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Tragedys struck Nvpro's ecaprolae
tam operations at Flishoroush
the UKL dune Foowhen s esplosion
alnost 'Hmpllll ‘N detolihiod pro
duction units there, tosnltine inoa
boss ol 23 Lives, Fire rosed ot of
contrnl for severd ‘i:n'» aned mam
honses near the sive sere damaped,
Finimeinl Lases may lw a- hl"h e
£100 miltion.

Nepro, owned 205 by l).‘-:.\l of

the \'(Ihmlmth andd 1% by the
UK National Coad Board, had o
total annual eaprolactmn capaeity
of nearly TH000 etric tons, Be-
cause the company was the only
British producer of te product, the
blist will serionaly aiteer the coun
try's nybon B plasties and fibers in
dustrics, Al naw materizg for nvian
6 now will bave to e imported, and
captolietam supphies e abieady
tight the waorld over. The aceidem
'llm will atfect fertilizer supplies:
abaut 90000 metrie tons per vear
of by-prodact anmmoninm suifate
were pradueed in the Flisboroug
operation,  Indicarions are that
Nypro will rebuild, but o new plant
i~ not hikely to be completed lnr T
least two vears,

Twao caprolactum units were lo-
cated at Flixhorouzh, The newest
one, g H0L000 metricon-per-vear
plant  costing abour Y60 miliion,
ul.u(ul up less than a vear ago
{CLEN, duly 23, 1073, pagie 7). it
was based o an THIProved process,
tradenamed  HPO  dlor hydroxsyt-
amine phosphate oxime). developed
by DSMY engineming subsidiary,
stamicihon, DSAYS wholly owndd
LS, subsidiany, Nipro, Ine.. has o
THOUL  metrie-ton-prer-yvear  eapro-
lactam  plant w0 Augusta, Ga,
which use~ the HPO nrocess. Twill
double capacity there by e 1976
or cirlyv 1977,
I's =l nat

clear what went

Financial logs lrom blast

- st g ]

n r'? !‘mqrﬂ'!_‘fﬂ‘r—'“""’-‘ Fr\hllr-—mﬁ.‘ {,;:‘l.-.-\g-.-.”n,\.: r",:,_'.r‘r“' ( .
3 . i * ' v
i v |
+'

ul..;_ wanld h —

“ \ 4
S N Y I SR L

wronnoal | IR ITE
FGraneer, Svpna's lmmn:m thind
Prhe eaplooen st fonoe aondeed
the dasbly evplo e antied oo o
dation st o which evelejeesane
Pecomveried to evedoliovanete, Pt
P nobody ean euplain hew the ---.;:!n
sion and e could bave sproad
throushout the entire plant o tew
seconds unles - a cosnuaction of -
camstancees od o ilie doa v he
only part of the planr i intaer,
thowsh badly dangeed, s that
which evdiohesanone s censvertod
to vanolactian by the HPPO o
vess That leads ope DRI vaover
to sess that that part ol the oper
ation didn’t iy the aecidone,
He alao pointe cut that the 1O
process b boen used by Japon’
Ube Inductries without any proy
lems for the past Lwo veurs or v,

Hritish nvlon 6 mabore e ol
uncertain about how coverel they
will hie affected by the wadden ceat-
off of o major portion of thor feed.
stoch. The UKL con e S04
wetrie tons of nvlon & polvine: .y
mudiv for plasties produn tiog,
Courtaulds and  Brtich Fabalon,
the two major producers of nylan 6
fibers, between them make aban
116 mitlion pounds of that produet,
and plant expatision. now under
wiy chould raise their combirad
capacity 1o about 10 ithon
ponnds per vearin 1970,

The Britiah blast could atfeet
VS caprolactinm suppliva. Nipro
vice president Clenn White sins
DEA in the Netherfonds s bodan .
into the posibility of shipphice can
rolactam from the U8 o the UKL
“We wonld cevtaindy exert overy of -
{ort 1o he helptal 1o customers of
Nypro i Great Britain,”
CAENL

such help conld worsen 1the enr

rent caprolactan shortage i the

al Nypro camrotactam waorhs may reach $§100 million
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l‘ﬂ \\"l"!v Nl;nu alveads hine on

togner- on allocation, Altheash N,
Whete apies abhas sevhne cagen
lactam o Fasrepes soelil pepeanon
prebdeins b oadd thar the o g
tersals panely wleedy e cnt e
production. cem o e en g

' Fhe tao odtar 1= (nc.vhn'(-g‘ of
Veaprebaotion, Alhed Chenateal o
P Hopeveells Val, s Do Padi=ache
HE{H i"l'l’;l'lll, Tew hatly bve enr
Prent capzeitne abont doabhe that o
Niproo Both sl aee oxpaadine:
their plante, Alhed™s e 1 noy
Pentitely for captive e, Gne 1S,
nan et oberver. hosover, taindo
BisNTowill e ahle to waape up
[enourh prodne ton oyt other
cworidwide pbaam wlnch o Vaean
M=l Lo tnect the e o the
British martia
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The  Envitenental  Potediion
Aveney has requested 270 ULs.
chiermeal  companies that make
vinyl chloride and pnl_\'\in\‘i thil
mll- ty provide the nes o with
PUproeess emidaaion, anid oo (gh. i
Cebara™ on 1 plants by Jene i1

t Jetters 1o manntieturer - duted
Mav 200 FEPA wavs it wants the in-
furtnation “tor possible a.e o the
development of air potlatien contood
Pstandards tor vinel chloride in e
i eordance witl: the Clean A Aer o
1

VIOV AL prisent no federnd air
pollution control stmdarnds earst for
v b ebiterde,

Muanwtnde, BN b been takine
samples for the post month near 13
plants to determine amennt- of 1the
mas preseuat i avihoent air, bl
discioate of FPAT tindee s s
minent. The-e tidings pncdhabiy
will show enistios vinvl ehdoope
ambient iy levels aear plant. ta he
hizher than the Levelds the Gocapa
tional Satery goned Hlealtdh Adevna-
trition has prosvecd v nede
piant~. A Lleby vireogne o0 Gil by,
I that FOA sl o an e aalbin
standard oo ta or wdereoal weh
the C1ES tn plans stand oui v i
detcetable lovel,

EPA b wants amldoent
gquabity dots colb aad bl e ey
tacturer~ aear Dy b oblo rade ad
So N plaoere Yunhee RPN
Wit the s i ot aner Lo et
in el of b
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v i m\, of ]n’n(l;l(ll(»ll K
LA au(lulm(v L require’ mxlmuc.-

information "is von.’

sl

tained -in” section 114 of"the Clean
Air Act of- l‘h() ‘which authorizes
the agency b,
tion  deemed
ment . m_

oCUre any: informa-
STy fnr‘dc\ clen-
drds. " The

a"(-ncv '

vall l)c'm.\de puhlxc
howing has
SPA .ldmnm-
e ol the Infor-
waould ‘divulie o
‘any:event, PA
on’ dmni.“mll .1]
ble to”the public.”
,And i wirns! thint’ information can-’
not’ be- wuhheld h(camc‘n ‘manu-

clmpler 1
% flghl ot uh ailiéqual. pay
. eX.. 1
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moeame in g case
h:,' the Labor Departinent.
Cornings Gluss- . Works,
thém wuh \lul.mn:z the

aetihye: m.um.nmn" wagre: differen-

| tinls that. "had “their origin in the

1920°s between day andd night shift
mspv(luh At that s lime women

: ,(1.13 shifg i m-‘pcclora were earning 20

10,30 ¢ents per hour, but men per-
l'urmm«' the same work at night had
tohe p.ud 5% ecents per hnur 1o do
what \ma rc-".xr(l( d as “women's
wurk."

The eourt further ruled that Cor-
ning did not achieve full compli-
ance. with the act in 196G when it
opened the bigher paving nizht juba
to _women, nor in 1969 when the
ccompany . equalized  future  pay
scales but mainained wage prefer-
ences for employees .|lru.x(l\ enjoy-
,lm,lhom. T

Albatt Blznt na:
| editor of C&EN
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‘Albert . Plant
‘has beens up-
pomt ediweditor .o !

mad

of - Chcmuul ¢

.and Engineer- . -

ingr Ncu, e \A

‘comes lo this. .
))0<l.10n from . "
lndu.utrml Lie- ) ‘—j
‘wedreh, . with ' e i ot
swhich-hehas been associated since
71968, haviny been editor sinee 1972,
- Mr, I 1At is a graduate in chem-
istevs from Camegic - Institute of

1. lu(,hnoh)' ‘and also holds a degree

%in vindustrial matagement  from
C.lrnﬁ;,lu dle began his professional
arder; %1954 with Shell Chemieal
in’Houston, Tex. From 1960 to 1965
“he worked- with Fisher Scientifie in
“productzdevelopment and instru-
Jment dum"n. after which he became
(hrecmt of Crescarch for
(:l.v-.-». n pmmun he held unul join-
-,u\-' Incustrial fescarch. In addition
Ao his ulu(-rhlup he wias responsi-
‘hlefor dirdetionof 1he TH- 100 con.
futence and .uv.nr(l competition,

Mr, Plant will assume the edivor-,

shipof C&EN June 21, Fe replaces
Patrick 1" Me( urdy, who resipned
SNovember 1478 1o heeame n-clllur~

e (lm.'fuf( ondieal Weels,

l\(»m("\ .

lmlImn‘i‘*m)rn-nul ¢ "(lm.urd l
annuallg®in 7the U8 ha S
Aiferateéd<in recent- pears—fr

rect use-as offshore reels for nruu 13
ing aame  fish to prm'(-s-.m" nnd
reeovery of the materials in’
tires.
wird-recovery, revealed last- week,
teams Goodyear Tire & l{uhlr vith
Qit hh.llc(nrp (lu».cu) -

" The ¢ompanies are joining .in a:
progeam to apply Tasco oil ‘shale’
technology  to recovery of, energy
and re-usable materipls from serap
Aires, -Basically, the program™in
“volves further-
serap <lire  proeessing
that
1971 and which it has tested ina 2
ton-per=tay pilot plant, A |)\rn]\‘~.u
technigue,  thye  process invelves

technology

heating, graund-up tives by direct; -
contaet with hot ceramic pelletss o0 o
In the first ])haw of the program, -
I supply ground-up

(.uudvc.(r wi
waste Lires to Tosco's Rocky Flats
rescarch center near Golden, Colo,

The companivs will carry out cco-

. T ¥
nomic feasibility evaluations, com-
piling data on ihe cost of hulltlm"

and operating a recovery sysiem

and evaluating the quality of recov-
ered pmduus The program;
companies say, iz expected to lc.ul
1o commercialization,

According to Goodyear ch.urm:m
Jr., a full-scale .
serap tire recovery plant could han- ¢
dle 8 million serap tires a vear and <.

Charles .J. l’t!lmd

recover enough petrochemicals and

other materials 10 build an addi-

tional 2 million tires. Such a plant

has, thu potential for nnmmlly turn- -

ing out 15 million gallons of oil, 73
million pounds of carbon  hlack,
and 2 million pounds of steel,
uil, he says, could be further refined.
A major factor maost likely on the,

list of items to be investizated is ..
whether “the quality of recovered ™
carbon black is good enough for the - -

material to be useful. Carhon black
has hocn something nf a stumbling’
block in the ecanomies of somne re-
covery schemes ‘proposed by ot hers,
xince the costs made recovered ma-
terial - economically = unattractive,
unmp.lrc.(l w virgin® carlmn Black
However, the new cconomic clun.u
heing” éreated by, changesin” fue
.md feedstock mml.ulnln\ . .m(l
prices should enhance the cconoms
s of recovered mmerials, For oxd
ample, varhon black” users fitee the

the.
“Phe latest effort. direeted’ tn-,; ;

dcmnnalr.umnm of -

Tosco  began (lv\'cln ving m'
I .

the '
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theeat of snhstantiadly higher prices. e
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