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Attached is a'.Q/A on Agent Orange. May I have your comments
please.
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Q/A AGENT ORANGE

1. Q. A GOVERNMENT DOCUMENT SAYS THAT A SAMPLE TAKEN»FROM THE
, AGENT ORANGE SUPPLIED BY MONSANTO WAS HIGHLY CONTAMINATED

HITH DIOXIN. IS.THIS CORRECT? . . .
. ~povports to.slp .
"A. We are aware of oné government document that,shows-numerical

ranges for Tmdividwel samples gent Orange Dém/
yaAluaproducers, including 4 Monsanto predwet.

2 Q. WHAT IS MONSANTO'S OPINION OF THE DOCUMENT?

A "e do L L XN0OW wWHa G, e MP-1-0-5—8 LR o

fe~dan ' ¥ e samples were tdken, how they were
‘;}J/ Va~- - andlyzed, TREPretodg pllowed or /whetker af indlyidual
S sample/ was representasive of § cduetxqade. Theréfore,
/. iy is difficult to..draw—an—overad usion. —

—

3. Q. DOESN'T THE DOCUMENT SHOW THAT THE AGENT ORANGE USED IN
VIETNAM WAS HIGHLY TOXIC AND CONTAMINATED WITH DIOXIN?

et—the—@1oYIHS numbers xepresent beg@
i Re%edare ov

only one,
benzo-p-{dioxi T  FCDD\is the isomer
‘ . its toxicity.
nique solate TCDD.were\ not developed
e government document is dated—around 1977
eak_dnynﬂthendrortn"numbers~Lnt .specgﬁu;::zh
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4. Q. DID MONSANTO KNOW ITS PRODUCT WAS CONTAMINATED WITH DIOXINS?
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-7
| g’l product's‘fsup ted_to the government were-of high-quality
.- and_mef or surpassed ¥ ec;..f-rc‘&‘f’fc’ms. At the time

Q of production, we analyzew the dA,0-1 CONpPONENnt using
O ' state-of -the_ chnology and d1d f‘I dekery low levels
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: "~ 5. Q. DOESN'T THE FACT DIOXINS WERE FOUND MAKE ANY LEVEL FOUND
SIGNIFICANT? :

6. Q. HOW MUCH AGENT ORANGE DID MONSANTO PRODUCE FOR THE GOVERNMENT?

A.)Monsanto supplied approximately 3.& -7 million.
gallons for the U.S .government between the years 1963 :
and 1969.

7. Q..DOES MONSANTO STILL PRODUCE EITHER 2,4,5-T or 2,4-D?

A. No. We got'out of those businesses in 1970 for economic
reasons. ) :
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AGENT ORANGE.... MONSANTO COMPANY POSITION

We genuinely sympathize with the plight of our
Vietnam Veterans. The unpopular war they fought has left
inevitable scars and Agent Orange has become an outlet
for accumulated frustrations, :

As a result, this controversy has continued to
grow despite the lack of virtually-any scientific evidence
that this herbicide posed a danger to the veterans. To
the contrary, there is a substantial amount of scientific/
medical evidence on the record- (attached) that says there
is no link between Agent Orange and human health problems
of the magnitude claimed by the veterans.

Monsanto was one of the companies asked to produce
this herbicide mixture for the government during the war. -
Now, much to our regret, we find that we are both an object
of the veterans' frustrations and a target of the many
lawsuits brought on their behalf,

Obviously, this conflict is not of our making.
However, having been drawn into it, we have no alternative
but to defend ourselves. We are confident that good science
will ultimately prevail over the emotions of the moment
and exornerate the producers of Agent Orange. At the same
time, we sincerely hope that good science will also provide
many of the answers the veterans now seek regarding possible
service-related health problems.
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For additional information, contact:

Dan R. Bishop
Environmental Communications
Monsanto Company ﬂk ‘&;

‘800 N, Lindbergh Blvd. L
St. Louis, Mo. 63166 T e
(314) 694-2891 ,gv;\ ~ Ngo
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