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"Nader Blasts Trade Secret Labels

\VASHXNGTON (UPI
Ralph Nader chorned yestor-
. day that corporations use the 1t wilnesy
label of ‘““trade Recrels’* tn
. hide  Information
damaging,
competitive  prictices and

products,
R ——

The constmwer
made his e

called one o
(Rt inqeivios

shount
fllezal or  antic

vhairan ol the

5310 FEEDSTUFFS
WEEKLY 18,000

. NOv8

/Fov

187

Researchers Report PCBs

BUFFALO, N.Y. —- Cornclt Univer-
sity researchers said this week that the
industrial chemicals cailed PCB's
(polychlorinated  biphenyls) at “high
concentrations have a major effect on

" hatchability of chicken cggs.

They found thal the PCB known as
"Aroc{nlor 1248 a1 1he lovel of 20
P in the pouitry diet almost com-
rmly eliminated hatchability of the
egys produced by hens fed with experi-
mental PCH-concaminated diets. The 20
fpm. Jeve) is far above that found even
n contaminaicd poultry rations.

“The effect upon the eu s ability to
hatch is quite dramatic.” said Dr. Mil-
ton L. Scoit, animal nutritionist in the
deparument of poultry scicnce at the
New York Siate College of Agriculiure
and Life Sciences, Cornell.

Seott. who studicd che effects of the
chemical on the performance of laying
hens. discussed the findings at the Cor-
aclt  Nuteition  Conmtvrence for  Feed
Manufacturers in BulTalo.

Other rescarchers involved in the

{Im long study are Prof. Dharam V.,
adchra and Paul A. Mulicnhofl, tech-

_ nicisn, doth in the department of poul-

try science: Gary L. Rumsey. director
ofyA‘wl Inc. rescarch laboratorics in
{thaca, N.Y.: zrnd Richard W. Rice,
chemist, also of Agway. Inc.

Scoit also reported that PCB causes

" decrease in egg production by about

10-12% when the content in the diet is
ﬁxed »”" 10 10 20 ppm.

bt an arace rinne Af 1aviei.

Hatchability

‘ru:‘mﬂud in any of the hens during
experiments. and there was no mor-
wlity.

The Cornell  study. which also
probed into PCB accumulation in eggs
and in various parts of the body.
showed that the buildup was more or
}ess uniformly distributed in the bdody
ats.

PCBs are hard-to-desiroy chemical
compounds used widely as heat transfer
fluid and in industrial cooling systems,
They also are used in elecuric wans-
formers. paints, cenain printing inks,
and other products.

The chemical became a problem for
the poultry and feed industries recently
when two isolated cases of PCB con-
tamination in poultry feed ingredients
were brought 10 puMi:;,c attention. Con-

d when A

sccidemally spilied into fish meal dur-
ing the course of pastcurization.

Scoit said that government officials
as well as feed manufacturers and sup-
pliers have instituted tight precaution-
ary SiCPs 10 prevent  comamination.
Poultry and eggs found to be comami-
nated have been removed and de-
stroyed. thus preventing them from get-
ting into consumer food chanaels.

Elaborating on his findings on the
cffect on hatchability. the Cornell scien
tist said that PCBs may be more im
portant than DDT in causing reproduc
tive problems in certain species of wil
birds, alithough much work is yet (0 t
Adnne to coaflirm this suspicion. #
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Among mher thinge, Nader
charged:

=- That the Atied Chensiesl
Co. hid from fts emy
s chlorine  xas  plant
Moundsvitle, W, Va., e
that they were  abseihing
dangerous amnmte  of tosue
mereury.

— That the Monsants Corp,
refused to discings pres
eautions 1 had estabiis n
distributing PUES, 0 ehem ol
whith  causes  eaneey  in
animals,  Doespize ite pee-
cautions, he «l, PCRS
ed Into iish meul-(
and turkeys, Jeming 10 the
destruction ol SN.(f (e
fn Novth Cat
mer and of e Swin (o
Turkeys last week.

— That the nuumal gas end
ofl Industey refases to die
to the Federal
mission the Jdaa
warns of 8
crisis, He s
lrnde groups hide \lam

Cwill form the basis fov e
ing decislans which will cost
Industvial amt ind
consumers hun
mibions of dolinr
sumers need Uthe
& of A Washing-
o Jearn the eon-
tents of processed tiwnle or to
find ot whivh dicees are safe
ang cffecrive.

~That the Fouwl amd Drug
Admipisn b, to proatect
manulacturers, falled  to
mufy Ly brand names tn-
{nn( '\\nlkvr-J\unwu and

‘baby bouncers’ which had
been found 0 amputare 1he
fingers ot bahles.
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at  General Motnras”

evaded & law regulving car
firms to notify federal otfl-
clals of sl written warnings
to dealers abxit safety
defects. He eaill G told
dealers verbally 1o get arvund
the law,
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