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ASBESTOS IN 1987

The attached 2 pages reprinted from the Bureau of Mines Mineral Commodity
Summaries——1988, provide the earliest estimates of 1987 data and activity
highlights on Asbestos. Most of the estimates are based on 9 months dats and
are compared with final data from previous years.

Footnotes 2 refers to reserve base definitions published in Mineral
Commodity Summaries-~-1988 and U.S.G.S. Circular 831, 1980,
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Prepared in the Branch of Industrial Minerals, January 4, 1987.
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ASBESTOS
(Data in thousand metric tons, unlees noted)

l. Domestic Production and Use: The total estimated value of 1987 domestic production (sales)
wvas 518 milli{on. Three firms (o California and Vermont accounted for 100X of domestic
production. Asbestos was consumed in friction products, 22%; roofing products, 17%;
asbestos-cement pipe, 172; coatings and compounds, 153; paper, 11%; and other, 18%.

2. Salient Statistics—United States: 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 e/
Production (sales), mine 70 57 57 51 52
Imports for comsumption 196 210 142 108 98
Exports 55 40 46 47 $8
Shipments from Govt. stockpile excesses None
Consumption, apparent 217 226 162 120 107
Price: Average value, dollars per ton,

f.0.b. mine 399 422 3s7 33s 342

Stocks, producer, yearend 79 80 71 63 48

Employment, mine and mill e/ 190 190 200 250 260
Net import reliance 1/ as a percent

of apparent consumption 68 75 65 58 51

3. Recycling: Insignificant.
4. lmport Sources (1983-86): Canada, 94%; Republic of South Africa, 6Z.

S. Tariff: Item Number Most Favored Nation (MFN) Non-MFN
1/1/87 171787
Asbestos 518.11 Free Free

6. Depletion Allowance: 22X (Domestic), 10X (Foreigm).

7. Government Stockpile: In addition to the quantity shown below, the stockpile contained 831
tons of nonstockpile grade chrysotile and less than 1 ton of nonstockpile grade smosite.

Stockpile Status—9-30-87
{metric tons)

Excess to Goal

Total Authorized Sales,
_ Material Goal Inventory For Disposal 9 Months
Chrysotile
stockpile grade 2,722 8,879 4,250 -
Amoeite .
stockpile grade 15,422 30,849
Crocidolite - 33

e/ Estimated.

l/ Defined as imports - exports + ad justments for Government and industry stock changes.
2/ See page 184 for definitioms.

Prepared by Robert L. Virta, telephone number (202) 634~1206.
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that of 1986: ;%

Asbestos imports dcc:uud 9% from thuﬂit lm Cansda continued to bc the -Jor source
of imported asbestos. Crocidolite was imported from the Republic of South Africa.

EPA continued a regulatory impact analysis of its proposad ban/phase-out of asbestos and
asbestos-containing products. The agency 2lsc reviewsed the national emission standards for
hazardous air pollutsnts and began surveyiag the producers of nine mineral commodities to
determine the asbestos contant aud the total -wineral Itt-: content of nine emissions.
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