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Contains Asbestos Fibers
Avoid Creating Dust
Breathing Asbestos Dust May Cause Serious
Bodily Harm

Abex believes this warning was first placed on its asbestos-
containing automotive friction products in order to comply with
OSHA regulations.

Abex further states that in 1979 and 1982, it
participated in the preparation and distribution of a pamphlet
published by the Fraction Materials Standards Institute, Inc.
entitled, '"Recommended Procedures for Reducing Asbestos Dust
During Brake Servicing."

An excerpt of this pamphlet is reprinted below:

RECOMMENDED PROCEDURES FOR REDUCING
ASBESTOS DUST DURING BRAKE SERVICING

Because studies have indicated that exposure to excessive amounts
of asbestos dust may be a potent:ial health hazard, OSHA has set
maximum limits of levels of airborne asbestos dust to which
workers may be exposed. Since most automotive friction materials
normally contain a sizeable amount of asbestos, it is important
that people who handle brake linings and clutch facings
understand the nature of the problem and know the precaut:ions to
be taken.

(1) Areas where brake work i1s done should be set aside
if possible, and entrances should be posted with an
asbestos exposure sign as follows:

Asbestos
Dust Hazard
Avoid Breathing Dust
Wear Assigned Protective Equipment
DO Not Remain in Area Unless Your Work
Requires It
Breathing Asbestos Dust May Be Hazardous
To Your Health

(2) The amount of asbestos in the dust from brake lining
wear is normally at an extremely low level because
of chemical breakdown during use, and if machining
of friction material does not take place, simple
procedures will minimize exposure. During brake
servicing, the mechanic should wear a respirator
approved by NIOSH for asbestos dust. It should be
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