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Gentlemen:

The attached article is very topical to say the least. 
This is sent to you for two-fold purposes: First of all,
it is important that you be alert to the many changes 
taking place constantly in the field of direct-to-steel 
fireproofing.

Secondlysince this effects our competitors (sprayed 
fibers) directly, it is important that you use these 
facts with architects who have used or are contemplating 
specifications for sprayed fiber fireproofing. For the 
present, please sell the inherent advantages of a cemen­
titious product.

This article, having been written by Mr. Rosen, would 
be an ideal piece to distribute or at least use as a 
point of reference with all architects and engineering 
firms.

Keep in touch on particulars.

Yours truly,

Thomas F. Egan

TFE/jac
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SPECIFICATIONS CLINIC I at -AHOLD J. ftOUN

Controlling Construction Pollution c?-;

This column concludes llut due to its contribution to 
air pollution, asbestos-sprayed insulation must be 
eliminated in future construction. Rosen is Chief 
Specifications Writer of Skidmore, Owing* & Merrill. 
New York.

The tuinrdi of *ir and water pvllu* 
dun ere iluwl/ Wing reeirtrnitrtl as 
ntufc sUli«ik«i information on their 
effect oh (he human environment is 
turning to the attention vf a Con- 
irrunt citucnry. Since the pub> 
iicmIioA ot StJ*«r ~>ri*g. by Rachel 
('arson, people have Wgun to ques­
tion the dangerous aide effects that 
result from chemical putirnie*. au- 
t^mxOiic fume*. and raw sewage 
•lumped into our atrc«ma and rivers, 
industrial and human waatea. care- 
t*iI) or innocently disposed of mio 
tr.e atmosphere or into rivers, have 
ah effect on nature's biological Ul* 
aiae that goverfta the production of 
•.xigco and the growth of marine 
*hd animal life. In addition, aa archi­
tects. should Urcry the despoils- 
:*.n ,ji our environment resulting 
?r-«m *.ne accumulation of physical 
:i><wf*u> »,f garbage. junxed cars, and 
.r.d.strul waste products.

vl r should also take a Closet lu«i at 
,.r %.-iii^truClioii practices to dclrf- 

.j.iiie whether we *rt a patty to tins 
;«*iiul»oh as a by-pfiwl-jct of «rur de­
signs. and whether we can reduce »r 
•'.ifTlI.ate .viftlc ir| u.ir own Cuhtflbu* 

* "ii< problem area, 
f crtainiy in demolition o> cs. 

-iruit.rcs in urban centers. *c 
•r.owid restrict the amount of dust 
tr.at develops. ]n some European 
-.tics, barriers consisting of plastic 
w.oei'ipe* arc UlllUcd atouhd dcffluL 
.tinn «iirs tu C'inhne tne O.at result- 
.:»g fri>m these operations. Perhaps 
or rtuildmg Departments and uur 

Air Pollution control Departments 
-ho* id institute stricter cuntruis 
>er »wch procedures.

A mure striking i.p:< • >'•**
architects «.ah reduce pollution i; «t 

..t.au* Contributes tv fatalities 

'.'.c -e.eiliuR ■ 1 ...'lain -pfuro! >• 

' re :<r-^ :;r.g ai.u ms.fating pr«siucls 
ii. a [r.ysivlan. .1.

■ rvrn.ii.g ah aat'-psy .pun tr.e

body of an sibestoo UatiW worker 
found asbestos particles in the lungs 
and attributed this death to the
worker's occupation. Several iso­
lated imUAi'cS occurred subsequently 
where an rumination of (hr lung 
tissue of deceased asbestos workers 
indicated the presence of asbestos In 
I*j24 an English physician. Dr 
t'uuke. after an extensive autopsy 
and subsequent search of mrdnai b|- 
erstufe. concluded that the death wl « 
patient resulted solely from the in­
halation of asWilus libers slid as­
signed the name asWsiusis to this 
disease.

An investigation of some Jb3 as­
bestos- lex tile workers in Great ttrit- 
ain in I'/fH disclosed that 'ij, ..r 
about Jo per (enL Showed ev<del*.< A 
asbestosis. As a result. >gu«sti4.n 
was enacted in Great Britain to re- 
uuirt improvements in ventilation 
and exhaust systems in asbest* ^-tex­
tile plants and periodic examir.uti'*n

workers Although this improve* 
inent in working tondilions length- 
viied the life cxpcCUAcy -f these 
workers, it was learned in I'yij bv 
Dr Lynch in this country trial *»- 
f.estus wureers were dying vf .in.er

a result *»f tneir association *;:n 
asbestos. Independent investigatori 
.n many parts of the world were 
a isc *ummg to tr.e same com.uston 
Uascd on their studies of the msci- 
ation of workers with asbestos.

Dr bchkoff. of New York's Mount 
.Sir.ai H«.*«ilal. had an opoprtahity 
tv examine the records of members of 
:r.e Asbestos Workers Union fi.e 
•tuOy covered a total cf 1^-- in- 
s.iation workers between 1*4:; and 
l'.-62 it was found that the drain 
rate from cancer among these as­
bestos workers was about seven 
:.n.es greater than that v! the gen­
eral wmie maie l.' S. pi.pulath.ii 
! r.ese • bservations are staggering 
!:i addition, one must conclude that

tad only are peup«e *iw utioaiiy wofx 
aith asbestos exposing themselves lu 
-J—-1-—■* ai*d cancer, hot also that 

a«hed tradesmen m the bunding %»•«- 
iiructiwn industry, closely swmuIaI 
with this work, are subjected to this 
exposure btcam Otters. e<c\ tfn 
. arpenlers, wwiidvsl »*'h»ii. hia- 
•uAe. structural steel erevturs. and 
-1 hers employed on projects using 
spray-asbestos insulation tIk ales 
I this contamination a no who u>- 

l.ale these asbestos particles, are n- 
i-uiiiig theinacivcs »r.d are likely *ai»- 
•lidatcs for this disease-

Egualty disturbing is the fact that 
asbcsloi is practicaliy iiidestructib^:
• hile it may disinlegrale. it is an cv> 
rfiaaling contaminant m the atm*/- 
Vherc. It has been estimated that 
during its application as nreproonug

structural steel members and metal 
decks, about 1U per tent wersnoou 
and is prujwrtcd into the uiftiuApncre 
</n high-rise structures in urban 
-/eas. spray-asbestos Oreprwtding has 
been found three and four liLcki 
irorti the construction site. .«• that 
tr.s uhauspeCtllig general public .a 
..xewiae subjected to this hazard aa 
*eij aa tne tradesman uifcvtl) in-
• ••ived in iU Application While this 
relationship between a casual «n- 
.t.nter with asbestos and possible 
ievekipmenl of disease mi the public 
•ai not been established, it behooves 
:r.c architectural profession tn cun- 
•ider other materials to perform tne 
*"rk of sprayed-on nreproonug and
• l.SbialloA.

Not only is there u clear and pres­
ent danger in the initial application 
>.f ssbestos on the heoiih of die in- 
>tsllera. but JO or 4b years hence. 
wn«n these buildings are torn down. 
:r.r demolition i.pcrmum*. if n«*i 
..riperly controlled, will add invrr as- 
••eflxs fibers In the atmosphere The 
::nie to use substitutes fur asbestos- 
jprayed insulation is now.
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