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. View of Forrestal as she headed out to sea on ﬁnt series of trials

USS Forrestal Joins Fleet

Overcoming early Congressional adversity, hurricanes and a "bug” in

lube system, the world's mightiest warship is commissioned at Portsmouth

The USS Forrestal (CVA-59), lead ship of a new
class of super aircraft carriers and the world’s might-
iest warship, joined the fleet October 1 in an impressive
commissioning ceremony at the Norfolk Naval Shipyard,
Portsmouth, Va. » :

Built by the Newport News Shipbuilding and Dry
Dock Company, the 1036-t-long, 59,900-ton vessel re-
flects our military’s emphasis on the need for mobile air
bases from which retaliatory atomic bombardment can be
visited upon the attacking enemy. Three additional For-
restal-class carriers currently are under construction, in-
cluding the USS Saratoga (see page 37). Bids for a fifth
were scheduled to be received last month (October 14).
The Navy's projected plans contemplate a total of 12 of
these carriers. Current thinking is that one or several will
have nuclear propulsion:

“Trial Runs

The Forrestal completed her acceptance trials Septem-
ber 23, but had to “prove her salt” the hard way. It re-
quired two sets of sea trials, 6 days in all, before she got
the Navy stamp of approval.

She first embarked on her trials August 29 and was
scheduled to complete them September 2. After complet-
ing her 4-hr economy-test runs successfully on August 30.
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speed was gradually increased in preparation for full-
power speed trials. It is reported that the vessel had at-
tained 30 knots when the main thrust bearing on the No.
3 engine wiped. The engine was secured, and speed re- -
duced. \Vhile running on three engines, similar over-
heating was discovered on another main thrust and the

Main Particulars of Forrestal

Lengthover-all ............ ..... 1036 £t
Length between perpendiculars . .. 990 ft
Beamatmaindeck ............ .. 129°ft4 in.
Beam at flight deck ........ ... .. 252 ft
Depth at centerline flight deck . . . . 97 ft4in.
Standard displacement, tons ... ... 59,650
Horsepower . ... ... ...... . .... over 200,000
Speed, knots .. ... ... ... .. ... over 30

Crew ... ............. .. ..... 3500

Cost, including ordnance . . ... .. over $200 million
Keellaid ..... ......... . . ... July 14, 1952
Delivery .. .. .. ... ... ... ... ... Oct. 1, 1955
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line ringing) and is equipped with a special “right-of-
way” feature so that urgent or high-priority calls can be
cut in immediately on any existing conversation.
Acoustical properties of the telephones have been
further perfected to give higher voice fidelity and other-
wise make conversation more intelligible in noisy areas.

The vessel is equipped with a 400-line {ully automatic
dial-telephone system, developed and built by Automatic
Electric Company. The system provides rapid, automatic
telephone communication between various points on
board the_vessel. The installation can accommodate 800
telephones on a two-party line-basis (with selective party- -
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