
. a .
& Minnesota’s Fish Contaminant

Monitoring Program
Minnesota

Pollution TT Felten Preverionsuanabily od sree 405+ Joy 20
Control
Agency

En Testing ofcommits in inmost ish
Nontonng Program (FOMP)~~ beaan in 196] and continue today

a" supports chtial aman nln Approvimatey 130 lakes al ver
Plrinbaiccfsi “opmentsar sampled cach yea. The

Wi1D)5! Within Ninncsotab providing coentsl | FCMPdtabas now has 31.000 data
infomation or econ. The program has sampled shout
«science-based fish consumption advice: 1,200 lakes, or 22%of the ied5.500
+ programs on mercury cycling, trends isinglakesin thesate. Samplinghas
mali,and watrqualitysandards S500 Sinofhe kes ger

elope than 2000 acres. Minnesota's 11 largest+ snavsyof potential lar Soman Jin 000 sees, Mincsts [1 lage
identified bioaccumulative pollutants. times and the state’s major rivers have had

) iaeonsof sang om on
Program overview them since 1990.
The FOMPisa
successful partnership Fish Contaminant Monitoring Process.
ofthe Minesota
Departments ofNatural ONRNOHIPCA ow ov
Hea (MDI, and coneenon || processing
Agriculture (MDA) and
the Minnesota Pollution MDH DNRSemper rusicroumovaston = ON |\ onion

ear Crome
Program overview 1 select lakes and rivers 2 a seh
I— forih coleconand .

Outcomes. 2 FCMP objectives while remaining within Chemicals of concern
Continued need to budget. This interagency approach of The FCMP routinely monitors fish forCort Shard responsi oromamngand oi FOPoutines moniorsfo for
contaminants 2 interpreting data is a cost-effective method (PCBs) and collects fish for special studies.for tacking fis comamimant sas and lidtor pi
So , tnd chemicals present n fish sue. For

Campi. the FMP provided fs 0 the
The FCMP also has cooperated with the EPA from 1999 to 2003 fora nationwideUSS Environmental Protection Agency tas
(EPA). the US. Geological Survey, the ‘contaminants in fish, including dioxins,US. Forest Servi andth Natonal Prk conmnant eh including do
Service on contamination studies pti

pastas
Wenesda olutionCar Agency + 520 fay RN. Paul, MN 551554104 vin pestle ms

er208500 89067Sat - TTYGE1S82.£452o 806573004» Aether forts [Ea
S20

3280.0001



The FCMP colle fish for analysisofother potentially
health-threatening chemicals that may be building up in ~
them. These chemicalsofconcern include
polybrominateddiphenyl ethers (PBDES). widely used \ 2
fire retardants that bear similaites o PCBs, and PE SNS
perfluorinatedchemicals (PFCs),used as sain Fa pe
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Fish Consumption Advisory — Using FCMPdata, the G fet
MDH provides fish consumption advice that cncourages [ 4 ~
people to cat fish while mainiaining exposure to
contaminants below level that could cause adverse
health effects. The advisory is communicated through trends in fish tissue concentrations ofmercury. Average
various media and targets several audiences. Sitc- mercury concentrations in northem pike and walleye.
specific and statewide consumption advice are available overa 25-year period, from 1982 to 2006, trended
onthe MDHWebsite(wy bealth statennus/ downward until the mid-1990s and has since shown an
divsleh/fish) and integrated into the DNR’s lake survey upward trend. The FMCP wil continue to collet fish
reports(wwwd.statemnus/kefind/indexhim) and for mercury analysis0 track this unexpected shift in the
in printed documents. The statewide guidelinesare in long-term trend.
the DNR fishing regulations booklet. The MDH also
provides educational brochures which are updated Continued need to monitor contaminants

amually Fish contaminant monitoring must continue to
Identifying Impaired Waters — The federal Clean + maintain up-to-date fish consumption advic.
‘WaterAct requiresabiennial listingof impaired waters «monitor waters with unusual contaminant levels,
for each state. One or more Total Masimum Daily Load « improve an understandingof variation in mercury
TMDL) sis mustbs completed fresh Tevels among lakes, and
impaired water. Impaired waters mustbe resampled to I,  nindivgtot
identify when fish contaminant concentrations drop foa sing sors salei dlcator hs.
level that could allow their removal from the Impaired F——
Waters List

Sample collection and chemical analysis: Call Mark
Mercury Cycling — The MPCA is using FCMP and Brigas. DNR. at (651) 259-5078 or e-mail him at
water chemistry data to beter understand the factors that MarkBriggs@statemnus.
affect the observed changes in fish mercury levels Fish consumption advisories: Call Patricia
Understanding mercury cycling helps the development Dis
ofstatewide advice and water-quality standards. McCann, MDH, at (651) 201-4915 or e-mail her atPatricia McCann@state mn us
Long-term Trends — The FCMP has documented the Data analysis and trends: Call Bruce Monson,
Tong-tem reductionof PCBs infish,and sampling has MPCA, at (651) 296-7607 or e-mail him at
been repeated in selected lakes to assess long-tem Ettn
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