 considering in particular the question of the association
of monotholicnmn with exposure %0 asbestos, B3 well as such mstters as moadical

puparvision, When we como to conaider what provision to make in these mattors, there-

fore, our medical colleagues will have full knowledre of the most supert medical
opinion on this subjoct,

. Yeanwhile, however, some thin;o are clear. %e think that the naw Regulations

will have to apply to any process in wiich asb ntcu is procesaed or used or inm which

it is applicd Yo or removed froa en article or in which uny articl: nada wholiy or (

pirtly of asbestoa ie worked., Ti.y uiwuld apply to all factories and to all premises T
d places to which the provisions of the Faotories Act as respecis apucial Regulaticns

apply, The Cidef Inspevtor should bo given the usual powers of exomption from the

substantive Tequires nts, and dutiss would be laid on both employers and workpeople

to camply with the appropriate rrquirements of the Regdlotions, '

We propose a generanl roquirement that no process to which the Regulations appl
should be carried on unless exhaust drsusht ventilation 1s provided o0 prevent the
escap? inio the alr of any #orkplace of asbnstoan dust, This requircment woull not
apply #hore the process is carrisd oun, either in s totnl enclosure {rom which all
persors ore oxciuied, or in some othoer equally safe manner, In any c188 in wiich i ia

iryracti- a0 to coaply witn thin reqoirsment, profrctive sqapment should b provi.
for wnn wuno o5 oevery peracn azpl oyt in oA rart of ke A tory Into which astcstos x‘:'-,:‘-‘-
¥.500 v rpa,  Thbn e fpcend ghoriiocroadiat o7 s tahle Preasttyie s oap tAaratug an’

overa:ls, heatje..r, glases and L.oin or OVLF;O)\J #iisch offuctively ciciude aabesto-
duzt, S.aoh protective nquipront will hwe to W» proprrly maintained’ and tbere il be
6 rouireesnt that 1t ph ull o uted by the parsony fo. whose bensfit it wae pro..‘cd.
Thn «agulnt ony will also provide that bronthan; A},ﬂlalus vhiuh hae pravicatly U en
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¥e propore to require that all maudhinery, plant, {ixtures and internal surfaces

-

¢f avery part of a factory in which any precess to which v Hegulations apply is

ca ad on should be kept clean by msans of vaouus cleaning equipacnty air emitted

fTDJ tas equipmant Dust not b discharped into werkrooms, corridors, etc, The :
clean:ny of m F‘nnﬂg, fixtures and exhaust ventilation equipment must be carricd out

by pers-ors wonr;nb personal proteciive equipment and an air-line respirator, and no

owner persen A1il W wiloted ir thal pasd Lf Mhe factisry vhere tne cleaming is being —

carries On, i

The Hegulations will require any building used for the first time for an
asheslos process afior the comirg into force of the Regulations to have interior walls
with smoolh dwjessawud BUurfn e=, o-d Fivedyneuun cle&n&ng equi pment., .

Tne Regulitions will provide that asbestos must bte stored in suiitable closed
coentainors and that it must no b broaght into, transported within or despatched from
the factory oth:rwise than i1n 1mpervious containers, When not in use personal proe-
tective equipment must b kept in lockers in suitable changing rooms, Finally, we
propose that personal protective equipment should be laundiered at zuitadle intervils,

J{ laundering is not carried out at the factory the clothinz should be sent ocut in
LMpOTVIOUs containers.

IL would be helpful 37 vou could let me have your observat.ons on these outline
proposels within the next six weeks, Coples of t*zs lett.r are going to the
orzanications shown on the att.ched list,

Yours sincerely,

\, F, HAVFULI.,

Confederation of British Industry

. Trades Union Congress ~
Ur, 7. Bolmes,.

Aspesico Repearon Council
Turner Brothers Asbestos Colltd.,

Ay Trener Prathgrs Asbestos Co. Lid.

The Cape Asbsstos Co, Ltd.
Lanoe, i
A, A, Brazier & Co, Ltd.

Bell's Asbestos & Engineering Ltd,

Central Asbeatos o, Ltd,
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