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Benzene Task Force (BTF) .
Benzene Basic Research Work Group (BBRWG)

Update and Action ltems from October 1 Meeting

memaoe

Attached is an updated version of our issues table containing information presented at yesterday’s
meeting of the BTF and action iterns agreed upon.

For those of you who were not there yesterday, I need to inform you that I will be leaving API at the
end of October. It has been a pleasure working with you.
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PROJECTS AND ISSUES OF

API'S BENZENE TASK FORCE
(October 2, 1997)

1997-8 projects:

o Prepare for and participate in CP BBRA review WS
o  Convert BBRA from I-Think to Excel

o Add lrons mechanism for enrichment of proliferatng

population to BBRA madel

o Convert CP model to benzene, with PBPI and
cytegenetics medules

o Do “model reduction” on BZ modet to make ils
conclusions maximably robust

L Lssue Conracts Projects/Schedule/ Status Action [tems
B (from 10/1/97)
Mechanism of Benzene | Richard [rons Validation experiment on CP colony forming units PB/MBP: convey that not report on
[nduced Leukemia (Wayne Sitiman, sucoessful in showing qualitative accuracy of BBRA smokers project expected 1247 [done]
David Ross) predictions.
University of Colorado clear up contracy/grant issues for 1998
(S2UUK ~ B150K, ¢ Nature of fluw cytometry subgroups. BTF camaients 1ok for 1997,
| convéyed on manusenpt about di?gnosnc value ot MPO .
acuvity for leukemud type.
Stipulatsons for rest of 1997 money:
o Start charactenizing metabolism in B-cells, with
emphasis on biclogical signiftoance;
o Start investigation of differences in metabolism &
sensitivity between non-smolkers & smokers;
o Request quarterly reports & encourage publication.
9430 guarierly report due
Biologically-Based Tony Cox 1996-7 projects:
Risk Assessment Cox Associates o Genotoxicity module; {remalning from 7/15] Encourage
{BBRA) Model (§64K from 1996, o Analysis of data from validation experment clinical validation.
$60K for 1997 being underway;
processed} o Draft manusceipt on validation of BBRA. Chuck Ross (to NASA]: Plan

symposium at ACEGM for corporate
physicians [pass responsibll®y to
someone else?]
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Provide computer model and documentation to half dozen

Peer-teview WS on CP | ($17K available for
Yersion of BBRA travel, meeting modelers; TC: Write up CP BBRA + convert to
CXpEnses, elc.) Workshop with Cog, reviewers, annk other relevant patics. | ExCel to share with other modelers.
$4K to each of 3aon- | Cox converting BBRA to Excel; MBP; Make arrangements for 12/11.
govt main reviewers; Rm 1200 resecved 12/11{day after SRA meeting s in DC); | (12/11 now losking like problem for
miniamal expenses for | Availability of key reviewers checled in late August. quwf maln reviewes - delay (o early
, .| other invitees \ ‘ 19987] B ,
Metbolism " | Rugene Henderson Baldwin audit in August, method development sbow, hut Monitor progeess regularly
(Bill Bechtold) an track; (hiweekly conference calls)
[TR{ 2-dimensional ce-established end of Sept; adjusting valve
($126K balance {rom temperatures for optimal recovery, Judy Baldwin audit in conjunction with
19963 Generaté standard curves by mid-Qctuber; CMA BD visit, [done aithough mot (0
pt. of standard carves|
Finalize protocol for exposures >
Biposure al -60 ppm Schedule sute visit to OK grotocol for
Exposure at ~ 6 ppm, with comgletion by October 1997 animal study (Nevember?)
Genotoxicity Gary Wiltiams Contract signed in June. MBP; Clarify that they do intend to cover
(John Whysner) 7£29 Table of DNA adduct studies received. more than P results in task on DNA
American Health 9/24 Narrative on studies received (circulated for biuding of BZ + metabotites; give them
Foundation ($92K) comparison to Reddy's paper for EPA comments) Reddy's paper. [dome}
10731 Phase I draft due
Reviéw of genotoxicity literature on benzene
(a) Phase [: DNA reactivity and adduct formation
Literature search for all metaboliges initiated
(b) Phase [I: Mutagenicity and clastogenicity endpoints
Gino Scarano Benzene case study (along with BD and VC) of bow non- | MBP: Get timeliae for work, Will there
IL$I temor dita could/should be used in cancer risk assessment. | be workshop on case studies? [done]

($36X frorn 1995)

Benzene tearn (Martyo Smith, Rich [rons, and Ray Tice) to
deliver draft report on Oct. 6, but unlilely any of case
studies will be on schedule. LS will share draft with API
whea complete and plans to hold workshop to which APL
representatives would be invited.
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($12.5K legstregs) -

Tﬁ.}pmqre of Pliofilm Dennis Paustenbach Qutline for paper received. (ChemRisk has decided to
Cohort (Paul‘ Price) undertake a more comprehensive Monte Carlo analysis,
ChemRisk covering expenses above contract amount themselves.)

9/16 DP leaving ChemRisk at eod ‘97, but will be
involved in project through completion; Price says they're
progressing all right,

Update of Pliofllm Otto Wong Wong interested in updating mortality status for 10 years MBP: Do we have access (o cobort file
Cotont smce 1987 ! in form with ideaudiers that could be

, linked o death certificates? .
Chinexe Epidemiology | Otto Wong July 1997 JNCI publication on NCI swdy suppurts benzene | RS: Withmn 2 weeks, cgmpile list of

Study

Applied Health
Saiences, Inc.

associated with nennlasms other than AME. bot sl no
risk estimaies. Question: {1} accuracy of case diagnosis,

questions + thoughts 10f GR i convey to
| Wong.

(§25k) {2) bow low beozene exposure estimates; {3) wheder
confougd'mg £xposures. Ask NCI researcher to next BTF meeting
in ea'\rly 1998 when Wong has framed

Proposal received from Wong and being processed. initial questions.

Monitor work of Qu / Chen of NYU for HEI v validate

btomarkers in separate Chinese study as potential

challeage o NCI expo ests. .
Compilation of DyaCorp with Report received documeating derivation and contents of Al: Have DynCorp comrect text with
Benzene Monitoring oversight by IHTF Hatabase with appendices presenting analyses requested by | max<min problem & provide BTF
Levels IHTF: acceptability as final version will be determined at | epidemiologists with electronic form of

July 15 BTF meeting, datsbase for approval.

Delivery of electronic database expected shortly for use by

BTF members.

BTF final wishes conveyed to DynCorp at end of August;

final report expected beginning of October,
JHU WS onUse of Epi | API via PM-RTS Six cases studies mclude PM NAAQS.
Dasa in Development of | (SI0K if H&PS 9129 APl EpiTF endorses.
Public Healih Policy reprograms, 10/29) ‘
Worlsshop on Benzene ' Similar to Airlie WS, Fall 1992. Aim for Summer 1998, | CH: feel out EPA about possibly
Research Strategy cofundiog. [7/17)

8/5: GG alred with Krewsli; with cunrens budget
prioritics couldn’t sponsor in next year, but representative
would atiend.

MBP: get list of AP trained facilitors;
uncarth materials from l992 WS.
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SB°d Bi0l

l@umﬁca‘n Community

Summary prepared for CONCAWE by EBSI detivered o
German tapporteur in May 1996.

Adapted risk assessment recetved by EBSI at end of
September 1997, with more attention to animal tox (less t
epi) and conclodmg that “risk teduction needed.”

BBSi meeting with Genman group in mid-Nov.

RS: provide MBP with diskettc of health
effects for distribution to BTF.

All: commeats to RS for EBSI's Nov.
meeting.

U.S. EPA

AEGLS - Priority
Chemicals List

May 21, 1997, Federal Register notice that benzene among
85 chemicals on prigrity list for determination of acute
exposure guideline (AEGL): request for data or other info.

[drop item?]

U.S. EPA
Re-cvaluation of
potency factor

Julan Preston ($4.5K)

Vijay Reddy ($3K)

June 30, 1997, Federatl Register notice of release for
extemnal review of NCEA's rbvssion of BPA's 1985 putency
factar as requested by Office of Mobile Source n
comunction with CAAA n 1992, Exiernal Review Panel

! named {Rob Schnatter one of six members) met July 16

AP[ submitted written comments August 29, with
attachments by Vijay Reddy and Julian Preston on relative
seosttivity of DNA-adduct techniques and non-linearities
associated with genotoxic endpoiats other than point
mutation, respectively. '

CH: call Sonawane for update.

MBP. get comments submited to docket.

US. EPA
Bastmond report

9/24 IV inadvertantly found May 1997 EPA document by
Eastmond addressing nature of hematopoietic tumors
produced by various classes of agents (iactuding BZ) +
televance of rodent models 0 human response. Why aot
considered in potency ceview?

10/2 Document pulled from EPA Websice.

MBP: review? by Ipons?
(1072 Irons Interested; sent to [hlgfm
when he couldn’t get from Web]

California ;

WSPA requesting review from CARB; OEHA theo makes
decision whether to do review

9/97 OBHHA released draft documeat on BZ's potential as
a DART (reproductive and developmental coxicant umders
Prop 65); recommend listing as repro (but not devel) -
indicates regulatory level higher than that fof cancer;

WSPA will handle any response.
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