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CQHPIBENTIAL

Dr. Rober t  A. Kehoe 
K e t t e r in g  Lab o r a t o r ie s 
Tta.i v a r s i t y  o f C in cin n at i 
C in c in n a t i, Ohio

Dear Dr. Kehoe:

A qu est ion  h as developed in  th e m inds of a  number of our employees
r e la t i v e  t o  th e p o ss ib i l i t y  o f dan ger  of le ad  p o ison in g when w orking in  tan ks 
which  h ad been  u sed  fo r  th e st o r age  o f gaso l in e  conta in in g t e t r a e t h y l  le ad  
a f t e r  t h ese  tan ks h ad been  clean ed  and th en  t e st e d  by th e Du Pon t Corporat ion  
and d ec la r ed  le a d - fr e e  by them.

The cir cu m stan ces were b r ie f l y  a s fo l lo w s:

The tan k  was em pt ied and th en  th orou gh ly  c lean ed  in 
s t r i c t  accordan ce w ith  th e r u le s o f th e Du Pon t Corporat ion  
govern in g tan k c le an in g. Th eir  r e p r e se n t a t iv e s then made 
th e custom ary t e s t  w ith  a  le a d - in - a i r  an aly ze r  and d ec lar ed  
th e tan k  t o  be le a d - f r e e .

Befo re  p lac in g  th e tan k back  in  se r v ic e , some r e p a ir s 
were made t o  th e tan k  r o o f, and th e sw in g l in e  pon toon s 
were t e st e d , which r e su l t e d  in  some r u st  and sc a le  b e in g 
d islo d ge d  and f a l l i n g  to  th e bottom  o f th e tan k . The tan k  
was th en  f i l l e d  w ith  w ater  an d th en  d ra in ed . I t  was th en  
n ecessar y  to  sen d a  crew of w orkers in t o  th e tan k  to  remove 
th e sc a le  and w ater  which, rem ained a f t e r  th e r o o f re p a i r  
an d w ater  d r a in in g. I t  was th e fe e l in g  of th e em ployees 
t h a t  th e rem oval o f t h is  sc a le  and w ater  was h azardou s in  
so  f a r  a s con tact  w ith  th e sc a le  i s  con cern ed and th at  th ey 
sh ou ld  wear p r o t e c t iv e  c lo t h in g exclu d in g gas masks and 
g lo v e s fo r  t h is c le an in g op er at ion  as i s  fu r n ish ed  du r in g 
th e o r ig in a l  c le an in g b e fo r e  th e tan k  i s  d e c la r e d  le a d - f r e e .

In  view  o f t h i s ,  we ar e  su b m it t in g t o  you  a  sam ple o f th e sc a le  removed
from  th e tan k  in  th e f i n a l  c le an in g o p e r at ion , and r e q u e st  t h at  you an alyze  t h is 
t o  determ in e whether th ere i s  le ad  p r esen t  in  an y form  which would be h arm fu l 
th rough  con tact  w ith  th e sk in  or th rough  b r eat h in g when w orkin g w ith  an d aroun d 
i t  a t  atm osph er ic tem peratu re. P le ase  ad v ise  o f your  f in d in gs in  t h is  r e sp e c t .
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Dur in g our d isc u ssio n s, the q u est ion  was r a ise d  abou t  dan ger to p erson s 
(in c lu d in g em ployees’ w ives) h an d lin g th e c lo t h in g o f em ployees who wear t h is 
c lo t h in g  w h ile rem oving th e sc a le  a f t e r  th e tan k  r ep a i r s were made, an d du r in g 
th e f i n a l  c lean in g op er at ion s a s o u t l in ed  above. W ill you p le ase  ad v ise  a f t e r  
you h ave an alyzed  t h is  sc a le  whether you co n sid e r  th a t  th e h an d lin g o f such  
c lo t h in g (by th e employee o r  h is w ife  o r  o th er  person s who may lau n der  i t )  would 
be h azard ou s.

As we v isu a l iz e  t h is problem , we sh ou ld  know i f  t h ere  i s  le ad  in  th e 
sc a le  an d, i f  t h ere  i s ,  in  what form  does i t  e x i s t  and in  what q u an t it y . In  ad d i­
t io n , i s  th e form  an d q u an t it y  o f le ad  h azardou s through  sk in  co n t act  or  b r eath in g.

Sin ce t h is  in fo rm at ion  w i l l  be u sed  in  d isc u ssio n s w ith  n on - tech n ical 
em ployees, we sh a l l  ap p r e c ia t e  your  coop er at ion  in  su b m it t in g your r ep o r t  in  non­
t e ch n ica l lan gu age wh ich  can  be r e a d i ly  in t e r p r e t e d by th ose n ot accustom ed to  
th e u se  and mean ing o f t e ch n ic a l term s.

Very t r u ly  y ou r s,

L. A. Lohman
Su per in ten d en t -A d m in ist rat ive  
Wood R ive r  Refin ery
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Be t t e r in g Lab o r a t o r ie s 
U n iv e r sit y  of C in cin n at i 
C in c in n at i, Ohio

A t t en t io n : D r . Robert  A. Eehoe

G EN TLEM EN —-

TH E FO LLO W IN G D ESC R IBED  SA M P LES W ER E SH IP P ED  TO  YO U O N 3 - 1 1 - 5 3

v i a  P ar ce l P ost SSKH2BX Refer  to  l e t t e r  o f March 9, 1953

fro® Mr. L. A. Lohman.
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